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Course title: Children and Youth Services and Social Policies 
Course #/term: SSW 633, Section 001, Winter 2021 
Time and 
place: 

ONLINE – synchronous and asynchronous 

Credit hours: 3 
Prerequisites: SW 530 
Instructor: Shawna J. Lee 
Pronouns: She, her, hers 
Contact info: Email: shawnal@umich.eduy  Phone: 734-678-4200 

You may expect a response within 24 hours 
Office: N/A 
Office hours: By appointment 

 
1. Course Statement 

 
 

a. Course description 
This course will critically analyze the various social services and policies that provide 
developmental, preventive, treatment, and rehabilitative services aimed at children and youth 
and their families. The role of social services in the broad context of both formal and informal 
systems that influence the life course of children and youth will be addressed. This course will 
examine how services are articulated at various levels of intervention and in policies and 
regulations and how this affects the ethical practice of social workers and other family and child 
serving professionals. Particular emphasis will be placed on services provided by community- 
based agencies, child welfare services, and the juvenile justice system. Students will develop 
critical frameworks for assessing the strengths and weaknesses of the policies and organization 
and delivery of child-oriented social services based on behavioral and social science research 
and through the lens of multi-culturalism and social justice values. In addition, illustrative cross- 
national comparisons of services and policies for families with children and youth will be 
examined. The course will address the key diversity dimensions "ability, age, class, color, 
culture, ethnicity, family structure, gender (including gender identity and gender expression), 
marital status, national origin, race, religion or spirituality, sex, and sexual orientation." 
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b. Course content 
Substantive service and policy focal areas in this course are listed below. These areas will be 
critically analyzed in terms of the four curricular themes: multiculturalism and diversity; social 
justice and social change; promotion, prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation; and behavioral 
and social science research and with an analysis of the policy and services implications of 
power, privilege, oppression, diversity, and social justice. 

 
• Indicators of the well-being of children and families in the United States, including 

historical domestic and cross-national comparisons 
• Approaches to policy analysis and the legal and service delivery frameworks that shape 

child and youth policies, programs and services 
• Family violence – child protective services and domestic violence 
• Family support services, including income support, child care, Head Start, home visiting 

programs, and family support centers and early childhood education 
• Policies and service programs designed to encourage positive youth development, 

including school-based programs 
• Child Protective Services (including family preservation, foster care, group residential 

care, kinship care, adoption and guardianship) 
• Juvenile justice 
• Child health and mental health services and policies 
• Alternative solutions and future outlooks 

 
c. Course objectives and competencies 
Upon completion of the course 

1. Students should be able to demonstrate knowledge of the policies that govern services 
to Children & Youth and their Families in Society in the following areas (: 

a. Specify and critique the philosophies and ideologies that guide the development 
of policy instruments and service arrangements for children, youth and their 
families 

b. Specify and critique how the current policy frameworks (at the federal, state, and 
local levels) reflect society’s social construction of the child, youth and family 
(e.g. do not take into account variant family/caretaking forms and structures) 

c. Specify and critique the laws, regulations and judicial interpretations that govern 
the delivery of social services to children, youth, and families 

d. Specify and critique the outcomes and implications of current policies for 
children, youth, and families 

e. Specify and critique the funding mechanisms that are available to provide 
services to children, youth, and families 

f. Demonstrate understanding of how the structure and historical development of 
policies maintain systems of power, privilege and oppression 

g. Develop the ability to identify how inequitable power is manifested on various 
dimensions of children, youth, and their families and how these dimensions 
interact with each other. 
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h. Show an understanding and the ability to critique how current policy frameworks 
work to promote social justice or oppression. 

i. Demonstrate critical analysis using cross national comparisons 
 

2. Students should demonstrate knowledge of how the current service delivery system 
disrupts or supports the oppression, discrimination, and injustice of children, youth, and 
their families and articulate alternative design possibilities in the field of Children & Youth 
and their Families in Society to address such problems as: 

a. Level and type of attention to the basic needs of families (promotion) 
b. Lack of prevention as a focus of the service system 
c. Lack of social services attached to concrete provision 
d. Unequal distribution of services based on the current policy framework 
e. Racial and ethnic disparities among those who enter the system and the 

differential ways in which they are served 
f. Structural discontinuities in the public vs. private provision of services 

3. Students should demonstrate in depth knowledge and the ability to apply evidence- 
based programming and professional knowledge in the design and implementation of 
comprehensive, culturally responsive services for children, youth, and families. Students 
should be able to critique evidence-based programming in terms of its cultural framing 
and how power and inequities are being initiated and reinforced. 

4. Students should demonstrate in depth policy analysis research in one or more of the 
specific areas of services and policies to children, youth, and their families, be it family 
support services, child protection, foster care, juvenile justice, or the like. 

 
d. Course design 
This course will be taught using lectures, visiting lecturers, class and small group discussion 
and exercises, media, and class projects and papers. 

 
e. Curricular themes 

• Multiculturalism and Diversity will be addressed through, for example, discussion of the 
diverse client populations of the service systems covered in the course. In addition, the 
design of programs and how they are or are not responsive to the varying cultural and 
ethnic circumstances of their clients is addressed. Special child and family policy needs 
related to issues of poverty, race, ethnicity, discrimination, family structure, and other 
differences are also considered. 

• Social Justice and Social Change will be addressed by considering the differential 
impact of child, youth, and family policy and services on the poor, race and ethnic 
groups, and gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender youth; by identifying the 
mechanisms in these policies and services that support privilege and oppression; and by 
developing an awareness of ways to promote social justice goals within these systems. 

• Promotion, Prevention, Treatment, and Rehabilitation will be addressed by examining 
the continuum of care present or ideally needed in the programs and services provided 
to children, youth, and their families. 
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• Behavioral and Social Science Research will be addressed through review of studies 
and academic literature on, for example, the changing demographics that affect demand 
for services, and the effectiveness of services and policies for children, youth, and their 
families. 

 
f. Relationship to social work ethics and values 
This course will cover the complexities of ethical dilemmas as they relate to services and 
policies for children and youth populations, as well as the ways in which the professional Code 
of Ethics may be used to guide and resolve value and ethical issues. In particular, this course 
will review the ethics and values related to confidentiality, self-determination, and respect for 
cultural and religious differences. The course includes consideration of the social worker’s 
responsibility to promote the general welfare of society (e.g., the prevention and elimination of 
discrimination; equal access to resources, services, and opportunities; and advocacy for 
changes in policy). In addition, ethical concerns of special importance to social work with 
children and youth will be covered, such as the child’s ability to report and understand at various 
levels of development, conflicts between the child’s best interest and the family’s best interest, 
and ethical issues related to the treatment of minors. 

 
g. Intensive focus on PODS 
This course integrates PODS content and skills with a special emphasis on the identification of 
theories, practice and/or policies that promote social justice, illuminate injustices and are 
consistent with scientific and professional knowledge. Through the use of a variety of 
instructional methods, this course will support students developing a vision of social justice, 
learn to recognize and reduce mechanisms that support oppression and injustice, work toward 
social justice processes, apply intersectionality and intercultural frameworks and strengthen 
critical consciousness, self-knowledge and self-awareness to facilitate PODS learning. 

 
 

2. Class Requirements 
 
 

a. Text and class materials 

Required Textbook: There is no required textbook. Required readings will be uploaded to 
Canvas.  All required and recommended readings are posted on the Canvas website for the 
course under each weekly module. 
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Recommended Media 
• The New York Times (or Los Angeles Times, Washington Post, etc.) The NYT is 

available online at <http://www.nytimes.com>. 
• National Public Radio. 
• PBS, NewsHour. 

 
Required/Recommended Resources. There are a number of excellent organizations that 
provide the latest information and research in a variety of areas of child, adolescent and family 
well-being and policy. You should know that these organizations exist, know the basic 
information contained on their websites, and should turn to them often during your careers. To 
get you started please familiarize yourself with the following sources. Feel free to suggest others 
as you discover them during the semester! 

• American Institute for Research (AIR). http://www.air.org/ 
• Annie E. Casey Foundation http://www.aecf.org/ 
• Child Trends http://www.childtrends.org/ 
• Forum on Child and Family Statistics. Child Stats http://www.childstats.gov/index.asp 
• Kaiser Family Foundation http://kff.org/ 
• Kids Count http://datacenter.kidscount.org/locations 
• Urban Institute http://www.urban.org/research 

 
b. Policies 

Academic Misconduct: 
Please acquaint yourself with University of Michigan, School of Social Work, and NASW policies on 
scholarly integrity. All academic dishonesty, including cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, and 
misrepresentation, will be treated seriously. Note that using Web resources increases the risk of 
“accidental plagiarism.” Do not let that happen. 
Accommodations/Special Needs: 
If you have a disability or impairment that requires accommodation, please contact me within two 
weeks of class starting to discuss what modifications are necessary. These arrangements must be 
specified in writing and will be kept confidential. For more information and resources, please 
contact Services for Students with Disabilities at G664 Haven Hall (734-763- 3000). 
Student Health and Well-being: 
Students may experience stressors that can impact both their academic experience and their personal 
well-being. These may include academic pressure and challenges associated with relationships, 
mental health, alcohol or other drugs, identities, finances, etc. 
If you are experiencing concerns, seeking help is a courageous thing to do for yourself and those who 
care about you. If the source of your stressors is academic, please contact me so that we can find 
solutions together. For personal concerns, U-M offers many resources, some of which are listed 
at Resources for Student Well-being on the Well-being for U-M Students website. You can also 
search for additional resources on that website.  
If you or someone you know is feeling overwhelmed, depressed, and/or in need of support, services 
are available. For help, contact Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) at (734) 764-8312 
and https://caps.umich.eduduring and after hours, on weekends and holidays, or through its 
counselors physically located in schools on both North and Central Campus. You may also consult 
University Health Service (UHS) at (734) 764-8320.  
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https://www.uhs.umich.edu/mentalhealthsvcs, or for alcohol or drug concerns, see 
www.uhs.umich.edu/aodresources. 
 
For a listing of other mental health resources available on and off campus, visit: 
http://umich.edu/~mhealth/. 
 
Emergencies: 
In the event of an emergency, dial 9-1-1 from any cell phone or campus phone. 
 

All University of Michigan students, faculty and staff are required to familiarize themselves with 
emergency procedures and protocols for both inside and outside of the classroom. In the event 
of possible building closure (i.e. severe weather conditions, public health notices, etc.) you may 
contact (734)764-SSWB(7793) for up-to-date School closure information. 

 
Be Prepared. Familiarize yourself with the emergency card posted next to the phone in every 
classroom/meeting room. Review the information on the emergency evacuation sign (located 
nearest the door) and locate at least (2) emergency exits nearest the classroom. 
If you are concerned about your ability to exit the building in the case of an emergency, contact 
the Office of Student Services and/or email ssw- ADAcompliance@umich.edu. 

 
Office of Student Services 
School of Social Work | Room 1748 
734-936-0961 

 
For more information view the annual Campus Safety Statement at http://www.dpss.umich.edu/. 
Register for UM Emergency Alerts at http://www.dpss.umich.edu/emergency- 
management/alert/. 

 
Communications Regarding the Course 
Students should feel free to email the instructor whenever questions arise. I check my email 
very frequently and strive to reply promptly, and if I’m going to be away I will let you know in 
advance. Email is the means of electronic communication at the University, so I do expect you 
to check your email regularly as well. 

 
If you would like to meet in person, please make an appointment, either in person or over email. 
I’m more than happy to meet with each one of you when you have questions, concerns, or just 
want to talk, and I will do my very best to be as flexible as possible with my schedule. 

 
Classroom Policies 

 
1. You are responsible for all information that is provided to you from the instructor in class, on 

Canvas, and on email. 
2. Complete required readings. 
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3. Attend class. Attendance is expected and part of your grade. 
4. Participate appropriately in class discussion and activities. 
5. Facilitate your own learning. As adults, you all know how you learn best. Do what you need 

to do to promote this learning. 
6. Laptops are allowed to the extent that they are used for note taking and other class 

purposes. 
7. Be respectful of the instructor and your colleagues. 
8. Use Canvas to access course materials 

 
School and University policies, information and resources are available here: 

https://ssw.umich.edu/standard-policies-information-resources. They include: 

● Safety and emergency preparedness 
● Mental health and well-being 
● Teaching evaluations 
● Proper use of names and pronouns 
● Accommodations for students with disabilities 
● Religious/spiritual observances 
● Military deployment 
● Writing skills and expectations 
● Academic integrity and plagiarism 
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SW 633 Section 001  
Professor Shawna J. Lee 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Please note there are two well-being breaks this semester: 

1. Wednesday, February 24th, 2020  
2. Tuesday, March 23rd, 2020  

NOTE: Please consult the Canvas modules for this course for a complete and up-to-date list of readings, 
assignments, and other requirements such as podcasts or videos to watch. Thank you.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
January 19, 2021 
Introductions, Syllabus, Overview of the Course 
 
 
January 26 2021 
Module 1 – Spending on children, Biden administration initiatives, COVID-19 and children & family policy 
 

• Hahn, H., Lou, C., et al. (2020). Kids’ Share 2020. Urban Institute. 
 

• Hahn, H. Lou, C., et al. (2020). How much does the federal government spend on programs 
benefiting children? Fact Sheet. Urban Institute. 

 
• American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP). 2020. Transition plan: Advancing child health in the Biden-

Harris administration. https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP2020TransitionPlanPDF.pdf 
 

 
 
February 2 2021 
Module 2 –  Early childhood and child care, COVID-19 and children & family policy, cont. 
 

• Malik, R., et al. (2020). The coronavirus will make child care deserts worse and exacerbate 
inequality. The Center for American Progress. https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/early-
childhood/reports/2020/06/22/486433/coronavirus-will-make-child-care-deserts-worse-
exacerbate-inequality/ 
 

• Carson, J., & Mattingly, M. (2020). COVID-19 didn’t create a child care crisis, but hastened and 
inflamed it. University of New Hampshire. https://carsey.unh.edu/publication/child-care-crisis-
COVID-19 
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• Chen, Y. (2020). During COVID-19, 1 in 5 Latino and Black households with children are food 
insufficient. https://www.childtrends.org/publications/during-covid-19-1-in-5-latino-and-black-
households-children-food-insufficient 
 

• Fong et al., (2020). Child and family outcomes following pandemics: A systematic review and 
recommendations on COVID-19 policies. Journal of Pediatric Psychology, 45, 1124-1143. 
https://academic.oup.com/jpepsy/article/45/10/1124/5934002 
 

• Biden announces $775 billion plan to fund universal child care and in-home elder care. 
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/07/21/biden-to-unveil-775-billion-plan-to-fund-child-care-and-elder-
care.html 

 
 
 
February 9 2021 
Module 3 – Child Welfare Part 1: Policy Frameworks 
 

• Slack, K.S. & Paul, J. (2017). “Child welfare policy.” In E. Dearing and E. Votruba-Drzal (Eds.), The 
handbook of early childhood development programs, practices, and policies: Theory-based and 
empirically supported strategies for promoting young children’s growth in the United States. 

 
• Children’s Bureau. (2019). Major Federal Legislation Concerned with Child Welfare, Protection, and 

Adoption. 
 

• Myers, J. (2008). A short history of child protection in America. Family Law Quarterly, 42(3), 449-
463. 

 
• Lee, J.Y., Gilbert, T., Lee, S.J., & Staller, K.M. (2019). Reforming a system that cannot reform itself: 

Child welfare reform by class action lawsuits. Social Work, 64(4), 283-291. doi: 10.1093/sw/swz029      
 
 
February 16 2021 
Module 4 – Child Welfare  
NO ONLINE MEETING – WATCH THE FAURI LECTURE PANEL DISCUSSION ON CANVAS 
 

• University of Michigan School of Social Work, Fauri Lecture Part II – “Child Welfare Innovations and 
System Reforms: Minor and Major Proposals in the COVID-19 Pandemic”  

Presenters: Alan Detlaff, JooYeun Chang & Joseph Ryan 
YouTube video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O-TlB-F7FEI 

 
 
 
February 23 2021 
Module 5 – Child Welfare Part 2: Macro Issues in Child Protection Systems 
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• Vivrette, R., & Bartlett, J.D. (2020). Trauma-informed strategies for supporting children and youth in 
the child welfare system during COVID-19. https://www.childtrends.org/publications/trauma-
informed-strategies-for-supporting-children-and-youth-in-the-child-welfare-system-during-covid-19 
 

• Sepulveda, K., et al. (2020). Children and youth with special health care needs in foster care. Child 
Trends. https://www.childtrends.org/publications/children-youth-special-health-care-needs-foster-
care 
 

• McCormick, A., Schmidt, K., & Terrazas, S. (2017). LGBTQ Youth in the Child Welfare System: An 
Overview of Research, Practice, and Policy. Journal of Public Child Welfare, 11(1), 27-39. 

 
• Slayter, E. (2016). Youth with disabilities in the United States Child Welfare System. Children and 

Youth Services Review, 64, 155-165. 
 

• Lurie. 2017. “Children of the Opioid Epidemic Are Flooding Foster Homes. America Is Turning a Blind 
Eye.” 

 
• Child Welfare Information Gateway. (2016). Racial disproportionality and disparity in child welfare. 

Children’s Bureau: Washington, DC. 
 
 
 
March 2 2021 
Module 6 – Education Part 1: Policy Frameworks 
 

• Wong, K.K. (2020). The Biden presidency and a new direction in education policy. Brookings 
Institution. https://www.brookings.edu/blog/brown-center-chalkboard/2020/12/17/the-biden-
presidency-and-a-new-direction-in-education-policy/  

 
• Baker, B.D., Farrie, D., & Sciarra, D. G. (2018). Is school funding fair? A national report card, 7th 

edition. Education Law Center. 
https://edlawcenter.org/assets/files/pdfs/publications/Is_School_Funding_Fair_7th_Editi.pdf 

 
• White, G. (2015). The data are damming: How race influences school funding. Retrieved from: 

https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2015/ 09/public-school-funding-and-the-role-of- 
race/408085 

 
• National Conference of State Legislatures. “Summary of Every Student Succeeds Act.” 

 
 
 
March 9 2021 
Module 7 – Education Part 2: Macro Issues in the Education System 
 

• How’s Biden’s Education Department will Tackle Pandemic and Trump-era policies. 
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/how-bidens-education-department-will-tackle-pandemic-
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and-trump-era-policies 
  

• Dunbar, C. (2015). For naught: How zero tolerance policy and school police practices imperil our 
students’ future. ACLU & Michigan State University. 

 
• McCarter, S. (2017). The school-to-prison pipeline: A primer for social workers. Social Work, 62(1), 

53-61. 
 

• Dutil, S. (2020). Dismantling the School-to-Prison Pipeline: A Trauma-Informed, Critical Race 
Perspective on School Discipline. Children & Schools, 42(3), 171-178. 

 
 
 
March 16 2021 
Module 8 – Juvenile Justice Part 1: Policy Frameworks 
 

• Readings TBD – see Canvas 
 
 
March 23 2021 – NO CLASS 
 
 
March 30 2021 
Module 9 – Juvenile Justice Part II: Macro Issues in the Juvenile Justice System 
 

• Readings TBD – see Canvas 
 
 
 
April 6 2021 
Module 10 – Health and Mental Health 
 

• Child Trends. (2020). More comprehensive state guidance can support the whole child during 
COVID-19. https://www.childtrends.org/publications/more-comprehensive-state-guidance-
support-whole-child-covid-19 
 

• Readings TBD – see Canvas 
 

 
 
 
April 13 2021 
Module 11 – Global Perspectives on Child and Family Wellbeing 
 

• The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.  
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• The United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development Social Development Goals 

 
• More information here: https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention/what-is-the-convention 

 
• Durrant, J. E., Stewart-Tufescu, A., & Afifi, T. O. (2019). Recognizing the child’s right to protection 

from physical violence: An update on progress and a call to action. Child Abuse & Neglect, 104297. 
 

• Blackstock, C., Bamblett, M., & Black, C. (2020). Indigenous ontology, international law and the 
application of the Convention to the over-representation of Indigenous children in out of home care 
in Canada and Australia. Child Abuse & Neglect, 104587. 

 
 
  
April 20 2021 
Module 12 – Current Global Issues – Refugee and Displaced Children, Immigrant Children’s Rights 
 

• Readings TBD – see Canvas 
 
 
 
 

Assignments 

• Assignments will be posted each week on Canvas. 

• You will be asked to complete a discussion question assignment each week that addresses key 
topics in the readings.  

• Discussion question assignment should be approximately 1.5-2 pages, single spaced, encompassing 
the week’s readings as well as any additional media sources.  

• Please submit your response to the discussion questions by MIDNIGHT the day before class 
(Monday night) to allow Dr. Lee time to read and respond to the assignments.  

o PLEASE NOTE that late assignments are strongly discouraged and will automatically be 
reduced 5 points. There is a pedagogical rationale for this. My decision to use discussion 
question assignments this semester is to facilitate our online learning environment when we 
meet in person for each class via Zoom. Late assignments will not accomplish this goal. That 
is, you need time to read and reflect on the material and complete the questions to facilitate 
your interaction with your classmates. Completing these assignments late will not 
accomplish that goal, thus late assignments will be heavily penalized.  

• Each discussion assignment will be worth 10 points, averaged over the course of the semester to 
yield a grade for those of you selecting to receive a letter grade for your course participation.  
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Attendance and class participation 

• Students are expected to attend and participate in each class.  

• Students are expected to log in to Zoom at 2pm on each day for which class is meeting in person. 
They are expected to be prepared to participate in class and small discussion. It is expected that 
discussion question assignments will have been completed the day before (by midnight on 
Monday).  

• Failure to meet these expectations will result in a reduction in the course grade and possible course 
failure. 

o Missing more than one class will result in a reduction of class grade.  

o Missing more than two classes can result in course failure.  
 
 

• Please see the MSW Student Guide for more information on SSW guidelines: Policy on Class 
Attendance. 

 

Please see the following SSW Policies related to grading: 
Grades in Academic Courses and in Field Instruction Student 
Grievance procedures 
Policy for grading in special circumstances 

 
 

Grades are assigned as follows: 
 B+ = 87-89% C+ = 77-79% D+ = 67-69% 
A = 93-100% B = 83-86% C = 73-76% D = 60-66% 
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