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Course title: Geriatric Social Work Integrative Seminar 

Course #/term: SW 693, Fall 2019 

Time and place: Thursday, 9-12, SSWB 1804 

Credit hours: 3 

  

Instructor: Leslie Dubin 

Pronouns: She/Her/Hers 

Contact info: Email: dubinles@umich.edu  Phone: 734-763-9971 

You may expect a response within 24 hours 

Office: University Hospital  

Office hours: by appointment 

 

1. Course Statement  

 
The University of Michigan School of Social Work Geriatric Fellowship Integrative Seminar is a 

multi-methods course designed to supplement the Aging in Families and Society concentration 

curriculum with further information (a didactic component) and in depth case studies/field 

examples (a practice-based component). The course will cover several thematic units such as 

medication use and pain management; sexuality in older adults; long term care social work; 

immigration and aging. Each topic will include a discussion of practice-based interventions. The 

seminar will also provide a forum in which students in aging can receive practical feedback as 

well as guidance in networking/job search strategies as they near graduation. 

 

a. Course description 

Seminar Format: 

Most three-hour seminar sessions will consist of a discussion of the topic for the day, a social 

justice focus, and a lecture on the topic of the day.  Time will be taken for questions, broad 

discussion, and general support, feedback, and troubleshooting of field issues.  
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b. Course objectives and competencies  

       Upon completion of the Geriatric Seminar, students will be able to: 

 Demonstrate knowledge of the continuum of care, special topics to be determined, such 

as incarceration issues, sexuality and/or social work in long term care settings. 

 Create a poster professional presentation that demonstrates analytical thinking about an 

internship project with older adults.  

 Identify preparations necessary to successfully complete the social work licensing exam. 

 Prepare for and interview for positions in geriatric social work, based on resume and 

cover letter completion, mock job interviewing, and skill set identification. 

 Demonstrate integrated knowledge of and critical thinking about an area of geriatric 

social work that interests them.  

 

c. Course design 

Students will benefit from the multitude of expert guest speakers on various topics 

throughout the course.  Additionally, students will have the opportunity to practice various 

activities to increase their opportunities employment.  

 

d. Curricular themes  

Evidence-based behavioral and social science research articles will be assigned related to 

specific seminar topics and discussed in accompanying lectures. Themes and topics will be 

identified in the session description located within schedule section of this syllabus.  

 

e. Relationship to social work ethics and values  

Ethics and values will be presented and discussed throughout the course but particularly in 

the workshops devoted pain management, incarceration issues and legal considerations.  

 

f. Intensive focus on PODS 

This course integrates PODS content and skills with a special emphasis on the identification 

of theories, practice and/or policies that promote social justice, illuminate injustices and are 

consistent with scientific and professional knowledge. Through the use of a variety of 

instructional methods, this course will support students developing a vision of social justice, 

learn to recognize and reduce mechanisms that support oppression and injustice, work toward 

social justice processes, apply intersectionality and intercultural frameworks and strengthen 

critical consciousness, self-knowledge and self-awareness to facilitate PODS learning.  

 

 

2. Class Requirements 
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Text and class materials: 

There will be no required formal textbook to purchase for this class. Weekly readings will be 

posted in Canvas and may change within one week prior to class. Students are expected to read 

ALL posted articles which may or may not be discussed in class but are identified by the 

instructor to be a useful resource for future practice. Additional readings may be assigned. If so, 

these will be verbalized in class and subsequently posted in Canvas for the appropriate week at 

least one week ahead of time.  

 Additional Course expectations to receive full class participation points:  

 Attend every class session 

 Participate in class discussions, activities, and presentations 

 Complete all assignments 

 In consideration of the learning environment, please put away cell phones and all other 

potentially distracting devices such as computers during class unless instructed to use by 

the instructor for classroom purposes. Laptops and other electronic devices are often 

distracting to instructors and other students and undoubtedly interfere with an engaging 

learning environment. Powerpoints will be posted in Canvas for your convenience so that 

you will not need to rely on taking extensive notes during class time.     

 

 

Writing Policy: 

Good writing skills to express information accurately and concisely are a requirement for 

effective social work practice.  Therefore, formal writing assignments for this course (posters, 

websites, online discussion and/or papers) will be evaluated for content, ideas presented, and for 

the clarity of the presentation.  Misspelled words, typos, inappropriate use of grammar, and other 

indications of sloppy work will be graded down. Students are required to use appropriate APA 

style referencing - http://guides.lib.umich.edu/social-work - click the APS style tab. All written 

assignments should be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font size and proofread before submission. 

In addition, appropriate referencing is required on all written assignments. SSW Career Services 

has a writing coordinator who can assist:  https://sites.google.com/a/umich.edu/ssw-writing-

help/.  Or you may wish to contact the Sweetland Writing Center 

(http://www.lsa.umich.edu/swc/grads/support/, located at 435 South State Street, 1139 Angell 

Hall, 734-764-0429) for assistance in writing. 

 

 

Attendance, Participation, Good Citizenship  

Students are expected to attend each class, arrive on time and stay throughout entire class 

sessions. Additionally, class participation is expected by all so students are encouraged to 

participate actively in all class activities and take initiative to create and promote a good learning 

environment for all. It will be the student’s responsibility to discuss if a make-up assignment can 

http://guides.lib.umich.edu/social-work
https://sites.google.com/a/umich.edu/ssw-writing-help/
https://sites.google.com/a/umich.edu/ssw-writing-help/
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/swc/grads/support/
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be completed for any missed content related to an absence otherwise absences/excess tardiness 

may impact class participation points.  Instructor is available if requested by student to meet with 

student outside of class to discuss unique needs or concerns impacting class participation issues 

or outcomes.  

 

Grading: 

Final grades will be determined by adding the scores from all assignments and class 

participation.  Final grades that reflect an “A” are reserved for student work that shows 

exceptional individual performance – good mastery of content, application of critical thinking, 

clear and concise writing and ACTIVE class participation as determined by the instructor.  For 

assignments, “A” and “A-” distinguish the degree of superiority.  A grade of “B+” denotes 

performance just above the mastery level.  A grade of “B” is given to students who meet the 

basic requirement of the assignment.  A grade of “B-” is used for student work that is less than 

adequate, reflecting only moderate grasp of the material.  Variations of the “C” grade are given 

to work that reflects a minimum grasp of the material and poor organization.   

 

Policy on Academic Integrity: 

Academic integrity should not be taken lightly.  Plagiarism and/or “borrowing” material without 

citing it can result in severe penalties.  See website:http://www.lib.umich.edu/academic-

integrity/resources-students and 

http://guides.lib.umich.edu/content.php?pid=43469&sid=338261  

 

Accommodations/Special Needs: 

Many resources are available for students who may have special needs. If you have a disability 

or impairment that requires accommodation, please consider utilizing the University resources 

available to assist and also let me know so I can work with you about the appropriate 

accommodations in our classroom.  

http://archive.ssw.umich.edu/studentGuide/ 

 

 

Safety & Emergency Preparedness  

In the event of an emergency, dial 9-1-1 from any cell phone or campus phone.  

 

All University of Michigan students, faculty and staff are required to familiarize themselves with 

emergency procedures and protocols for both inside and outside of the classroom. In the event of 

possible building closure (i.e. severe weather conditions, public health notices, etc.) you may 

contact (734)764-SSWB (7793) for up-to-date School closure information. 

 

http://archive.ssw.umich.edu/studentGuide/
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Be Prepared. Familiarize yourself with the emergency card posted next to the phone in every 

classroom/meeting room. Review the information on the emergency evacuation sign (located 

nearest the door) and locate at least (2) emergency exits nearest the classroom. 

 

If you are concerned about your ability to exit the building in the case of an emergency, contact 

the Office of Student Services and/or email ssw-ADAcompliance@umich.edu. 

Office of Student Services School of Social Work | Room 1748 - 734-936-0961. For more 

information view the annual Campus Safety Statement at http://www.dpss.umich.edu/.  

Register for UM Emergency Alerts at http://www.dpss.umich.edu/emergency-

management/alert/.  

 

Additional School and University policies, information and resources 

are available here:  https://ssw.umich.edu/standard-policies-

information-resources.  

 

Class schedule  
Date/Topic/Assignments due: Required Readings: 

Session 1: 9/5/19 

Intro to Seminar/Finding a job 
Guest Speaker: Michelle Woods, LMSW 

Director of Career Services  

 

 

Donaldson Licensing article  

 

ASWB Handbook  

Session 2: 9/12/19 

Interviewing skills 
Guest Speaker: Su Crabb, LMSW 

Field Educator and Lecturer 

 

Guest Panel: 

Carly Fritsch, LMSW 

Samantha Guyah, LMSW 

Cassie Swiedan, LMSW 

Erin Khang, LMSW (Case Western) 

 

Self-Assessment and Career Skills Sheets 

due 

I am a Geriatric Social Worker!  

(handout in class) 

https://email.med.umich.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=zkA3IwX1e0ID2YyyEZswzE7EtLtGK-B-5T5GbiJfT7teFVZ3VcTTCA..&URL=mailto%3assw-ADAcompliance%40umich.edu
https://email.med.umich.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=LnbU-AhzCFSKPSxvMe2CD__qxILLPCRuhChT2BNFBDReFVZ3VcTTCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.dpss.umich.edu%2f
https://email.med.umich.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=I0C4UqzVGX3gm1jvCfABEhXev47wdp_kNEWnWff2oCdeFVZ3VcTTCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.dpss.umich.edu%2femergency-management%2falert%2f
https://email.med.umich.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=I0C4UqzVGX3gm1jvCfABEhXev47wdp_kNEWnWff2oCdeFVZ3VcTTCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.dpss.umich.edu%2femergency-management%2falert%2f
https://ssw.umich.edu/standard-policies-information-resources
https://ssw.umich.edu/standard-policies-information-resources
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Session 3: 9/19/19 

MDS and LTC Considerations 
Guest Speaker: Ariana Thelen, LMSW 

Counselor/ Chelsea Retirement Community 

 

Online Portfolio Options!  

 

RESUMES DUE VIA CANVAS 

 

MDS 3.0  

 

MDS Psychological Assessments  

Session 4: 9/26/19 
Michigan Commission on Services to the Aging 

Guest Speaker: Elizabeth Thompson 

 

 

COVER LETTER AND TWO JOB 

DESCRIPTIONS DUE VIA CANVAS 

AND TO YOUR “INTERVIEWERS” 

 

A Guide to Services for Older Adults (MI) 

Session 5: 10/3/19 

Acing the Exam! 
Guest Speaker: Halla Motawi, LMSW 

 

 

MOCK INTERVIEWS!!!  

 

Session 6: 10/10/19 

FIELD TRIP TO THOME RIVERTOWN 

PACE PROGRAM 

250 McDougall St, Detroit, MI 48207 

Arrive at 9:30 in PACE lobby 

 

Comparing Waiver/PACE 

PACE quick facts 

Aging Gracefully PACE  

Session 7: 10/17/19  

Management/Leadership Experiences 
Guest Speaker: Kathy Wade, LMSW 

 

 

Session 8: 10/24/19  

Class Poster Presentations 

 

No Readings 

Session 9: 10/31/19  

Class Poster Presentations Day 2  

 

No Readings 

Session 10: 11/7/19 

ECC CEU EVENT and POSTER DAY 

Guest speakers: 

Erika Manu, MD 

Amanda Eidemiller, LMSW 

No Readings 
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Session 11:11/14/19  

Legal Considerations 
Guest Speaker: Emily Miller  

Crime Victims Legal Assistance Project- 

Elder Law Initiative 

 

Loneliness and Telemarketing 

 

 

Session 12: 11/21/19 

Aging in the Criminal Justice System 

Guest Speaker: Gift Chowchuvech, LMSW 

 

The Social Determinants of Health and Justice and the  

Aging in Prison Crisis: A Call for Human Rights 

Action  

 

Characteristics of Prison Hospice Programs 

 

11/28/19 THANKSGIVING – NO CLASS 

 

No Readings 

Session 13: 12/5 –  

Last class session 

Loose ends and taking care of yourself… 

  

Work Engagement and Burnout 

 

Exploring the self-compassion of health-

care social workers: How do they fare? 

 

Session 14: 12/12 

NO CLASS-  

INTEGRATED PAPER DUE VIA 

CANVAS 

 

Make sure you submitted your licensing 

exam score to Leslie on or before this day!  

No Readings 

 

Assignment Summary (100% total) 

- 5% Self-Assessment/Career Skills   September 12 

- 5% Resume      September 19 

- 5% Find Jobs & Cover Letter    September26 

- 5% Job Interviews     October 3 

- 20% Poster Presentation   November 7 

- 25% Integrative paper       December 12 

- 15% Pass licensing exam   December 12 

- 20% Class Participation/Attendance   December 12  

 

As described in assignment handout, written assignments should clearly communicate the 

student’s knowledge, thought, and be easily understood. Students are required to use 

appropriate APA style referencing - http://guides.lib.umich.edu/social-work - click the 

APS style tab. All written assignments should be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font size 

and proofread before submission in the Assignment section of Canvas.  

 

http://guides.lib.umich.edu/social-work

