
 
 

Course Syllabus 
SW 796 Section 005 Winter 2018 

 
Poverty & Place: Case Studies of Detroit and Flint 

Tuesdays, 5:00-8:00pm, 1/23- 2/20/2018 
Rm B770 SSWB 

  
Instructors:  

Professor Shawna J. Lee, PhD 
shawnal@umich.edu 

Office Phone: 734-763-6565 
Office: 4734 SSWB 

 
Professor Trina R. Shanks, PhD 

trwilli@umich.edu 
Office Phone: 734-764-7411 

Office: 3726 SSWB 
  

  
1. Course Description 
 
The course will provide an introduction to poverty and place, with a focus on Detroit and Flint. 
We will examine the historical context of how place and poverty mutually influence and reinforce 
each other through policy mechanisms, such as housing covenants (white flight), tax policy 
(e.g., educational system differences), and shifts in employment opportunity in urban vs. 
suburban areas. We will examine these issues through the specific lens of race and class, as 
they have emerged to influence these mechanisms in Flint and Detroit specifically.  
 
Knowledge and skills students will gain: 

● Analyze demographic and structural factors that contribute to and perpetuate inequality. 
● Analyze how social policy has contributed to inequality particularly in Detroit and Flint.  
● Consider a variety of perspectives on the history and future of Detroit and Flint. 
● Promote students’ historical understanding and ability to effectively partner with 

community members at both the micro and macro levels. 
 
2. Course Design 
 
This course will consist of lectures, class discussion aided by discussion questions provided by 
students, peer-reviewed and popular press readings, class exercises, and writing assignments. 
Various classroom strategies will be used by the instructors including lecture, multimedia 
presentations, video, small and large group discussion, and presentations by students and 
guest lecturers. 
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3. Assignments and Grading 
  

% of Final Grade Assignment Due Date 

10% Attendance Full credit or no credit; attendance is 
required at all class sessions 

90% Four sets of class discussion 
questions are required; 
these assignments are 
posted on Canvas by class 
session 

Completed on Canvas: Due 24 hours 
before class sessions (i.e., by 5pm 
the day before class meets) 

  
Class attendance and participation:  
 
Student attendance is required at every class session, and attendance will be taken. Each 
student is expected to sign-in at every class session. You are expected to attend, to be 
prepared, and to make reasonable contributions to enhance the class discussion.  
  
Assignments:  
 
90% of the course grade will be determined by completion of class discussion questions, which 
are to be based on the course readings. There are 4 sets of discussion questions that will count 
toward your grade, for class sessions 2-5. The discussion questions for the first class are 
optional. Each of the 4 discussion question assignments is worth 22.5% of the final grade. They 
are to be submitted on Canvas 24 hours before class meets (i.e., by 5pm the preceding day). 
  
Grades: 
 
A 90-100   
B 80-89  
C 70-79  
D <70 (no credit) 
  
4. Reading Assignments (see required reading in section 5 below)  
  
All course materials are on Canvas or available through the UM library.  
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5. Class schedule  

Date Class overview Required reading 

 
January 23 
 
 
First 
session will 
meet in Rm 
1840/ ECC 

-Course overview and 
review of syllabus 
 
-How place matters: 
Perspectives on the 
future of urban 
development in Detroit 
and Flint 
 
-Guest speakers: 
Congressman Dan 
Kildee and  
John Gallagher, Detroit 
Free Press Business 
Writer 

● Course syllabus 
● Lee, S.J., Krings, A., Rose, S., Dover, K., 

Ayoub, S., & Salman, F. (2016). Racial 
inequality and the implementation of 
emergency management laws in 
economically distressed urban areas. 
Children and Youth Services Review, 70, 1-7. 
**this reading might be helpful in terms of 
understanding the political backdrop to the 
Flint water crisis and will be discussed again 
in the course sessions on Flint.  

● Gallagher, John. (2013). New uses for urban 
land. In Revolution Detroit: Strategies for 
Urban Reinvention (pp. 115-161). Detroit: 
Wayne State University Press.  

● Gallagher, John. (2017). 30 years covering 
Detroit. Detroit Free Press.  

● Gallagher, John. (2017). ‘Two Detroits’: Even 
far from downtown, contrasts abound in city 
neighborhoods. Detroit Free Press.  

● Recommended that you look at 
Congressman Dan Kildee’s website: 
https://dankildee.house.gov/  

January 30 Guest speaker: 
Ayana Rubio, from Data 
Driven Detroit 

● Farley, Ren. (2017). The emergence, decline, 
and possible revitalization of a great city. In P 
G. Allen-Meares, T. R. Shanks, L. M. Gant, L. 
M. Hollingsworth, L. D., & Miller, P. L (Eds.), 
A Twenty-first century approach to 
community change (pp. 19-43) New York: 
Oxford University Press.  

● Galster, G. (2012). Turf Wars. In Driving 
Detroit: The quest for respect in the motor 
city (pp. 136-166). Philadelphia: University of 
Pennsylvania Press.  

● Select one report from the Data Driven 
Detroit series, Detroit by the Numbers by 
WDET: 
https://wdet.org/series/detroit-numbers/ ; are 
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the numbers what you expect? Anything 
interesting or surprising? Be prepared to 
discuss!  

February 6 
  

Interventions that have 
been effective in Detroit 
-Skillman Neighborhood 
Initiative  
 
Guest speaker: 
June Thomas, PhD, 
Mary Frances Berry 
Distinguished Professor 
of Urban Planning and 
Centennial Professor of 
Urban and Regional 
Planning 
 
Taubman College of 
Architecture and Urban 
Planning, University of 
Michigan 
 
  

● Burns, T., Brown P., Colombo, M., & 
O’Laoire, S. (n.d.). Kids matter here: An 
analytic review of the 10-year Good 
Neighborhood Initiative (Executive 
Summary). Skillman Foundation.  

● Shanks, T.R. (2017). Introducing the Six 
Good Neighborhoods Communities. In P G. 
Allen-Meares, T. R. Shanks, L. M. Gant, L. 
M. Hollingsworth, L. D., & Miller, P. L (Eds.), 
A Twenty-first century approach to 
community change (pp. 58-79) New York: 
Oxford University Press.  

● Thomas, J. M. (2015). Redevelopment in 
Detroit: Spatial evolution. In J. M. Thomas & 
& B. Henco (Eds.), Mapping Detroit (pp. 
51-74). Detroit: Wayne State University 
Press.  

● Optional: Other information on the Skillman 
Foundation Good Neighborhood Initiative 
available at  
http://www.skillman.org/Knowledge-Center/D
ata-Evaluation-Reports/10-years-of-place-ba
sed-work 

February 13 Flint water crisis 
-State and local political 
dynamics 
-Implications for urban 
social justice  
 

● Read Michigan Radio on the Flint water crisis 
- http://michiganradio.org/term/flint-water  

● Michigan Radio documentary “Not Safe to 
Drink” -- this is a 50-minute long radio 
documentary that you can listen to online at 
http://michiganradio.org/post/listen-not-safe-d
rink-special-documentary-about-flint-water-cri
sis (I also found it on iTunes by searching on 
the title “Not safe to drink”, by Lindsey Smith) 

● Stanley, J. (2017). The emergency manager: 
Strategic racism, technocracy, and the 
poisoning of Flint's children. The Good 
Society, 25(1), 1-45.  

● Lee, S.J., Krings, A., Rose, S., Dover, K., 
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Ayoub, S., & Salman, F. (2016). Racial 
inequality and the implementation of 
emergency management laws in 
economically distressed urban areas. 
Children and Youth Services Review, 70, 1-7. 

● Optional: you can also watch the movie 
documentary Flint which is on Canvas, but 
you are not required to watch this movie 

 

February 20 Other issues facing 
Flint 

● Readings TBD 
● Discussion of the content students submitted 

for final discussion question assignment 
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