
Course title: Policy & Political Social Work Simulation Lab - Automatic Boost to
Communities Act
Course #/term: SW 749 Section 1, Spring/Summer 2022
Time and place: Thursdays June 16, 23, 30, July 7, 14 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM

B760 SSWB
Credit hours: 1
Prerequisites: None
Instructor: Justin D. Hodge, LMSW
Pronouns: He, his, him
Contact info: E-mail: hodjusti@umich.edu Phone: (734) 647-8891

You may expect a response within 48-72 hours
Office: 4688 SSWB
Office hours: By appointment

1. COURSE STATEMENT

Course Description
This course presents advanced topics in Policy & Political Social Work. The topics may include
emerging practice issues and advanced application of specific methods.

This Section’s Topic
This course focuses on the role of social workers in protecting and advancing our democracy.
The course will provide students with an understanding of the threats facing our democracy, the
unique role that social workers have in it, and the tools to become more engaged.

Our democracy, as well as democracies around the world, are facing unprecedented threats.
The January 6th Insurrection demonstrated how fragile of system of governance is and should
serve as a call to action for all social workers. This course aims to contribute to the Democracy
& Debate university-wide educational initiative by providing students a venue to explore
concepts key to democratic systems and to connect them with efforts occurring across campus.

Course Content
This course will be a good fit for students interested in expanding their understanding of
democracy and social work. Additionally, students, both with a micro and macro focus, with an

1



interest in applying social work skills to protecting our democracy will have a particular interest
in the content.

Course Objectives
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Describe social work’s role in protecting and advancing our democracy.
2. Describe the threats facing our democracy, the unique role that social workers have in it,

and the tools to become more engaged.

Course Design
This course will be offered in-person.

Intensive Focus on Privilege, Oppression, Diversity and Social Justice (PODS)
This course integrates PODS content and skills with a special emphasis on the identification of
theories, practice and/or policies that promote social justice, illuminate injustices and are
consistent with scientific and professional knowledge. Through the use of a variety of
instructional methods, this course will support students developing a vision of social justice,
learn to recognize and reduce mechanisms that support oppression and injustice, work toward
social justice processes, apply intersectionality and intercultural frameworks and strengthen
critical consciousness, self-knowledge and self-awareness to facilitate PODS learning.

2. CLASS REQUIREMENTS

Text and class materials:
Required Reading

● Required and recommended readings are posted on Canvas.

Schedule:

Date/Time Agenda Required Readings &
Assignments

Session 1 What is democracy?
What are the
alternatives?

Read This: Syllabus

Session 2 What does it take to keep
a democracy? How does
it erode?

Read This: Robert M.
Ortega & Charles D.
Garvin (2020) The erosion
of democracy in many
countries: what should be
group work’s response?,
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Social Work with Groups,
43:4, 283-291, DOI:
10.1080/01609513.2019.1
656146

Watch This:
Democracy: What it takes |
Gerald R. Ford School of
Public Policy

Barton Gellman, “Democracy
in Crisis” | Gerald R. Ford
School of Public Policy

Session 3 What does the end of a
democracy look like?

Read This: Bie, M.BD.,
Roose, R., Coussée, F.,
Bradt, L. (2014). Learning
Democracy in Social Work.
In: Biesta, G., De Bie, M.,
Wildemeersch, D. (eds)
Civic Learning, Democratic
Citizenship and the Public
Sphere. Springer,
Dordrecht.
https://doi-org.proxy.lib.umi
ch.edu/10.1007/978-94-00
7-7259-5_4

Watch This:
Sarah Kendzior: Hiding in
Plain Sight

The twilight of democracy |
Gerald R. Ford School of
Public Policy

Session 4 How might we save our
democracy from ongoing
threats?

Read This: Kamiński,
Tadeusz. (2015). Social
Work, Democracy and
Human Rights - What
Follows from the Dignity of
the Human Person?.
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https://fordschool.umich.edu/event/2022/democracy-what-it-takes?utm_campaign=cb97c40c05-dc-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ford%20School%20contacts&utm_term=0_f6eeeecbac-cb97c40c05-333395921
https://fordschool.umich.edu/event/2022/democracy-what-it-takes?utm_campaign=cb97c40c05-dc-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ford%20School%20contacts&utm_term=0_f6eeeecbac-cb97c40c05-333395921
https://fordschool.umich.edu/event/2022/democracy-what-it-takes?utm_campaign=cb97c40c05-dc-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ford%20School%20contacts&utm_term=0_f6eeeecbac-cb97c40c05-333395921
https://fordschool.umich.edu/event/2022/barton-gellman-democracy-crisis?utm_source=Ford+School+contacts&utm_campaign=cb97c40c05-dc-email&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f6eeeecbac-cb97c40c05-333395921
https://fordschool.umich.edu/event/2022/barton-gellman-democracy-crisis?utm_source=Ford+School+contacts&utm_campaign=cb97c40c05-dc-email&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f6eeeecbac-cb97c40c05-333395921
https://fordschool.umich.edu/event/2022/barton-gellman-democracy-crisis?utm_source=Ford+School+contacts&utm_campaign=cb97c40c05-dc-email&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f6eeeecbac-cb97c40c05-333395921
https://fordschool.umich.edu/event/2022/sarah-kendzior-hiding-plain-sight?utm_source=Ford+School+contacts&utm_campaign=cb97c40c05-dc-email&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f6eeeecbac-cb97c40c05-333395921
https://fordschool.umich.edu/event/2022/sarah-kendzior-hiding-plain-sight?utm_source=Ford+School+contacts&utm_campaign=cb97c40c05-dc-email&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f6eeeecbac-cb97c40c05-333395921
https://fordschool.umich.edu/event/2022/twilight-democracy?utm_campaign=cb97c40c05-dc-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ford%20School%20contacts&utm_term=0_f6eeeecbac-cb97c40c05-333395921
https://fordschool.umich.edu/event/2022/twilight-democracy?utm_campaign=cb97c40c05-dc-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ford%20School%20contacts&utm_term=0_f6eeeecbac-cb97c40c05-333395921
https://fordschool.umich.edu/event/2022/twilight-democracy?utm_campaign=cb97c40c05-dc-email&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Ford%20School%20contacts&utm_term=0_f6eeeecbac-cb97c40c05-333395921


Caritas et Veritas. 1.
135-143.
10.32725/cetv.2015.014.

Watch This:
American democracy: The
path forward | Gerald R. Ford
School of Public Policy

Can Social Work Help Save
Democracy?

Session 5 Democracy Cafe
Presentations

Read This: The Social Work
Role in Building Real
Democracy

Assignment:
The one assignment for this course is to create a Democracy Café as part of the university’s
Democracy & Debate initiative. You may complete this individually or as a group. Our final class
session will be spent on presenting your Democracy Cafe and discussing your process. While
not required, my hope is that you will submit your Democracy Cafe to be publicly sharable
through the initiative after you have received my feedback.

Grading:
Please review the MSW Student Guide policies on Grades in Academic Courses and in Field
Instruction as well as Student Grievance procedures.

This course is offered satisfactory/unsatisfactory. To receive a satisfactory grade, students must
fulfill the requirements of their specific role within the simulation, including engaging with other
students.

Class Recording and Course Materials

Audio and video recording of in-class lectures and discussions is prohibited without the advance
written permission of the instructor. Students with an approved accommodation from the Office
of Services for Students with Disabilities permitting the recording of class meetings must present
documentation to the instructor in advance of any recording being done. The instructor reserves
the right to disallow recording for a portion of any class time where privacy is a special concern.
If the instructor chooses to record a class, they will decide which classes, if any, are recorded,
what portion of each class is recorded, and whether a recording is made available on the course
management website. On days when classes are recorded, students will be notified a recording
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https://fordschool.umich.edu/event/2022/american-democracy-path-forward
https://fordschool.umich.edu/event/2022/american-democracy-path-forward
https://fordschool.umich.edu/event/2022/american-democracy-path-forward
https://vimeo.com/697759899
https://vimeo.com/697759899
https://www.ifsw.org/the-social-work-role-in-building-real-democracy/
https://www.ifsw.org/the-social-work-role-in-building-real-democracy/
https://www.ifsw.org/the-social-work-role-in-building-real-democracy/
https://speakactvote.umich.edu/engagement-resources/democracy-cafes/
http://ssw.umich.edu/msw-student-guide/chapter/1.08/grades-in-academic-courses-and-in-field-instruction
http://ssw.umich.edu/msw-student-guide/chapter/1.08/grades-in-academic-courses-and-in-field-instruction
http://ssw.umich.edu/msw-student-guide/chapter/1.18/student-grievances


is occurring. Class recordings and course materials may not be reproduced, sold, published or
distributed to others, in whole or in part, without the written consent of the instructor.]

COVID-19 Statement

For the safety of all students, faculty, and staff on campus, it is important for each of us to be
mindful of safety measures that have been put in place for our protection. By returning to
campus, you have acknowledged your responsibility for protecting the collective health of our
community.  Your participation in this course on an in-person/hybrid basis is conditional upon
your adherence to all safety measures mandated by the state of Michigan and the University,
including maintaining physical distancing of six feet from others, and properly wearing a face
covering in class.  Other applicable safety measures may be described in the Wolverine Culture
of Care and the University’s Face Covering Policy for COVID-19.  Your ability to participate in
this course in-person/hybrid may be impacted by failure to comply with campus safety
measures.  Individuals seeking to request an accommodation related to the face covering
requirement under the Americans with Disabilities Act should contact the Office for Institutional
Equity. If you are unable or unwilling to adhere to these safety measures while in a face-to-face
class setting, you will be required to participate on a remote basis.  I also encourage you to
review the Statement of Student Rights and Responsibilities and the COVID-related Addendum
to the Statement of Student Rights and Responsibilities.

Health-Related Class Absences

Please evaluate your own health status regularly and refrain from attending class and coming to
campus if you are ill. You are encouraged to seek appropriate medical attention for treatment. 
School of Social Work students who miss class due to illness of any kind will be given
opportunities to access course materials online or provided with alternative learning
opportunities. Please notify me by email about your absence as soon as practical, so that I can
make accommodations.  Please note that documentation (a doctor’s note) for medical excuses
is not required.

Additional School and University policies, information and resources are available here:
https://ssw.umich.edu/standard-policies-information-resources. They include:

● Safety and emergency preparedness
● Mental health and well-being
● Teaching evaluations
● Proper use of names and pronouns
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https://campusblueprint.umich.edu/uploads/Wolverine_Culture_of_Care%20sign_8.5x11_UPDATED_071520.pdf
https://campusblueprint.umich.edu/uploads/Wolverine_Culture_of_Care%20sign_8.5x11_UPDATED_071520.pdf
http://ehs.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/U-M-Face-Covering-Policy-for-COVID-19.pdf
https://oie.umich.edu/american-with-disabilities-act-ada/
https://oie.umich.edu/american-with-disabilities-act-ada/
https://oscr.umich.edu/statement#1
https://oscr.umich.edu/sites/oscr.umich.edu/files/2020_statement_addendum_final_approved.pdf
https://oscr.umich.edu/sites/oscr.umich.edu/files/2020_statement_addendum_final_approved.pdf
https://ssw.umich.edu/standard-policies-information-resources


● Accommodations for students with disabilities
● Religious/spiritual observances
● Military deployment
● Writing skills and expectations
● Academic integrity and plagiarism
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