
 
 
Course title:  Professionalization of social work services in China course (713-005) 
Term:  Winter, 2018 
Dates and time of course meeting:  March 16, 4:00-6:30pm; April 13, 4:00-6:30pm   
Dates of Conference in Beijing China:  April 20 - 23, 2018 
Instructors:  Lydia Li and Brian Perron 
 
1. Course Description 
 
This course is to provide students with an in-depth exposure to China’s traditional welfare 
system and the emerging models of professional social work.  Students will engage in various 
learning activities at the School of Social Work, including assigned readings on Chinese culture, 
traditional and contemporary delivery of social services.  Student will then participate in an 
arrange trip to Beijing, China.  On this trip, students will attend various workshops and talks as 
part of a joint collaboration between the University of Michigan’s School of Social Work and 
Tsinghua University’s Department of Public Administration. 
 
2. Course Content 
 
The content of the course is divided into two major parts.  The first part is to provide an overview 
of the Chinese social welfare system.  This information will be conveyed through a set of 
assigned readings, as well as site visits to NGO social welfare organizations in Beijing, China.  
The second part of the course content involves focused topic areas that have be requested by 
Chinese scholars at Tsinghua University.  Students will be assigned to research one of the 
following topics as it relates (from the US perspective) and engage in a panel discussion at 
Tsinghua University.  The panel discussion will provide the basis for a comparative discussion 
with students, faculty, and community members.   
 
3.  Course Objectives 
 
Students who complete the mini-course will: 
 

● Acquire background knowledge of the Chinese social welfare system (CSWE 
competency 1, 2, 3)  

● Develop skills in cross-cultural communication within a Chinese context (CSWE 
competency 2, 6)  

● Understand how to effectively engage in cross-cultural comparative analyses (CSWE 
competency 2,3,8) 

● Learn various aspects of Chinese culture (2,6) 
 
 



4.  Relationship of the course to curricular themes 
 
Multiculturalism and Diversity representations a core feature of this course, which will be 
promoted through acquisition of information about the Chinese social welfare system, in addition 
to actively participating in the conference and various types of discussions with Chinese 
students, scholars and community members.  
 
Behavioral and Social Science Research students will draw on the various social science 
disciplines to inform their understanding of the various topics being presented and to fully 
engage in cross-cultural discussions.  
 
Social Justice and Social Change represent the essential foundation of the specific topics to 
be covered in the panel discussions.  An emphasis will be on macro social work skills including 
(but not limited to) advocacy, community organization strategies and legislative initiatives will be 
presented. 
 
Social Work Ethics and Values will serve as guiding principles for effective participation in all 
aspects of this course, particularly when visiting Beijing, China.  
 
5.  Course requirements 
 

A.  Academic Conduct and Integrity:  Please refer to the Student Code of Academic and 
Professional Conduct in the Student Guide to the Master’s in Social work Degree 
Program for a discussion of student responsibilities for academic conduct and integrity. 

 
B. Attendance and Participation:  Students are expected to participate in two formal 

planning meetings before the trip to China, meet with their small group in preparation for 
the panel discussion, attend all events and the conference in China, and attend a follow 
up meeting in September, 2018.   

a. If you need accomodation for a disability or any other special need (including 
food allergy), please let the course instructors know so necessary arrangements 
can be made. 

b. Please notify course instructors if religious observances conflict with any part of 
the class so that necessary arrangements can be made. 

 
C. Assignments:  Students will be required to complete readings and submit response 

papers.  Students will also be required to prepare an assigned topic that will be 
discussed as part of a panel discussion at the conference in Beijing, China.  Details for 
the panel discussion is provided on the Canvas course site.   

 
D. Grading:  Grading for this course is satisfactory / unsatisfactory based on attendance, 

completion of assignments, and the quality of preparation and participation in all aspects 
of the conference, particularly the panel discussion.   

 


