
Course title: Practicing Policy with Current Events

Course #/term: SW 649-009, Winter 2023

Meeting Times: 9:00 AM -11:50 AM on the following Mondays:
January 9, January 23, January 30, February 6, February 13

Location: B760 SSWB - In Person

Credit hours: 1

Prerequisites: None

Instructor: Nitesh Singh, LMSW

Pronouns: he/him/his

Contact info: niteshs@umich.edu

Zoom Office hours: Mondays 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM; please make an appointment. If the
available times do not work for you, or you would like to meet in
person, please email me to arrange a time.

1. Course Statement

a. Course description
This policy skills course will help students develop an understanding of how to analyze,
formulate, and advocate for policies that advance human rights and social, economic,
and/or environmental justice through the application of critical thinking skills. Content
area will be drawn from current events (e.g., immigration, child welfare, health care
debates), and students will learn how to critically analyze the policy implications.
Students will develop strategies to engage in policy practice to effect change and
advocate for clients. Finally, students will gain specialized knowledge and skills in a
current policy area relevant to social work practice, which will also give students the
ability to advocate for their clients, the profession, and the promotion of social justice.
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b. Course objectives and competencies
● Articulate framings of policy-related stories as social constructions (Essential 6,

28, 39; EPAS 1, 2, 5, 7)
● Locate policy resources (e.g. legislation, regulations, white papers) needed to

understand a social welfare policy problem (Essential 14, EPAS 6)
● Analyze a social welfare policy issue in terms of contextual features (e.g.,

historical, political, legislative, ideological) while taking into account structural
privileges and inequities (Essential 29, 30, 34, 35; EPAS 1, 2, 3, 5).

● Identify strategies for resolving a social welfare policy problem that advances
human rights; social, economic, and/or environmental justice; and address power
dynamics to ensure voices are included (Essential 6, 28, 39; EPAS 1, 2, 5, 7).

● Advocate for a specific solution to a social welfare policy problem in a way that
acknowledges contextual and social equity issues surrounding the problem
(Essential 44; EPAS 1, 5).

c. Course design
The course will utilize a combination of lectures, discussion, and in class exercises.
Students will be graded on a pass/fail basis.

d. Intensive focus on PODS
This course integrates PODS content and skills with a special emphasis on the
identification of theories, practice and/or policies that promote social justice, illuminate
injustices and are consistent with scientific and professional knowledge. Through the
use of a variety of instructional methods, this course will support students developing a
vision of social justice, learn to recognize and reduce mechanisms that support
oppression and injustice, work toward social justice processes, apply intersectionality
and intercultural frameworks and strengthen critical consciousness, self-knowledge and
self-awareness to facilitate PODS learning.

This course encourages students to develop critical thinking skills so that they can
understand the ways in which various economic and political theories are used in the
policy process and how those frameworks can promote social justice or can oppress
individuals and groups (Critical Contextual Thinking; Critical Awareness). Students will
use principles of social justice to examine current public policy debates and to
interrogate various institutions and economic models (Critical Contextual Thinking;
Critical Awareness; Conflict, Dialog, and Community). Using knowledge gained in the
course, students will be able to identify points of interventions within existing institutions
to promote socially just policies (Actions Toward Social Justice Vision).
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2. Class Requirements

a. Text and class materials

All course readings, worksheets, and activities will be made available on the course
Canvas site. There are no texts or special materials to purchase for this course.

b. Tentative Class Schedule

Subject to change. Please refer to the Canvas site modules, assignments, and
announcements for details and the most up to date information.

WEEK DATE TOPIC

1 January 9 Social Problem Construction: Competing Framings of
Policy-Related Stories

January 16 No Class - Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

2 January 23 Finding Policy: Locating, Identifying, and Reading Policy

3 January 30 Consuming Policy Stories: Deconstructing Arguments and
Contextualizing Information

4 February 6 Identifying Advocacy Strategies: Making your Voices Heard

5 February 16 Synthesizing the Pieces: Policy Presentations

c. Assignments & Grading

This course is graded pass/fail. You will receive a passing grade in this course by
meeting the following requirements:

Full attendance at every class session. Attendance is required at every class
session, and you must be present for the full class session. If you must leave
early/arrive late to a class session or miss a full class session for reasons beyond
your control - illness, family tragedy, religious observance, or travel for
intercollegiate athletics - please let me know as soon as possible so we can
make appropriate arrangements. Note, however, that missing more than one
class session may result in you having to withdraw from the course.
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Active participation in all class sessions and activities. Everyone is expected
to be fully attentive during our class sessions, actively participate in our in and
out of class activities, and verbally contribute their perspective, experience,
and/or reflections at least once each course session to receive credit for
participation. If you anticipate any challenges with these expectations, please let
me know as soon as possible so that we can work together on a solution.

Completion of the Final Policy Project. The final project will be completed in
small groups with work towards the final product occurring both in class and out
of class. Each student must demonstrate that they have significantly and
equitably contributed to completion of both the final presentation and final paper
to receive a passing grade in the course.A grading rubric will be provided on the
course Canvas site that outlines the required components of the final project.

d. Class Recording and Course Materials

Audio and video recording of in-class lectures and discussions is prohibited without the
advance written permission of the instructor. Students with an approved accommodation
from the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities permitting the recording of class
meetings must present documentation to the instructor in advance of any recording
being done. The instructor reserves the right to disallow recording for a portion of any
class time where privacy is a special concern. If the instructor chooses to record a
class, they will decide which classes, if any, are recorded, what portion of each class is
recorded, and whether a recording is made available on the course management
website. On days when classes are recorded, students will be notified a recording is
occurring. Class recordings and course materials may not be reproduced, sold,
published or distributed to others, in whole or in part, without the express written
consent of the instructor.

e. COVID-19 Statement

Your participation in this course is conditional upon your adherence to all safety
measures mandated by the state of Michigan and the University, including compliance
with the University COVID-19 Vaccination Policy. Other applicable and additional safety
measures may be described in the Campus Maize & Blueprint. Your ability to
participate in this course may be impacted by failure to comply with campus safety
measures. The school also encourages students to review and become familiar with
the Statement of Student Rights and Responsibilities and the COVID-related Addendum
to the Statement of Student Rights and Responsibilities, both of which students are
accountable to.
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https://ehs.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/COVID-19_Vaccination_Policy.pdf
https://campusblueprint.umich.edu/students
https://oscr.umich.edu/statement#1
https://oscr.umich.edu/sites/oscr.umich.edu/files/2020_statement_addendum_final_approved.pdf
https://oscr.umich.edu/sites/oscr.umich.edu/files/2020_statement_addendum_final_approved.pdf


Additional School and University policies, information and resources are available here:
https://ssw.umich.edu/standard-policies-information-resources. They include:

● Safety and emergency preparedness
● Mental health and well-being
● Teaching evaluations
● Proper use of names and pronouns
● Accommodations for students with disabilities
● Religious/spiritual observances
● Military deployment
● Writing skills and expectations
● Academic integrity and plagiarism
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