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Course title: Power in the Global Context 

Course #/term: SW 680, Section 001, Winter 2022 

Time and place: Mondays, 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM EST, Room Number: School of Education 

Building (SEB) 4212 

Credit hours: 3 

Prerequisites: None 

Instructor: Dr. Ashley Cureton (Dr. Cureton or Professor Cureton) 

Pronouns: She/Her 

Contact info: Email: curetona@umich.edu   

Phone: (734) 763-6081   

 

You may expect a response within 48 hours. 

Office: 3702 SSWB 

Office hours: Mondays from 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM and by appointment 

 

1. Course Statement  
 

a. Course description 

 

Social problems affecting individuals, families, groups, communities, and nations are globally 

interconnected. This course is designed to introduce students to an understanding of power in the global 

context and to help students develop a critical and reflexive understanding of how such power informs 

social work practice, utilizing decolonizing and social justice-oriented perspectives (e.g., feminist, 

participatory, liberatory/emancipatory). Students will gain an analytic de-centering framework for  

critical understanding and assessment of pressing social problems (e.g., human trafficking, climate 

change, and environmental disasters) and models of social interventions across global contexts. Students 

will learn to develop research- and policy-related questions and procedures that may address these 

pressing social problems. In exploring these themes, we will review underpinning theories and practice in 

global social work, such as: colonization, international aid and development, and democratization. 

 

b. Course objectives and competencies  

• Demonstrate an understanding of the global capitalist project, including acts of war, colonization, 

extraction, international aid and development, and democratization. (EPAS 2, 3, 5; PODS) 

• Demonstrate an understanding of social policy and social work practice globally in response to 

the global capitalist project. (EPAS 2, 3, 5; PODS) 
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• Demonstrate critical and reflexive understanding of social, economic, and environmental 

problems and injustices and human rights violations within a global context (e.g. human 

trafficking, gender-based violence and gender discrimination, climate change). (EPAS 1, 3; 

PODS)  

• Demonstrate critical and reflexive understanding of potential solutions to select global problems. 

(EPAS 4, 5, 7. 8; PODS)  

• Critically and reflexively examine the structure of institutions and the actors who influence global 

policy and practice decision-making (e.g. United Nations programs, international social work 

federations; indigenous and transnational communities and advocacy groups). (EPAS 1, 5, 7, 9; 

PODS)  

• Apply the understanding of social, economic, and environmental justice and human rights to 

develop policy, practice, and/or research-related projects. (EPAS all; PODS) 

 
c. Course design 

 
This class will strive to foster a learning environment where each student can reflect critically on sources 

of power and mechanisms of oppression and privilege, construct a framework for justice, and examine 

sources and impacts of their beliefs and perspectives. This course will work to create a climate that 

supports critical analyses, mutual learning, engaging within and across differences, examining sources of 

power and knowledge, and understanding more about identities. It involves lectures, video, discussion 

and participation in experiential activities.  

Class meeting time will generally be devoted to the discussion and related activities. Presentations will be 

led by the instructor, students, and guest lecturers and readings will provide the basis for the discussion. 

Students will be able to access course readings, PowerPoint slides, assignments, and resources through 

the Canvas site established for this course.  
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d. Intensive focus on PODS 

 

This course integrates PODS content and skills with a special emphasis on the identification of theories, 

practice and/or policies that promote social justice, illuminate injustices and are consistent with scientific 

and professional knowledge. Through the use of a variety of instructional methods, this course will 

support students developing a vision of social justice, learn to recognize and reduce mechanisms that 

support oppression and injustice, work toward social justice processes, apply intersectionality and 

intercultural frameworks and strengthen critical consciousness, self-knowledge and self-awareness to 

facilitate PODS learning.  

 

This course has a substantial focus on PODS as it emphasizes understanding power in the global context, 

including how power contributes to privilege, oppression, diversity, and social justice in a global social 

work. The course will teach students to apply social justice lenses (e.g., feminism, emancipation, 

decolonization) to describe and explain global phenomena (e.g., human trafficking, climate change, and 

environmental disasters) and potential solutions to global problems.  

 

The course emphasizes the following PODS’ skills:  

 

Critical Contextual/Structural Thinking  

• Demonstrate skills relevant for the critical and reflexive understanding of how global issues 

(experienced locally and globally) are constructed, understood, and addressed, through 

information gathering and  

• Critical analysis of manifestations, consequences, and mechanisms of injustice at a global level.  

• Demonstrate analytical skills by applying comparative, historical and global perspectives 

 

Take Actions towards Social Justice  

• Demonstrate the ability to develop research- and policy- questions relevant to global problems by 

using  

collaborative/participatory theories and methods.  

• Build on positive sources of power to envision and to work toward globally social justice and 

empowerment.  

 

Critical Self-Awareness, Use of Self & Strategies for Resilience & Generativity  

• Recognize one’s own positionality as citizen, resident or member of a specific community, 

location or nation, within the global context.  

• Demonstrate knowledge and skills for intersectional humility, related to community, location or 

nation membership (be able to suspend one’s own assumptions and perspectives in order to 

understand/recognize alternative worldviews). 
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2. Class Requirements  
 

a. Text and class materials 

 

The required and optional readings will be provided via Canvas in the form of links to external sites (e.g., 

news, videos, podcasts) or PDFs. The Canvas site will be an important resource for completing and 

submitting assignments, keeping track of due dates, and communicating with one another via Canvas, so 

please take some time to familiarize yourself with it and check it on a weekly basis. Please utilize the U-

M online library for access to restricted content such as New York Times articles, or request a PDF from 

me if unavailable via U-M access. 

 

You are required to read all assigned readings. As a discussion-based course, we will engage in most of 

the assigned readings from each week. At this time, all readings have been posted in Canvas. I will 

continue to upload OPTIONAL readings, podcasts, recordings, and other useful resources throughout the 

semester based on current events and the general flow of the course. I’ll alert you when I’ve uploaded 

new readings and documents.  

 

b. Class schedule 

Below is an overview of the weekly themes/topics, required readings and videos, and assignments for 

your review. If changes are made to the syllabus, an email will be shared at least 72 hours in 

advance. Updates will be added to the Canvas website. 

Date Topic Readings & Media 

Week of 

January 10th  

 

WEEK 1 

VIRTUAL 

Course Overview & 

Introduction to 

Global Social Work 

● Readings: 

○ International Federation of Social Workers 

(2014). Global Definition of Social Work.  

https://www.ifsw.org/what-is-social-

work/global-definition-of-social-work/  

○ Morley, C. (2016). Promoting activism 

through critical social work education: the 

impact of global capitalism and neoliberalism 

on social work and social work education. 

Critical and Radical Social Work, 4(1), pp. 

39-57. 

○ OPTIONAL (HIGHLY RECOMMEND): 

Gray, M. (2005). Dilemmas of international 

social work: paradoxical processes in 

indigenization, universalism, and 

imperialism. International Journal of Social 

Welfare, 14, 231-238.  

https://www.ifsw.org/what-is-social-work/global-definition-of-social-work/
https://www.ifsw.org/what-is-social-work/global-definition-of-social-work/
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdfdirect/

10.1111/j.1468-2397.2005.00363.x  

○ OPTIONAL (HIGHLY RECOMMEND): 

Jones, D. & Truell, R. (2012). The Global 

Agenda for Social Work and Social 

Development. A place to link together and be 

effective in a globalized world. International 

Social Work, 1-19.  

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177

/0020872812440587  

○ OPTIONAL: International Federation of 

Social Workers (2018). Global Social Work 

Statement of Ethical Principles. 

https://www.ifsw.org/global-social-work-

statement-of-ethical-principles/  

○ OPTIONAL (HIGHLY RECOMMEND): 

Razack, N. (2009). Decolonizing the 

pedagogy and practice of international social 

work. International Social Work, 52(1), 9-21.  

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177

/0020872808097748  

○ OPTIONAL: A Savior No One Needs: 

Unpacking and Overcoming the White 

Savior Complex 

https://www.healthline.com/health/white-

saviorism  

○ OPTIONAL: IASSW, ICSW, IFSW. (2018). 

Global Agenda for Social Work and Social 

Development: Third Report. Promoting 

Community and Environmental 

Sustainability’. (Ed. David N. Jones), IFSW, 

Rheinfelden. 

https://www.iassw-aiets.org/wp-

content/uploads/2018/07/Global-Agenda-3rd-

Report-PDF.pdf  

○ OPTIONAL (HIGHLY RECOMMEND): 

NWS (2018). 7 tips on how to be a good 

human while traveling to countries in the 

Southern Hemisphere. 

https://nowhitesaviors.org/7-tips-on-how-to-

be-a-good-human-while-traveling-to-

countries-in-the-southern-hemisphere/  

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdfdirect/10.1111/j.1468-2397.2005.00363.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdfdirect/10.1111/j.1468-2397.2005.00363.x
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0020872812440587
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0020872812440587
https://www.ifsw.org/global-social-work-statement-of-ethical-principles/
https://www.ifsw.org/global-social-work-statement-of-ethical-principles/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0020872808097748
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0020872808097748
https://www.healthline.com/health/white-saviorism
https://www.healthline.com/health/white-saviorism
https://www.iassw-aiets.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Global-Agenda-3rd-Report-PDF.pdf
https://www.iassw-aiets.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Global-Agenda-3rd-Report-PDF.pdf
https://www.iassw-aiets.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Global-Agenda-3rd-Report-PDF.pdf
https://nowhitesaviors.org/7-tips-on-how-to-be-a-good-human-while-traveling-to-countries-in-the-southern-hemisphere/
https://nowhitesaviors.org/7-tips-on-how-to-be-a-good-human-while-traveling-to-countries-in-the-southern-hemisphere/
https://nowhitesaviors.org/7-tips-on-how-to-be-a-good-human-while-traveling-to-countries-in-the-southern-hemisphere/
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Week of 

January 17th  

 

WEEK 2 

 

NO CLASS        

MLK DAY 

 

● Readings:  

○ 5 Things Written by Martin Luther King Jr. 

that Everyone Should Read, According to an 

Expert  

https://time.com/5221314/martin-luther-king-

jr-speeches/  

● Documentary: 

○ 9 Documentaries to Watch for Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day 

https://www.thewrap.com/martin-luther-

king-jr-documentaries-civil-rights/  

Week of 

January 24th  

 

WEEK 3 

FRAMING: 

 Power; Critical 

Theory; Critical 

Epistemology, and 

Critical Practice 

● Readings: 

○ Christens, B. D. (2019). Community Power 

and Empowerment. Oxford University Press. 

CHAPTERS 2 & 3 

○ Cornwall, A. (2008) Unpacking  

‘Participation’: models, meanings and 

practices. Community Development  

Journal, 43(3), 269–283. 

http://www.gsdrc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2016/03/Unpacking_Particip

ation_models_meanings.pdf  

○ OPTIONAL (HIGHLY RECOMMEND): 

Green, T. L. (2017). From positivism to 

critical theory: School-community relations 

toward community equity literacy. 

International Journal of Qualitative Studies 

in Education, 30(4).  

https://www.libs.uga.edu/reserves/docs/main-

spring2018/freeman-qual8400/green_from-

positivism-to-critical-theory.pdf  

● Videos:  

○ The TED TALK: Ernesto Sirolli: Shut up and 

listen  

https://www.ted.com/talks/ernesto_sirolli_wa

nt_to_help_someone_shut_up_and_listen?lan

guage=en (17 minutes)   

○ Foucault on Power  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYoub1

mfk5k (5 minutes) 

 

https://time.com/5221314/martin-luther-king-jr-speeches/
https://time.com/5221314/martin-luther-king-jr-speeches/
https://www.thewrap.com/martin-luther-king-jr-documentaries-civil-rights/
https://www.thewrap.com/martin-luther-king-jr-documentaries-civil-rights/
http://www.gsdrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Unpacking_Participation_models_meanings.pdf
http://www.gsdrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Unpacking_Participation_models_meanings.pdf
http://www.gsdrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/Unpacking_Participation_models_meanings.pdf
https://www.libs.uga.edu/reserves/docs/main-spring2018/freeman-qual8400/green_from-positivism-to-critical-theory.pdf
https://www.libs.uga.edu/reserves/docs/main-spring2018/freeman-qual8400/green_from-positivism-to-critical-theory.pdf
https://www.libs.uga.edu/reserves/docs/main-spring2018/freeman-qual8400/green_from-positivism-to-critical-theory.pdf
https://www.ted.com/talks/ernesto_sirolli_want_to_help_someone_shut_up_and_listen?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/ernesto_sirolli_want_to_help_someone_shut_up_and_listen?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/ernesto_sirolli_want_to_help_someone_shut_up_and_listen?language=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYoub1mfk5k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AYoub1mfk5k
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Assignment: Response Paper (#1) due on Friday, January 

28, 2022 by 11:59 PM EST. Submit the assignment via 

Canvas. 

Week of 

January 31st  

 

WEEK 4 

FRAMING: 

Globalization: 

Conventional lens 

and neoliberal, 

critical lens 

 

● Readings:  

○ Healy, L. (2008). International Social Work: 

Professional Action in an Interdependent 

World. Oxford University Press. CHAPTER 

2 

○ Dominelli, L. (2010). Globalization, 

contemporary challenges and social work 

practice. International Social Work, 53(5), 

599-612. 

○ OPTIONAL: Carter, Z.D. (2021, June 19). 

The Real Problem with Globalization. The 

Atlantic. 
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/

2021/06/globalization-bretton-woods-keynes-

history/619232/   

○ OPTIONAL: Kwaku Afesorgbor, S., 

Afewerk Demena, B., van Bergeijk, P.A.G. 

(2021, June 16). COVID-19 has shone a light 

on how globalization can tackle inequality. 

The Conversation. 

https://theconversation.com/covid-19-has-

shone-a-light-on-how-globalization-can-

tackle-inequality-162046  

● Video:  

○ The myth of globalization. Peter Alfandary, 

TEDxAix  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUYNB

4a8d2U  

Week of 

February 7th  

 

WEEK 5 

FRAMING: 

Global social 

welfare institutions 

and organizations 

● Readings: 

○ Healy, L. (2008). International Social Work: 

Professional Action in an Interdependent 

World. Oxford University Press. CHAPTER 

5 

○ Pittman, S., Sugawara, C. L., Rodgers, M. E., 

& Bediako, A. (2015). Social Workers in 

International Relief and Development: A 

Natural Fit. Interdisciplinary Journal of Best 

Practices in Global Development, 1, 18. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2021/06/globalization-bretton-woods-keynes-history/619232/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2021/06/globalization-bretton-woods-keynes-history/619232/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2021/06/globalization-bretton-woods-keynes-history/619232/
https://theconversation.com/covid-19-has-shone-a-light-on-how-globalization-can-tackle-inequality-162046
https://theconversation.com/covid-19-has-shone-a-light-on-how-globalization-can-tackle-inequality-162046
https://theconversation.com/covid-19-has-shone-a-light-on-how-globalization-can-tackle-inequality-162046
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUYNB4a8d2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xUYNB4a8d2U
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https://knowledge.e.southern.edu/cgi/viewco

ntent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=100

3&context=ijbpgd  

○ OPTIONAL: UN Social Development Goals  

https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda  

● Videos: 

○ Professor Wendy Brown, UC-Berkeley: How 

Neoliberalism Threatens Democracy?  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMMJ9

HqzRcE   

○ OPTIONAL: Short Films: 8 short films to 

inspire you to SDG action.  

https://unfoundation.org/blog/post/8-short-

films-to-inspire-you-into-sdg-action/  

Week of 

February 14th  

 

WEEK 6 

THEORY:  

African-centered 

knowledge and 

practice  

● Readings: 

○ Schiele, J. H. (1996). Afrocentricity: An 

Emerging Paradigm in Social Work Practice. 

Social Work, 41(3), 284–294. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/sw/41.3.284  

○ Mazama, A. (2001). The  

Afrocentric Paradigm: Contours and 

Definitions. Journal of Black Studies,  

31(4), 387-405. 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177

/002193470103100401  

○ OPTIONAL (HIGHLY RECOMMEND): 

Sewpaul, V. (2006). The Global—Local  

Dialectic: Challenges for African Scholarship 

and Social Work in a Post-Colonial World, 

The British Journal of Social Work, 36(3), 

419-434.   

https://doi.org/10.1093/bjsw/bcl003  

● Video:  

○ OPTIONAL: Professor Alondra Nelson, 

Columbia University: Body and Soul: The 

Black Panther Party and the Fight Against 

Medical Discrimination  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2TTLJh

P2Jk 

https://knowledge.e.southern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=1003&context=ijbpgd
https://knowledge.e.southern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=1003&context=ijbpgd
https://knowledge.e.southern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=1003&context=ijbpgd
https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMMJ9HqzRcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZMMJ9HqzRcE
https://unfoundation.org/blog/post/8-short-films-to-inspire-you-into-sdg-action/
https://unfoundation.org/blog/post/8-short-films-to-inspire-you-into-sdg-action/
https://doi.org/10.1093/sw/41.3.284
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/002193470103100401
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/002193470103100401
https://doi.org/10.1093/bjsw/bcl003
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2TTLJhP2Jk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J2TTLJhP2Jk
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Week of 

February 21st  

 

 

WEEK 7 

PRACTICE:  

Social Work in 

Africa 

● Readings: 

○ Umoren, N. (2016). Social work 

development in Africa: Encouraging best 

practice. International Journal of Scientific & 

Engineering Research, 7(1), 191-203. 

https://www.ijser.org/researchpaper/Social-

Work-Development-in-Africa--Encouraging-

Best-Practice.pdf  

○ Bent-Goodley, T., Nichols Fairfax, C., & 

Carlton-LaNey, I. (2017). The significance of 

African-centered social work for social work 

practice. Journal of Human Behavior in the 

Social Environment, 27, 1-6.  

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.108

0/10911359.2016.1273682?needAccess=true  

○ OPTIONAL: Spitzer, H. (2017). Social 

work in East Africa: A mzungu perspective. 

International Social Work, 62(2), 567-580.  

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177

/0020872817742696  

 

Assignment: Film Critique Paper due on Friday, 

February 25, 2022 by 11:59 PM EST. Submit the 

assignment via Canvas. 

Week of 

February 28th 

 

 

WEEK 8 

SPRING  

BREAK 

● NO ASSIGNED READINGS 

● Enjoy your break! 

Week of 

March 7th   

 

WEEK 9 

THEORY: 

Indigenous 

Knowledge & 

Practice 

● Readings: 

○ Hart, M.A. (2010). Indigenous  

Worldviews, Knowledge, and Research: The 

Development of an Indigenous Research 

Paradigm. Journal of Indigenous Voices in 

Social Work, 1, 1. 

○ Tuck, E. (2009). Indigenous  

theories of change. Re-visioning action: 

Participatory action research and  

Indigenous theories of change. The Urban 

Review, 41(1), 47-65. 

● Video: 

https://www.ijser.org/researchpaper/Social-Work-Development-in-Africa--Encouraging-Best-Practice.pdf
https://www.ijser.org/researchpaper/Social-Work-Development-in-Africa--Encouraging-Best-Practice.pdf
https://www.ijser.org/researchpaper/Social-Work-Development-in-Africa--Encouraging-Best-Practice.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/10911359.2016.1273682?needAccess=true
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/10911359.2016.1273682?needAccess=true
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0020872817742696
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0020872817742696
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○ Las canciones pintadas del  

Amazonas/Woven songs of the Amazon  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9NB31D

saJZY  

Week of 

March 14th  

 

WEEK 10 

THEORY: 

Human Rights  

● Readings: 

○ Cruft, R., Liao, S.M. & Renzo, M. (2015) 

The Philosophical Foundations of Human 

Rights: An Overview. In: Cruft R, Liao SM, 

Renzo M (ed.). Philosophical Foundations of 

Human Rights. Philosophical  

Foundations of Law, Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, pp. 1-41. READ THE 

FIRST 20 PAGES 

○ Broberg, M., & Sano, H.O. (2018). Strengths 

and weaknesses in a human rights-based 

approach to international development – an 

analysis of a rights-based approach to 

development assistance based on practical 

experiences. The International Journal of 

Human Rights, 22(5), 664–680. 

○ OPTIONAL: Androff, D. (2016). Perils and 

prospects of human rights-based approaches. 

In Androff, D., Practicing human rights-

based approaches to social work (pp143-

156). New York: Routledge. 

○ OPTIONAL: Micheline R. Ishay, The 

History of Human Rights (Berkeley: 

University of California Press, 2004), 

“Enlightenment,” pp. 64-116. 

Week of 

March 21st  

 

WEEK 11 

WORLD SOCIAL 

WORK DAY 

 

The actual day is 

Tuesday, March 22, 

2022 

● Guest Speaker – TBD 

● Documentary – TBD  

● Readings:  

○ History of World Social Work Day 

https://www.ifsw.org/history-world-social-

work-day/  

○ Meet Social Workers from around the World 

https://www.ifsw.org/what-is-social-    

work/meet-social-workers-from-around-the-

world/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9NB31DsaJZY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9NB31DsaJZY
https://www.ifsw.org/history-world-social-work-day/
https://www.ifsw.org/history-world-social-work-day/
https://www.ifsw.org/what-is-social-%20%20%20%20work/meet-social-workers-from-around-the-world/
https://www.ifsw.org/what-is-social-%20%20%20%20work/meet-social-workers-from-around-the-world/
https://www.ifsw.org/what-is-social-%20%20%20%20work/meet-social-workers-from-around-the-world/
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Assignment: Response Paper (#2) due on Friday, March 

25, 2022 by 11:59 PM EST. Submit the assignment via 

Canvas. 

Week of 

March 28th  

 

WEEK 12 

HUMAN RIGHTS:  

Women & Human 

Rights Framework 

 

● Readings: 

○ Women’s Rights. Amnesty International. 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-

do/discrimination/womens-rights/  

○ Ford, L. (2019). ‘Everybody is talking about 

it’: women’s rights to take centre stage in 

2020. The Guardian. 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-

development/2019/dec/27/everybody-is-

talking-about-it-womens-rights-to-take-

centre-stage-in-2020  

○ OPTIONAL: Johnson, S. (2021). ‘It was 

civil war: photographing Mexico’s women’s 

rights protests. The Guardian. 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-

development/2021/dec/30/it-was-civil-war-

photographing-mexicos-womens-rights-

protests  

○ OPTIONAL: Ghaedi, M. (2022). Taliban 

revoke Afghan women’s hard-won rights. 

Qantara De. 

https://en.qantara.de/content/womens-rights-

taliban-revoke-afghan-womens-hard-won-

rights  

Week of 

April 4th   

 

WEEK 13 

HUMAN RIGHTS: 

Children’s Rights 

● Readings:  

○ Archard, David. 1993. Children: Rights and 

Childhood. London: Routledge. CHAPTER 

4 

○ Bhabha, J. (2014). Child migration and 

human rights in a global age. New Jersey: 

Princeton University Press. CHAPTER 6  

○ Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

Retrieved by 

http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalintere
st/pages/crc.aspx   

○ Freeman, M. (2016). The value and values of 

Children’s Rights. The human rights of 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/discrimination/womens-rights/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/discrimination/womens-rights/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/dec/27/everybody-is-talking-about-it-womens-rights-to-take-centre-stage-in-2020
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/dec/27/everybody-is-talking-about-it-womens-rights-to-take-centre-stage-in-2020
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/dec/27/everybody-is-talking-about-it-womens-rights-to-take-centre-stage-in-2020
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/dec/27/everybody-is-talking-about-it-womens-rights-to-take-centre-stage-in-2020
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/dec/30/it-was-civil-war-photographing-mexicos-womens-rights-protests
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/dec/30/it-was-civil-war-photographing-mexicos-womens-rights-protests
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/dec/30/it-was-civil-war-photographing-mexicos-womens-rights-protests
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/dec/30/it-was-civil-war-photographing-mexicos-womens-rights-protests
https://en.qantara.de/content/womens-rights-taliban-revoke-afghan-womens-hard-won-rights
https://en.qantara.de/content/womens-rights-taliban-revoke-afghan-womens-hard-won-rights
https://en.qantara.de/content/womens-rights-taliban-revoke-afghan-womens-hard-won-rights
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/crc.aspx
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children: From visions to implementation. 

London: Routledge Publisher. CHAPTER 1 

○ OPTIONAL: Jolie, A. (2019, November 

20). Angelina Jolie interviews one of the 

drafters of the U.N. convention on the rights 

of children: ‘Children need to know their 

rights.” TIME magazine. 

○ OPTIONAL: Rothschild, A. (2017, May 2). 

Is America holding out on protecting 

children’s rights? The Atlantic. Retrieved 

from 

https://www.theatlantic.com/education/arc
hive/2017/05/holding-out-on-childrens-
rights/524652/  

Week of 

April 11th  

 

WEEK 14 

HUMAN RIGHTS:  

Refugee Rights 

● Readings:  

○ Shacknove, A. (1985) “Who is a refugee?” 

Ethics 95(2).  

○ Zetter, R. (2007) More labels, fewer 

refugees: Remaking the refugee label in an 

era of globalization. Journal of Refugee 

Studies, 20(2), 172-192.  

○ Mansell, C.M. (2016). Camp Code: How to 

navigate a refugee settlement. Places 

Journal. 

https://placesjournal.org/article/camp-

code/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA_c-

OBhDFARIsAIFg3ewLeyNMfaFLNRLaP-

UceQV0I2JKd1CDzY0d4D9nqWlrRzfQOC

vw4g4aAl0OEALw_wcB&cn-reloaded=1  

● Video: 

○ OPTIONAL: The Importance of 

Humanizing Refugees. Facing History & 

Ourselves  

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-

library/video/importance-humanizing-

refugees  

https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2017/05/holding-out-on-childrens-rights/524652/
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2017/05/holding-out-on-childrens-rights/524652/
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2017/05/holding-out-on-childrens-rights/524652/
https://placesjournal.org/article/camp-code/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA_c-OBhDFARIsAIFg3ewLeyNMfaFLNRLaP-UceQV0I2JKd1CDzY0d4D9nqWlrRzfQOCvw4g4aAl0OEALw_wcB&cn-reloaded=1
https://placesjournal.org/article/camp-code/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA_c-OBhDFARIsAIFg3ewLeyNMfaFLNRLaP-UceQV0I2JKd1CDzY0d4D9nqWlrRzfQOCvw4g4aAl0OEALw_wcB&cn-reloaded=1
https://placesjournal.org/article/camp-code/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA_c-OBhDFARIsAIFg3ewLeyNMfaFLNRLaP-UceQV0I2JKd1CDzY0d4D9nqWlrRzfQOCvw4g4aAl0OEALw_wcB&cn-reloaded=1
https://placesjournal.org/article/camp-code/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA_c-OBhDFARIsAIFg3ewLeyNMfaFLNRLaP-UceQV0I2JKd1CDzY0d4D9nqWlrRzfQOCvw4g4aAl0OEALw_wcB&cn-reloaded=1
https://placesjournal.org/article/camp-code/?gclid=Cj0KCQiA_c-OBhDFARIsAIFg3ewLeyNMfaFLNRLaP-UceQV0I2JKd1CDzY0d4D9nqWlrRzfQOCvw4g4aAl0OEALw_wcB&cn-reloaded=1
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/video/importance-humanizing-refugees
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/video/importance-humanizing-refugees
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/video/importance-humanizing-refugees
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Week of 

April 18th  

 

WEEK 15 

 

Review  

(JEOPARDY 

GAME) 

 

 

● NO ASSIGNED READINGS 

 

 

 

 

Assignment: Student Podcast + Reflection Paper due on 

Monday, April 20th by 11:59 PM EST. Submit 

presentations via Canvas.  

 

c. Assignments 
 

Assignment Due date Percent of overall grade 

Attendance &                     

Class Participation 

Active listening and engagement 

during every class session 

15% 

Response Papers (2) Submit the response papers on the 

following days by 11:59 PM EST 

via Canvas 

 

Friday, January 28th 

Friday, March 25th 

20%                                      

(10% each) 

Discussion Lead Complete this task before the end 

of the semester 

10% 

Film Critique Paper Submit this assignment on Friday, 

February 25, 2022 by 11:59 PM 

via Canvas 

25% 

Student Podcast + Reflection 

Paper 

Submit your podcasts and 

reflection papers on Monday, 

April 20th by 11:59 PM EST via 

Canvas 

30% 
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Attendance and Class Participation (15%) 

 

“As a classroom community, our capacity to generate excitement is deeply affected by our interest in one 

another, in hearing one another’s voices, in recognizing one another’s presence.” Bell Hooks, Teaching 

to Transgress, p. 8  

 

This course is a discussion-based, seminar style course. Effective learning occurs when all members of 

the course actively participate. Class participation consists of the following components:  

 

• Consistent class attendance and arrival on time;  

• Coming to class well prepared, having read all course materials before class and having 

completed all assignments;   

• Contributing meaningfully and organically to class discussions and activities;  

• Demonstrating increasing mastery of the material; and   

• Thinking critically about differing theories, policies and points of view.  

 

For each class session, you will earn 1 point for your attendance and active participation. If you anticipate 

being absent, please let me know via email at least 24 hours in advance. You are still expected to 

complete the assigned readings and assignments by the due dates. Also, I recognize that we’re living 

through a pandemic. Please communicate with me via phone or email if you need special provisions or 

support. Please refer to the reference link to the Policy on Class Attendance found in the MSW Student 

Guide.  

 

Due to the rise in COVID-19 cases as two highly infectious variants circulate throughout the country, 

some of the class sessions will be conducted in a virtual format. If class will be conducted virtually, I 

will let you know at least 48 hours in advance. If you anticipate missing class for any reason and 

would like to receive your attendance and participation point for that day, you have the option to 

submit a summary (1-2 paragraphs) on the major themes and/or readings highlighted in that week. 

You should draw on various sources, such as the PowerPoint slides, assigned readings, and other 

resources associated with that week’s readings. Three or more absences will reduce your final grade 

by one letter grade.  

 

Grades are not a reflection of your value as a person or even your personal capacity.  Grades serve as a 

reflection of the reality of balancing school with other responsibilities and of your level of effort. Grades 

also reflect the extent to which the content of a course fits with your existing knowledge and skills, which 

will vary from course to course.  What is most important is that you are challenged and that you are ready 

to learn. 

 

Response Papers (20% in total - 10% per assignment) 

As a way of delving deeply into the readings and to facilitate dialogue about this material during class 

discussions, you are required to write two response papers (750-1000 words) that addresses a topic of 

interest to you from the assigned reading materials. You should draw connections between several 

readings and/or authors. Suggested questions to guide your responses: What do you see as the most 

https://livejohnshopkins-my.sharepoint.com/personal/acureto4_jh_edu/Documents/Documents/MSW%20Student%20Guide
https://livejohnshopkins-my.sharepoint.com/personal/acureto4_jh_edu/Documents/Documents/MSW%20Student%20Guide
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valuable contribution, thesis, or idea from this material? What aspects of the author’s findings or 

argument do you find especially useful, well-argued, surprising, problematic, confusing, or 

unconvincing? How do the readings connect to some of the key ideas or themes highlighted in the course?   

 

 PLEASE DO NOT SIMPLY SUMMARIZE THE READINGS. These response papers are intended 

to be both a tool for you to think more deeply about something of concern to you and a means for me to 

see that you are attempting to engage with the reading material. Further, your response will prepare you 

for our class discussions, giving you an opportunity to share candid impressions, questions, and 

assumptions that you find puzzling or contradictory.   
 

Due Dates: The response papers are due on the following dates: Friday, January 28th and Friday, 

March 25th by 11:59 PM EST. Submit these assignments via Canvas. 

 

Discussion Lead (10%) 

In this assignment, students will sign up to lead a discussion of the class based on completing and 

assessing the week’s readings. Students will do this assignment in groups of 2-3 classmates that will be 

formed early in the semester based on mutual interests.  In addition to the reading that all students are 

expected to do for each week, discussion leaders will be responsible for organizing and meeting outside 

of class, searching for examples of relevant concepts/organizations/programs to illustrate their 

presentation, and discussing how their presentation will go.  Students who are the discussion leaders are 

free to engage the class in a discussion using any learning aid that they chose (i.e. cases, videos, games, 

role plays, thought provoking activities) and will present 1) a brief summary of the readings, 2) an 

exploration of the course frameworks presented in the readings, 3) an assessment of assumptions, values, 

biases and positionalities, and 4) explore possible actions. Students will have about 25 minutes of in class 

time to lead the discussion. 

Film Critique Paper (25%)  

Pick a documentary from the below list of options. Each student must write a critical analysis of a film 

documentary picked from the following list:  

Equal Means Equal (2016) 

Human Flow (2017) 

Moolaadé (2004) 

Stories of Our Lives (2014)  
 

The paper should be between 5-7 pages, double-spaced. The analysis must answer the following 

questions:  

1. What was the film about (briefly)?  

2. What was the historical context in which it was produced?  

3. What do you think was the director's main goal in making this film?  

4. How does it help us to understand the plight of child migrants and refugees?  
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5. What problems do you see with the film, if any? How should social workers  

6. How does this film relate to the course readings, lectures and class discussions?  

Please note: You will need to connect this information to course readings and class discussions, 

highlighting particular themes referenced in class. Your paper should incorporate between 5-6 

citations/readings. Your critique must be analytical and critical as well as descriptive. You should have a 

thesis and evidence to support your claim(s). You do not need to use sources other than the assigned texts 

for the course, but you may use them. Please feel free to ask me for help in finding  

outside sources.  

Due Date: Papers are due on Friday, February 25th by 11:59 PM EST and must be submitted via 

Canvas. 

 

Student Podcast & Reflection Paper (30%) 

 

Podcasts are an exciting way to communicate science, and can be an effective tool in helping to find a 

deeper understanding of course concepts and themes. The learning objectives for the podcast assignment 

are as follows:  

 

(1) to expose students to global issues in the news, (2) to explore how global issues are portrayed in the 

news media, (3) to link these stories to course content, and (4) to communicate (orally and as a group) the 

story and the global/development concepts linked to the story.  

 

The Student Podcast Assignment is done in groups of three (3), and is devoted to exploring the portrayal 

of global issues/themes in the news media and linking concepts to course material. Groups are required to 

get approval for their topic in advance of commencing the research and recording. By Week 8, each 

group should send an email with their podcast topic, a rationale for selecting the topic, and a description 

on each students' role.  

 

STRUCTURE OF THE PODCAST: Within the first 10 seconds of the podcast, each student in the 

group should introduce themselves, clearly stating their name. Introductions should be followed by the 

title or concept that they wish to highlight in the podcast. The remaining time should be spent introducing 

the story/concept, explaining it to the audience, and linking the story to more fundamental 

concepts/themes/laws, including those discussed during class discussions and in assigned readings. It is 

expected that each group member speak for approximately the same amount of time on the podcast. 

Students are encouraged to be creative and to have fun, finding ways to provide both an informative and 

entertaining podcast. Students are encouraged to interview experts on the topic, and find other related 

content to include.  

 

Each student should also submit a 5-page reflection on the process of creating the podcast and on how the 

process and content relates to the readings and class discussions and lectures. The podcast assignment is 

worth 30% of the course grade (20% for the podcast and 10% for the reflection paper). Each podcast is 

graded between 0 (poorly done) to 5 (excellent, above expectations) for a total out of 20 points:  
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1. Format and quality (i.e., length of podcast, sound quality, all group members given equal time)  

2. Broad coverage of immigration concepts (i.e., introduction and explanation of broader topic, overview 

of portrayal in news media)  

3. Synthesis, integration (i.e., all parts of podcast linked together, evidence of deeper critical thinking 

about the topic, opinions presented and discussed)  

4. Creativity (i.e., effort to make podcast interesting, fun, entertaining; evidence of creative thinking)  

 

Resources for Creating a Podcast:  

https://blogging.com/podcasting/  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PIJpOcFf5h4  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SF6WmxRIeHg  

https://buffer.com/library/podcasting-for-beginners  

Podcast assignments and individual reflection papers are due on Wednesday, June 12th at 5 PM. 

 

Due Date: This podcast assignment and individual reflection paper is due on Wednesday, April 20th 

by 11:59 PM EST. You will upload the completed podcasts and reflection paper via Canvas.  

 

d. Grading 

Final grades are based on 100 percentage points. Letter grades are assigned to point totals according to the 

following schedule. Letter grades from A through E are given for class performance in most cases. Please 

refer to the MSW Student Guide for more questions or clarity around grades.  

 

100 -94 = A  

93 - 90 = A- 

89 - 87 = B+ 

86 - 84 = B 

83 - 80 = B- 

79 - 77 = C+ 

76 - 74 = C 

73 - 70 = C- 

69 - 67 = D+ 

66 - 64 = D 

63 - 60 = D- 

59 and below = E 

 

A grade (90-100%) suggests mastery of material, inclusive of both deep description and analysis. 

B grade (80-89%) suggests competence related to course material. 

C grade (70-79%) suggests familiarity with material and is not considered adequate for professional 

practice. 

D grade (60-69%) indicates deficiency and carries no course credit. (Below 70) 

E grade (<60%) indicates failure and carry no course credit. 

 

https://livejohnshopkins-my.sharepoint.com/personal/acureto4_jh_edu/Documents/Documents/MSW%20Student%20Guide


18 

 

 

 

If you are concerned about your class performance or grade, I am willing to work with you to help 

improve your understanding of the class material or the assignments prior to the end of the semester. Your 

final grade reflects both your effort and the quality of your engagement and assignments. 

 

Assignments are due at or before the dates listed on the syllabus. All assignments will be submitted on 

Canvas. Please submit all work on time. Except where indicated, late assignments will be penalized 1/3 

of a letter grade for the first day past the due date and time, and a full letter grade for each additional day 

thereafter.  

 

Assignment Grade Dispute Process 

If you believe you have been graded unfairly on an assignment, please wait 24 hours before contacting me 

directly. Challenges must be in writing (not verbal), must be detailed, and must be based on substantive 

arguments (or mathematical errors) as opposed to references to “fairness.” I reserve the right to re-read 

and/or re-grade the work in its entirety in the case of a challenge. The grade may be adjusted upwards or 

downwards. Thank you in advance for your patience.  

 

Electronic Devices 

Please minimize your use of cell phones in this course. Laptops, tablets, and screen readers may be used 

in class for reading and taking notes. However, electronics can function as a distraction in class and 

disrupt class discussion. If I find them to become distracting, I hold the right to disallow them or to 

minimize your use in class. If you would prefer to print assigned readings, please talk to me, and we’ll 

figure out alternative ways to access them.  

 

Writing Skills and Expectations 

Strong writing and communication skills are essential to students’ academic success and professional 

career. I will consider writing quality in grading. Please proofread written work carefully. I strongly 

recommend that you have a colleague read your documents for clarity, typos, omitted words, etc. 

 

The Writing Coordinator for the School of Social Work may be available to virtually meet with students 

during the writing process. Students can access this service through the Career Services Office at ssw-

cso@umich.edu.  

 

APA Format  

Unless otherwise noted, all assignments should be submitted using APA style formatting. The current 

edition of APA style should be used in formatting papers prepared for this course and papers should be 

formatted using one-inch margins, double spacing, and 12-point Times New Roman or Garamond font. 

Please include in-text citations and a reference list as well. For further information, please refer to the 

American Psychological Association Publication Manual (often called the APA Style Manual). You can 

find out more at: http://www.apastyle.org. Please consider accessing Purdue University's OWL website, 

which is an excellent resource for general writing and formatting advice.  

 

It is critical to reference all sources of information or ideas you use in your writing. To do otherwise is 

academic dishonesty. In particular, direct quotes must be identified as such. Situations of apparent 

mailto:ssw-cso@umich.edu
mailto:ssw-cso@umich.edu
http://www.apastyle.org/
https://livejohnshopkins-my.sharepoint.com/personal/acureto4_jh_edu/Documents/Documents/Purdue%20University's%20OWL
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plagiarism or academic dishonesty will be reported and handled according to University of Michigan 

policies.  

 

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty 

Plagiarism consists of “presenting others' work without adequate acknowledgement of its source, as 

though it were one’s own.” Plagiarism is a form of fraud. We all stand on the shoulders of others, and we 

must give credit to the creators of the works that we incorporate into products that we call our own.   

 

Some examples of plagiarism: 

• a sequence of words incorporated without quotation marks 

• an unacknowledged passage paraphrased from another's work 

• the use of ideas, sound recordings, computer data or images created by others as though it were one’s 

own" 

 

Communication with Instructor 

Email is the best way to reach me. Please anticipate 48 hours for a response Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM - 

5:00 PM EST. Weekend emails may have a longer response time (72 hours). Professional email etiquette 

is expected. Please address me by my formal title as “Dr. Cureton”, “Professor Cureton”, or “Prof. 

Cureton” in written and oral communications. Include “SW 680” in the subject line to help ensure that 

your email is seen in a timely manner. 

 

e. Class Recording and Course Materials  

Audio and video recording of in-class lectures and discussions is prohibited without the advance written 

permission of the instructor. Students with an approved accommodation from the Office of Services for 

Students with Disabilities permitting the recording of class meetings must present documentation to the 

instructor in advance of any recording being done. The instructor reserves the right to disallow recording 

for a portion of any class time where privacy is a special concern. If the instructor chooses to record a 

class, they will decide which classes, if any, are recorded, what portion of each class is recorded, and 

whether a recording is made available on the course management website. On days when classes are 

recorded, students will be notified a recording is occurring. Class recordings and course materials may 

not be reproduced, sold, published or distributed to others, in whole or in part, without the written 

consent of the instructor. 

Additional information on class recordings can be found the Recording and Privacy Concerns FAQ: 

f. COVID-19 Statement  

For the safety of all students, faculty, and staff on campus, it is important for each of us to be mindful of 

safety measures that have been put in place for our protection. By returning to campus, you have 

acknowledged your responsibility for protecting the collective health of our community. Your 

participation in this course on an in-person basis is conditional upon your adherence to all safety measures 

mandated by the state of Michigan and the University, including maintaining physical distancing of six 

feet from others, and properly wearing a face covering in class.  Other applicable safety measures may be 

described in the Wolverine Culture of Care and the University’s Face Covering Policy for COVID-

19.  Your ability to participate in this course in-person may be impacted by failure to comply with campus 

safety measures.  Individuals seeking to request an accommodation related to the face covering 

https://safecomputing.umich.edu/be-aware/privacy/privacy-u-m/videoconferencing/recording-privacy-concerns-faq
https://campusblueprint.umich.edu/uploads/Wolverine_Culture_of_Care%20sign_8.5x11_UPDATED_071520.pdf
http://ehs.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/U-M-Face-Covering-Policy-for-COVID-19.pdf
http://ehs.umich.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/U-M-Face-Covering-Policy-for-COVID-19.pdf
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requirement under the Americans with Disabilities Act should contact the Office for Institutional 

Equity.  If you are unable or unwilling to adhere to these safety measures while in a face-to-face class 

setting, you will be required to participate on a remote basis.  I also encourage you to review the 

Statement of Student Rights and Responsibilities and the COVID-related Addendum to the Statement of 

Student Rights and Responsibilities. 

 

g. Health-Related Class Absences 

Please evaluate your own health status regularly and refrain from attending class and coming to campus if 

you are ill. You are encouraged to seek appropriate medical attention for treatment.  School of Social 

Work students who miss class due to illness of any kind will be given opportunities to access course 

materials online or provided with alternative learning opportunities. Please notify me by email about your 

absence as soon as practical, so that I can make accommodations.  Please note that documentation (a 

doctor’s note) for medical excuses is not required. 

 

Additional School and University policies, information and resources are available here:  

https://ssw.umich.edu/standard-policies-information-resources. They include: 

● Safety and emergency preparedness 

● Mental health and well-being 

● Teaching evaluations 

● Proper use of names and pronouns 

● Accommodations for students with disabilities 

● Religious/spiritual observances 

● Military deployment 

● Writing skills and expectations 

● Academic integrity and plagiarism 

 

h. Mental-Health Supports  

If you are struggling with your mental health or you need someone to talk to, I encourage you to access 

supports through the Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) by visiting their website at 

https://caps.umich.edu/. Please do not wait until you reach a state of crisis to ask for help. It is hard to do, 

but important. These services are free and anonymous. You should also feel free to let me know if you 

need extensions or additional supports.  

 

i. Policy on Accommodations for Students with Disabilities  

It is my goal that this class be an accessible and welcoming experience for all students, including those 

with disabilities that may impact learning in this class. If you believe the design of this course poses 

barriers to effectively participating and/or demonstrating learning, please meet with me (with or without a 

Notice of Accommodation from Disability Services) to discuss reasonable options or adjustments. During 

our meeting, I may suggest the possibility or necessity of your contacting Services for Students with 

Disabilities. You can visit the website at https://ssd.umich.edu/ . You are welcome to talk to me at any 

point in the quarter about course design concerns, but it is always best if we can talk at least one week 

prior to the need for any modifications. 

https://oie.umich.edu/american-with-disabilities-act-ada/
https://oie.umich.edu/american-with-disabilities-act-ada/
https://oscr.umich.edu/statement#1
https://oscr.umich.edu/sites/oscr.umich.edu/files/2020_statement_addendum_final_approved.pdf
https://oscr.umich.edu/sites/oscr.umich.edu/files/2020_statement_addendum_final_approved.pdf
https://ssw.umich.edu/standard-policies-information-resources
https://caps.umich.edu/
https://ssd.umich.edu/

