
 

 
 

Mini-Course Syllabus 
SW790-002 
Winter 2018 

 
Name of Course: Assessment and Intervention with Preschool Children  
 
Course Instructor: Beth Sherman, MSW, LMSW - Clinical Assistant Professor of 
Social Work 

Credit Hours: 1 
 
Method Area:  Interpersonal Practice   
 
Course Description: 
 
Students will learn about comprehensive assessment and evidence based 
interventions with pre-school children (ages 3-5). This course aims to increase 
developmentally relevant and effective practice with preschool children and their 
families. A particular lens will be assessment and intervention in the context of 
school, however, assessment and intervention strategies within other settings will 
also be discussed. Special attention will be paid to the needs of preschool children 
most of likely to be under-served by, or expelled from, preschool (e.g. children 
with behavior problems, children of color, children impacted by trauma, and 
children with developmental delays.)  
 
 
Course Objectives: 
 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 

1. Describe preschool populations of interest, risk, and needs. 
2. Describe three developmentally appropriate screening and assessment 

tools that assist with comprehensive assessment and intervention planning. 



3. Use assessment information to construct relevant intervention plans. 
4. Differentiate and make use of evidence based interventions useful to 

working with preschool children and their families (including consultation, 
direct practice, psycho-education, and multi-tier intervention models.)  

 
Course Design and Format: 
 
This course is a two day mini course. Attendance at the entire class is required to 
pass. Mini-lectures, role-play, case studies, class discussions and small group 
exercises will utilized throughout the two (2) days.  
 
Course Requirements for Academic Credit and Grading: 
 

• Grading:  Satisfactory or unsatisfactory 
• An end of the course 3-5 page, double spaced written assignment to include 

either a) a written case example integrating assessment and intervention 
content from the course or b) a proposal to an organizational executive or 
dean of students describing and recommending best practice models related 
to assessing and intervening with preschool children and their families. 
Assignment may be uploaded to canvas and are due by 11:59pm February 
18, 2018.  
 

Significance: 
 
This course will enable social workers to identify how to 1) conduct 
developmentally sensitive and culturally responsive assessments and 2) implement 
evidence based interventions with preschool students within the context of schools 
and other settings that serve young children and their families. Social workers will 
learn how to advocate for preschool children and their families in order to get the 
children’s developmental, social-emotional, and educational needs met.  
 
Data supports that being able to effectively meet the socio-emotional needs of 
preschool children improves student connection and academic success. In addition, 
school connectedness can act as a significant protective factor across the life span.  
 
Relationship to Curricular Themes & Core Competencies: 
 
Relationship of Course to Curricular Themes –  
 



Multiculturalism and Diversity: Students will identify ways to address race, 
ethnicity, class, gender, age, sexual orientation, and other forms of stratification of 
inequality.  
 
Social Justice and Social Change: Emphasis is placed on how to strengthen 
systems to better meet the needs of children at risk for pre-school expulsion.  
 
Promotion, Prevention, Treatment, and Rehabilitation: From a prevention and 
early intervention perspective, the course will focus on how to better meet the 
developmental, social-emotional, and behavioral needs of young children and their 
families.  
 
Behavioral and Social Science Research: Relevant research and best practices 
from diverse social science disciplines and professional fields will contribute to 
understanding of culturally relevant and evidence-based practice. 
 
 
Relationship to CSWE Core Competencies -  
 

1. Identify as a professional social worker and conduct oneself accordingly: 
advocate for preschool children and their families to have access to relevant 
assessments and services.  
 

2. Apply social work ethical principles to guide professional practice: apply 
strategies of ethical reasoning to arrive at principled decisions. 

 
3. Apply critical thinking to inform and communicate professional judgments: 

social workers distinguish, appraise, and integrate multiple sources of 
knowledge, including research-based knowledge, and practice wisdom. 

 
4. Engage diversity and difference in practice: recognize the extent to which a 

child and families multiple and intersecting identities inform their 
perspectives, identities and needs. Develop culturally responsive practices 
that challenge the ways that systems and structures may oppress, 
marginalize, alienate, or create or enhance privilege and power. 

 
5. Advance human rights and social and economic justice: understand the 

forms and mechanisms of oppression and discrimination; advocate for 
human rights, social justice, and the right to education. 
 



 
6. Engage in research-informed practice and practice-informed research: use 

research evidence to inform practice. 
 

7. Apply knowledge of human behavior and the social environment: utilize 
conceptual frameworks to guide the processes of assessment and 
intervention, and critique and apply knowledge to understand person and 
environment. 
 

8. Engage, assess, intervene, and evaluate with individuals, families, groups, 
organizations, and communities 
 

a. Engagement: substantively and affectively prepare for action with 
preschool children and their families, engage in critical dialogue with 
teachers and other school personnel about student needs and 
behaviors. A 

b. Assessment: develop mutually agreed-on intervention goals and 
objectives; and select appropriate intervention strategies 

c. Intervention:  implement prevention interventions that enhance child 
and family capacities; help children and families resolve problems; 
negotiate, mediate, and advocate for preschool children and their 
families.  

d. Evaluation: critically analyze, monitor, and evaluate interventions 
 

Relationship to NASW Ethics & Values – 
 

1. Service: Social workers’ primary goal is to help people in need and to 
address social problems.  
 

2. Social Justice: Social workers challenge social injustice.  
 

3. Dignity and Worth of the Person: Social workers respect the inherent dignity 
and worth of the person.  
 

4. Importance of Human Relationships: Social workers recognize the central 
importance of human relationships.  
 

5. Integrity: Social workers behave in a trustworthy manner.  
 



6. Competence: Social workers practice within their areas of competence and 
develop and enhance their professional expertise.  
 

 
Biographical Sketch: 
 
Beth Sherman is a clinical assistant professor in the School of Social Work and 
currently teaches SW 612, 629, and 642 courses required for attaining certification 
for School Social Worker Social Work in School Settings certification.  She has 
particular academic and professional back ground serving preschool children and 
their families through her work on birth to 5 assessment teams, Head Start 
consultations, preschool expulsion project work, and her current clinical practice as 
a social worker in a local preschool that was formative in developing the High 
Scope model of early, and transformative, education for young children and their 
families.  
 
Agenda: 
 
 
Day 1: 

• Introduction to the particular needs of preschool children and their families 
• Screening and Assessment tools used with preschoolers 
• Relevant models of practice: consultation, direct practice, psycho-education, 

and multi-tier intervention models.  
• Practice  

 
Day 2   

• Implementing evidence based interventions with preschoolers and families 
• Case studies, including assessment and intervention strategies 
• Responsive Role-Playing exercise 
• Class discussion 

 
 
 


