
1 

 
 

Course title: Prevention of Child Maltreatment 

Course #/term: SW 723 001, WN 2023 

Time and 
place: 

Wednesday, 2 PM – 5 PM, B770 SSWB 

Credit hours: 3 

Prerequisites: None 

Instructor: Monica Sampson, LMSW 

Pronouns: She/Her/Hers 

Contact info: Email: smonica@umich.edu  Phone: 248.840.6145 

You may expect a response within 24-48 hours 

Office: 3832 SSWB (ZOOM Preferred)  

Office hours: By appointment (ZOOM link provided in Canvas) 

 

1. Course Statement   

 
a. Course description 

This course will examine the correlates and consequences of child maltreatment, as well as the 
social, environmental, and cultural buffers and mitigating factors that lessen risk and promote 
protection/ resilience in maltreated children and adolescents. Students will learn about the public 
health model of child abuse prevention and examine a range of strategies that extend from this 
model. Throughout the course, students will critically review programs and practices in primary 
and secondary prevention and consider how they align with core values of the social work 
profession. Students will also consider how social workers can become more integrally involved 
in advancing local, national, and international efforts to promote the well-being of maltreated 
children across the lifecourse. 
 

b. Course objectives and competencies  

By the end of the course, students will demonstrate knowledge of current research and theory 
about the social, developmental, and environmental contexts of child maltreatment; patterns of 
risk and resilience in children and families; and prevention. Students will understand the 
correlates and consequences of child maltreatment, as well as the social, environmental, and 
cultural buffers and mitigating factors that lessen risk and promote protection/ resilience in 
maltreated children and adolescents, as well as approaches to public health model of child abuse 
prevention. Core values of social work will be integrated throughout the course. 
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c. Course design 

This course will use a number of pedagogical approaches to enhance students' learning, including 
short lectures, guest presentations, small group discussions, videos, and case examples. 
Assignments will strengthen knowledge of research-practice connections, encourage critical 
thinking, and provide opportunities to reflect on various prevention change strategies. Students 
are encouraged to take an active role in class discussions and to pose questions and comments 
that will stimulate conversation relevant to class readings. 
 

d. Intensive focus on PODS 

This course integrates PODS content and skills with a special emphasis on the 
identification of theories, practice and/or policies that promote social justice, illuminate 
injustices and are consistent with scientific and professional knowledge. Through the use 
of a variety of instructional methods, this course will support students developing a 
vision of social justice, learn to recognize and reduce mechanisms that support 
oppression and injustice, work toward social justice processes, apply intersectionality 
and intercultural frameworks and strengthen critical consciousness, self-knowledge and 
self-awareness to facilitate PODS learning. 

Readings and assignments for the course emphasize critical thinking and critical 
consciousness regarding: (1) how inequities are manifested, maintained, and reinforced; 
and (2) assumptions that underlie practices and practice frameworks.  Discussions in 
class provide an opportunity to learn from others with different values and experiences 
and to critique existing theories, policy frameworks, and practice models geared to 
working with vulnerable groups and populations at risk for child maltreatment. 

 

 

2. Class Requirements  

 

a. Text and class materials 

There are no required textbooks for the course. Articles and book chapters will be used instead 
and made available on Canvas (please go to "files" and click on the authors/title for each article). 
Students are also asked to use content from various websites and online resources. To fully 
engage in the course topic and become a competent and skilled social work practitioner, it is 
expected that students will complete all required readings before each class meeting. 
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b. Class schedule 

This is a 3-credit course. We will meet in-person each week on Wednesday afternoons from 2-4 
pm. You are expected to spend additional time each week completing readings and written 
assignments. You are welcome to work in groups, but you must submit your own work to receive 
credit for each assignment. Any duplication of work will be returned. Changes to the class 
schedule will be posted to Canvas and communicated by email in advance of any scheduled 
change. 
Please complete all readings and assignments before the class session where they are 
listed.  Weekly assignments are described below. 
Date/Time Agenda Required Readings and 

Assignments 

Week 1 
January 4, 2023  

Introduction and Overview 
of the Course 

Read: 

• Syllabus 
 

Assignment Due 

• Suggested 
Guidelines for Class 
Participation 

 

Week 2 
January 11, 2023 

 Prevalence and Patterns of 
Child Abuse and Violence 

 Read: 

• Merrick, M.T., Ford, 
D.C., Ports, K.A., and 
Guinn, A.S. (2018). 
Prevalence of adverse 
childhood experiences 
from the 2011–2014 
Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance System in 
23 states. JAMA 
Pediatrics, 172(11), 
1038–1044. 

• Winninghoff, A. (2020). 
Trauma by numbers: 
Warnings against the 
use of ACE scores in 
trauma-informed 
schools. Bank Street 
Occasional Paper 
Series, Number 43, 
Possibilities and 
Problems in Trauma-
Based and Social 
Emotional Learning 
Programs. 

Assignment Due: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x5kne3Qka2fVum_32gEVOqAoosCB8Gnq9V4APLAvu6U/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x5kne3Qka2fVum_32gEVOqAoosCB8Gnq9V4APLAvu6U/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x5kne3Qka2fVum_32gEVOqAoosCB8Gnq9V4APLAvu6U/edit
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• Topic Summary 

Week 3  
January 18, 2023 

Risks and Consequences of 
Child Abuse and Other 
Forms of Violence 

Read: 

• Herrenkohl, T.I., Kim, 
M-H, & Anderson, J. 
(2018). Child 
maltreatment in the 
context of poverty and 
other forms of 
adversity (pp. 34-46). 
In J. Bart Klika and Jon 
R. Conte (Eds.) The 
APSAC Handbook on 
Child Maltreatment 
(fourth edition). Los 
Angeles: Sage. 

• Anda, R.F., Felitti, R.F., 
Walker, J., Whitfield, 
C., Bremner, D.J., 
Perry, B.D., Dube, S.R., 
Giles, W.G. (2006). The 
enduring effects of 
childhood abuse and 
related experiences: a 
convergence of 
evidence from 
neurobiology and 
epidemiology. European 
Archives of  Psychiatric 
and Clinical 
Neuroscience, 256 (3) 
174 – 186. 

Week 4 
January 25, 2023 

Risks and Consequences of 
Child Abuse and Other 
Forms of Violence 

Read: 

• Sanders-Phillips, K. 
(2009). Racial 
discrimination: A 
continuum of violence 
exposure for children 
of color. Clinical Child 
and Family Psychology 
Review, 12, 174-195. 

Assignment Due: 

• Child Welfare 
Challenge 
Identification Write Up 

• Topic Summary 
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Week 5 
February 1, 2023 

Intergenerational and 
Lifecourse Patterns of Child 
Abuse and Violence 

Read: 

• Herrenkohl, T.I., 
Fedina, L. Roberto, 
K.A., Raquet, K., Hu, 
R.X., Rousson, A.N. (in 
press). Child 
maltreatment, youth 
violence, intimate 
partner violence, and 
elder mistreatment: A 
review and theoretical 
analysis of research on 
violence across the 
lifecourse. Trauma, 
Violence & Abuse. 

• Wilkins, N., Tsao, B., 
Hertz, M., Davis, R., 
Klevens, J. (2014). 
Connecting the Dots: 
An Overview of the 
Links Among Multiple 
Forms of Violence. 
Atlanta, GA: National 
Center for Injury 
Prevention and 
Control, Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention Oakland, 
CA: Prevention 
Institute. 

Assignment Due: 

• Topic Summary 

Week 6  
February 8, 2023 

Resilience in Maltreated 
Children 

Listen: 

• Podcast: The role 
of resilience in the 
face of COVID-19 

Read: 
• Gonzalez, K.A., Abreu, 

R.L., Arora, S. et al. 
(2021). Previous 
Resilience Has Taught 
Me That I Can Survive 
Anything:” LGBTQ 
Resilience During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. 
Psychology of Sexual 
Orientation and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9dgj9bIeZo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9dgj9bIeZo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9dgj9bIeZo
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Gender Diversity, 8 (2), 
133-144. 

• Luthar, S., & Cicchetti, 
D. (2000). The concept 
of resilience: 
Implications for 
interventions and 
social 
policy. Developmental 
Psychopathology, 12 (4), 
857-885. 

• Afifi & MacMillan 
(2011). Resilience 
following child 
maltreatment: A review 
of protective 
factors. Canadian 
Journal of Psychiatry, 
56 (5), 266–272. 

Assignment Due: 

• Resilience 
Individual/Group 
Assignment (2/10/23 
by 11:59 PM) 

Week 7 
February 15, 2023 

Resilience in Maltreated 
Children 

Read: 

• Perry, B.D. 
(1999). Bonding and 
attachment in 
maltreated children: 
Consequences of 
emotional neglect in 
childhood. CTA Parent 
and Caregiver 
Education Series, 
Volume 1: Issue 3, 
ChildTrauma Academy 
Press. 

• Lynch, S.M., Keasler, 
A.L., Reaves et 
al. (2007). The story of 
my strength. Journal of 
Aggression, 
Maltreatment 
& Trauma, 14:1-2, 75-
97. 

Assignment Due: 

• Topic Summary 
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Week 8  
February 22, 2023 

Challenges Facing 
Contemporary Child Welfare 
Systems: U.S. and Global 
Perspectives 

Read: 

• Detlaff, A., & Boyd, R. 
(2020). Racial 
disproportionality and 
disparities in the child 
welfare system: Why 
do they exist and what 
can be done to address 
them? The Annals of the 
American Academy, 
692, 253-274. 

• Buckley, H., McArthur, 
M., Moore, T., Russ, E., 
& Withington, T. 
(2019). Stakeholders’ 
experiences of the 
forensic child 
protection paradigm. In 
B. Lonne, D. Higgins, D. 
Scott & T. I. 
Herrenkohl (Eds.), Child 
maltreatment 
(contemporary issues in 
research and policy): 
Vol. 9. Re-visioning 
public health 
approaches for 
protecting children (pp. 
487–499). New York, 
NY: Springer. 

Assignment Due: 

• Topic Summary 

Week 9 
March 1, 2023 

Spring Break Enjoy 

Week 10 
March 8, 2023 

Foundational Concepts of 
Public Health Child 
Maltreatment Prevention 

Read: 

• Klika, J.B., Lee, S., & 
Lee, J.Y. (2018). 
Prevention of child 
maltreatment (pp. 235-
251). In J. Bart Klika 
and Jon R. Conte (Eds.) 
The APSAC Handbook 
on Child Maltreatment 
(fourth edition). Los 
Angeles: Sage. 

• Higgins, D.J., Lonne, B., 
Herrenkohl, T.I., Klika, 
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J.B., & Scott, D. (2021). 
Core Components of 
Public Health 
Approaches to 
Preventing Child Abuse 
and Neglect. 
Handbook of Child 
Maltreatment. 

Assignment Due: 

• Topic Summary 

• Child Welfare 
Challenge 
Worksheet 

Week 11 
March 15, 2023 

Advances in Child 
Maltreatment Prevention 

Read: 

• Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(2019). Preventing 
adverse childhood 
experiences: 
Leveraging the best 
available evidence. 
Atlanta, GA: National 
Center for Injury 
Prevention and 
Control, Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention. 

Week 12 
March 22, 2023 

Advances in Child 
Maltreatment Prevention 

Read: 

• Jones Harden, B., 
Buhler, A., & Jimenez 
Parra, L.  (2016). 
Maltreatment in 
infancy: A 
developmental 
perspective in 
prevention and 
intervention. Trauma, 
Violence & Abuse, 
17 (4), 366-386. 

Week 13 
March 29, 2023 

Advances in Child 
Maltreatment Prevention 

Read: 

• Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(n.d.). Essentials for 
Childhood: Creating 
Safe, Stable, Nurturing 
Relationships and 
Environments for All 
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Children. National 
Center for Injury 
Prevention and 
Control, Division of 
Violence Prevention. 
Atlanta. 

Assignment Due: 

• Topic Summary 

Week 14 
April 5, 2023 

Current Events and Their 
Impact on Child Welfare and 
Wellbeing 

Read: 

• Herrenkohl, T. I., Scott, 
D., Higgins, D., Klika, J. 
B., & Lonne, B. (2020). 
How COVID-19 is 
placing vulnerable 
children at risk and 
why we need a 
different approach to 
child welfare. Child 
Maltreatment. 

Assignment Due: 

• Child Welfare 
Challenge 
Presentation 

Week 15 
April 12, 2023 

Current Events and Their 
Impact on Child Welfare and 
Wellbeing 

Read: 

• Ortega, R.M., Johnson-
Motoyama, M., Merkel-
Holguin, L., Rodriguez, 
C.M., Lee, S.J., 
Maguire-Jack, K., & 
Herrenkohl, T.I. (2021). 
Fedele F. and Iris M. 
Fauri 2020 Memorial 
Lecture Child Welfare 
and the COVID-19 
Pandemic. APSAC 
Advisor, 33 (2), 8-19. 

Assignment Due: 

• Topic Summary 

• Child Welfare 
Challenge 
Presentation 
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c. Assignments 

Assignment Due date Percent of overall 
grade 

Child Welfare Challenge 
Identification Write Up 

Week 4 
1/25/2023 by 2 PM  

Canvas upload 

15% of overall Grade 

Resilience 
Individual/Group 

Assignment 

Week 6  
February 10, 2023 

Individual Canvas upload by 
11:59 PM 

(Groups may turn in same 
assignment individually) 

 

5% of overall Grade 
(20 pts.) 

Topic Summary 
  

Several Weeks: 
Weeks 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10,13,15 

Due by individual Canvas 
upload by 11:59 PM  

20% of overall Grade,  
(5 points each) 

Child Welfare 
Challenge Worksheet 

Week 10  
March 8, 2023  

By 2 PM in Canvas   
(Groups, please turn in same 

assignment individually) 

15% of Overall Grade 

Child Welfare 
Challenge Presentation 

Week 14 (4/5/23) and Week 15 
(4/12/23) In Class 

Everyone must turn presentation 
in on 4/5/23 by 2 PM in Canvas 

or in class.  

45% of overall grade 

 

Assignments at a glance:  

 

 Topic Summaries Due Weeks 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 13, 15 – 20% of final grade)  

At the end of each topic, you will complete a summary by responding to prompts offered in 

Canvas. Each assignment is worth 5 points (see below). The Summaries must be uploaded to 

Canvas by 11:59 PM on the day the topic is concluded. Late assignments will not be accepted 

unless due to an excused absence or family emergency.  
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Points for each written assignment will be assigned as follows: 

• Full Credit (5 points): Full credit will be given for assignments that (1) are submitted on 
time; (2) address the assigned topic; and (3) reflect a thoughtful analysis of relevant 
issue(s). 

• Partial Credit (2 points): Partial credit will be given for assignments that: (1) are 
submitted on time; and (2) address the assigned topic but are incomplete. 

• No Credit (0 points): No credit will be given for unexcused late assignments or 
assignments that do not address the assigned topic. 

 

Resilience Individual/Group Assignment  (Due 2/8/2023 – 5% of final grade) 

There are 2 parts to this assignment. The first part requires that you work individually (listen to a 

podcast, read an article, reflect on the content). The second requires that you meet in class in 

small groups to discuss the content in depth and generate a short response that can be 

submitted on Canvas. This will be worth 20pts., but 5% of your overall grade.  

 

Part 1 (On Your Own) 

 

A. Listen to the following podcast with Dr. Ann Masten, an expert on resilience and child 

development:  

The Role of Resilience in the Face of Covid-19 (32 mins) 

As you listen to the podcast conversation, identify 3 key takeaways regarding resilience, and 

pay particular attention to comments about “adaptive emotion regulation.” Why is this a “critical 

aspect for managing stress,” according to Dr. Masten? 

B. After listening to the podcast, read the following article (available on Canvas): 

Gonzalez, K.A., Abreu, R.L., Arora, S. et al. (2021). Previous Resilience Has Taught Me That I 

Can Survive Anything:” LGBTQ Resilience During the COVID-19 Pandemic. Psychology of 

Sexual Orientation and Gender Diversity, 8 (2), 133-144. 

The authors of this article identify the following key themes in their study of resilience among 

LGBTQ individuals during the pandemic: 

1. Overcoming difficult experiences 
2. Radical acceptance 
3. Self-reliance 
4. Community support 

 
Relate these to the themes discussed in Masten’s podcast and consider how they compare. Is 
there anything additional or new that you learned from reading the article? Keep these ideas in 
mind for your group discussion. 
 

Part 2 (Small Groups) 

 

In small groups: (5pts. each) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g9dgj9bIeZo
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• talk about how themes from the podcast and article apply more generally to 

developmental processes of resilience in children, youth, and young adults.  

• Then, talk about the implications for direct practice with children and teens who 

experience adversity. 

• Further, discuss how the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted children and families and 

reflect on how experiences associated with the pandemic change, if at all,  

• what research tells us about resilience over the lifecourse.   

With other members of your group, write a summary of your conversation and key 

takeaways. (1-2 pages) 

Submit Responses 

Submit your individual responses on Canvas February 10, 2023  by 11:59 PM  (all must submit 

their own responses, although it is understood that the responses will be the same for those 

who work together in small groups; it is expected that everyone will participate and contribute 

the ideas submitted for credit). 

 

 Child Welfare Challenge – Group or Individual Presentation (Due Dates below: 75% 

of final grade) 

This assignment allows students to consider the challenges facing the U.S. child welfare system, 
conceptualize and describe the issue that centers on system reform and child maltreatment 
prevention from direct practice, community, administrative and policy perspectives.  You will 
analyze the problem, critique existing policies and services, and make recommendations.  (Hint, 
the challenges are outlined in the weekly topics) These issues should have a strong emphasis on 
PODS and Anti Racist Practices.  

• This will be a three-part assignment. See Canvas for details of each assignment. 
• Part one – Child Welfare Challenge Identification (15 points) Due Week 4 (Individual 

Assignment) 
• Part two – Child Welfare Worksheet – Identification of Prevention of Child 

Maltreatment (15 Points) Due Week 10 (group Assignment) 
• Part three – System Reform Final Presentation (45 points) Due Week 14 (group 

Assignment) 

This assignment may be completed as an individual assignment or a group assignment. There will 
be class time used to create your groups. When time permits, there will be opportunities to work 
on this project during class. Details for this assignment ae posted in Canvas. 
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d. Attendance and class participation  

Attendance is expected at each synchronous class and any asynchronous activities that you 

may be assigned and is extremely important because the discussions that occur in class cannot 

easily be replicated outside of the classroom from simply reading the assigned materials. 

Participation in class discussions, in class exercises, and small group discussions is expected 

and will contribute to your final grade. Participation means grounding your comments and 

analysis in the readings and other class materials – not simply offering your general opinion on 

a topic. If you experience difficulties in participating in discussions for technological, linguistic, 

cultural, or other reasons, please meet with me to explore ways in which you can become an 

active participant in class. If you need to miss a class, please email me at smonica@umich.edu 

to let me know you will be missing a class. We can discuss what needs to be done to make up 

for the missed class. Please refer to the Policy on Class Attendance found in the MSW Student 

Guide. 

 

e. Grading 

Final grades are based on 100 percentage points. Letter grades are assigned to point totals 

according to the following scale: 

Assessment Classification Range Grade Grade Point 

Excellent Work 94-100 A 4.0 

  (above course expectations) 91-93 A- 3.7 

Good Work 889-90 B+ 3.3 

  (meets course expectations) 84-87 B 3.0 
 

81-83 B- 2.7 

Poor Work 78-80 C+ 2.3 

  (meets minimal course expectations) 74-77 C 2.0 
 

71-73 C- 1.7 

Failing Work 0-70 F 0.0 

The criteria for each grade are as follows: 

  

A Mastery of subject content, demonstration of critical analysis, creativity and/or 

complexity in completion of the assignment. The difference between A+, A, and A- is 

based on the degree to which these skills are demonstrated. 

mailto:smonica@umich.edu
https://ssw.umich.edu/msw-student-guide/section/1.09.00/17/policy-on-class-attendance
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B+ Mastery of subject content beyond expected competency, but has not demonstrated 

additional critical analysis, creativity, or complexity in the completion of the assignment. 

B Mastery of subject content at level of expected competency – meets course 

expectations 

 

Four Notes on Grading: 

1. Class attendance and class participation are essential for this 
course.  Therefore, you are expected to attend, to be prepared, and to make 
reasonable contributions. It is your responsibility to get materials, handouts, or 
class notes from one of your classmates if you are unable to attend a class.  

2. It is best not to assume you will receive an “A” in this course.  I grade on a 
relative, not absolute, grading scale.  Since virtually all of you were “A” students 
as undergraduates there will be a natural and necessary redistribution at the 
graduate level. 

3. In general, I do accept challenges to grades. However, challenges must be in 
writing (not verbal); must be specific; and must be based on substantive 
arguments (or mathematical errors) not on nebulous references to “fairness.” I 
reserve the right to re-read, and re-grade, the work in its entirety in the case of a 
challenge. The grade may be adjusted upwards or downwards. 

4. Here are some reference links regarding grading:  
o Grades in Academic Courses and in Field Instruction 
o Student Grievance procedures 
o CRLT Testing  and Grading 

General Expectations for Written Work. Written work will be evaluated in relation to how 
well it addresses the topic and the clarity of the presentation.  It is important to follow 
assignment instructions carefully.  Please edit your work. If possible, have someone 
proofread for you. Spell checkers and grammar checkers are useful, but not as reliable 
as a human reader.  Please note I do grade on the quality of the writing.  Clear writing is 
generally aligned with clear thinking. 

Due Dates 

Due dates will be posted on Canvas. All assignments must be submitted to the 

appropriate folder on Canvas by the posted deadline. Exceptions to the due dates will 

require prior permission. Because each assignment really does have an impact on your 

grade, please do let me know if you foresee a problem with a due date. 

 

Social work students can receive individual writing assistance from Betsy Williams, 

Writing Skills and Study Skills Coordinator, through the UM SSW Career Services office. 

Students may schedule an appointment and bring a draft of their paper (at any stage) 

along with the text of the assignment and any questions or concerns they may have. 

Email ssw-cso@umich.edu or call 734-763-6259.  

 

https://ssw.umich.edu/msw-student-guide/section/1.07.00/14/grades-in-academic-courses-and-in-field-instruction
https://ssw.umich.edu/my-ssw/msw-forms/grievance-process
http://crlt.umich.edu/testing_and_grading
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I may re-evaluate the submitted work, and/or I may ask you to complete additional work 

to bring the work up to standard in order to adjust your grade. 

 

Please consult the MSW Student Guide policies on Grades in Academic Courses and in 

Field Instruction as well as Student Grievance procedures and the policy for grading in 

special circumstances can be referenced using these links.  

f. Class Recording and Course Materials  

Audio and video recording of in-class lectures and discussions is prohibited without my advance 

written permission. Students with an approved accommodation from the Office of Services for 

Students with Disabilities permitting the recording of class meetings must present 

documentation to me in advance of any recording being done. If permission is granted, the 

audio and/or video recording is to be used only for the student’s personal instructional use. 

Such recordings are not intended for a wider public audience, such as postings to the internet, 

social media or sharing with others.  

 

Even when permission to record has been given, I reserve the right to disallow recording for a 

portion of any class time where privacy is a special concern. Due to the sensitive nature of the 

topics we will be discussing, there will be several times when a recording in process will be 

stopped and where I will require any students who are recording to cease recording so that we 

may have an open and honest discussion. 

 

When I choose to record a class, I will decide which classes, if any, are recorded, what portion 
of each class is recorded, and whether a recording is made available on Canvas. On days when 
classes are recorded, students will be notified a recording is occurring. Class recordings and 
course materials may not be reproduced, sold, published or distributed to others, in whole or in 
part, without the written consent of the instructor. . Additional information on class recordings 
can be found the Recording and Privacy Concerns FAQ 

 
g. COVID-19 Statement  

For the safety of all students, faculty, and staff on campus, it is important for each of us 

to be mindful of safety measures that have been put in place for our protection.  Your 

participation in this course is conditional upon your adherence to all safety measures 

mandated by the state of Michigan and the University, including properly wearing a face 

covering in class and compliance with the University COVID-19 Vaccination 

Policy.  Other applicable and additional safety measures may be described in 

the Campus Maize & Blueprint.  Your ability to participate in this course may be 

impacted by failure to comply with campus safety measures.  Individuals seeking to 

request an accommodation related to the face covering requirement under the 

Americans with Disabilities Act should contact the Office for Institutional Equity and 

those seeking an exemption related to the vaccination requirement should submit an 

exemption request through WolverineAccess. I also encourage you to review 

http://ssw.umich.edu/msw-student-guide/chapter/1.08/grades-in-academic-courses-and-in-field-instruction
http://ssw.umich.edu/msw-student-guide/chapter/1.08/grades-in-academic-courses-and-in-field-instruction
http://ssw.umich.edu/msw-student-guide/chapter/1.18/student-grievances
https://ssw.umich.edu/msw-student-guide/section/1.08.01/15/grades-for-special-circumstances
https://ssw.umich.edu/msw-student-guide/section/1.08.01/15/grades-for-special-circumstances
https://safecomputing.umich.edu/be-aware/privacy/privacy-u-m/videoconferencing/recording-privacy-concerns-faq
https://ehs.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/U-M-Face-Covering-Policy-for-COVID-19.pdf
https://ehs.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/U-M-Face-Covering-Policy-for-COVID-19.pdf
https://ehs.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/COVID-19_Vaccination_Policy.pdf
https://ehs.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/COVID-19_Vaccination_Policy.pdf
https://campusblueprint.umich.edu/students
https://oie.umich.edu/american-with-disabilities-act-ada/
https://wolverineaccess.umich.edu/collection/all/covid-19


16 

the Statement of Student Rights and Responsibilities and the COVID-related Addendum 

to the Statement of Student Rights and Responsibilities. 

 

h. Health-Related Class Absences 

Please evaluate your own health status regularly and refrain from attending class and 

coming to campus if you are ill. You are encouraged to seek appropriate medical 

attention for treatment.  School of Social Work students who miss class due to illness of 

any kind will be given opportunities to access course materials online or provided with 

alternative learning opportunities. Please notify me by email about your absence as 

soon as practical, so that I can make accommodations.  Please note that documentation 

(a doctor’s note) for medical excuses is not required. 

 

 

Additional School and University policies, information and resources are available here:  

https://ssw.umich.edu/standard-policies-information-resources. They include: 

● Safety and emergency preparedness 

● Mental health and well-being 

● Teaching evaluations 

● Proper use of names and pronouns 

● Accommodations for students with disabilities 

● Religious/spiritual observances 

● Military deployment 

● Writing skills and expectations 

● Academic integrity and plagiarism 

 

https://oscr.umich.edu/statement#1
https://oscr.umich.edu/sites/oscr.umich.edu/files/2020_statement_addendum_final_approved.pdf
https://oscr.umich.edu/sites/oscr.umich.edu/files/2020_statement_addendum_final_approved.pdf
https://ssw.umich.edu/standard-policies-information-resources
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