
 
 
 

SSW799-01 
Winter, 2017 

Immigration Enforcement at the Contested Border 
 
Course Description: 
 
What does U.S. border enforcement policy look like at the wall?  Why do people risk their 
lives to trek the Sonora desert to work in the United States?  Is Operation Streamline, a zero 
tolerance federal court trial for undocumented immigrants, constitutionally valid?   
Questions of policy, migration strategies, and legal validity permeate my classes on 
immigration.  In class, we explore these issues by reading research, watching videos, 
questioning guest lecturers, and discussing issues among ourselves.  
 
Now we travel to the border to witness, experience, record, and reflect on U.S. immigration 
and border enforcement policy in the Tucson/Nogales area.1 The goal is to understand the 
nuances of this immigration and our policy response by observing the day-to-day activities 
that constitute the minutiae of a policy’s impact on the people who migrate, the people who 
enforce the policy, and the community. What does the migrant journey look like? What 
does a border patrol officer do? How do community members support/protest current 
reality? This trip relies on experiential learning rather than evaluating the research of 
others.  This class is for students who have already taken one of immigration classes, where 
national immigration policy and controversial issues of immigration are discussed. 
 
Significance of the class and its relationship to social work goals: 
 
This class is based on current policy, current strategies for enforcement, and the impact of 
those actions. Social workers must consider the implications of border contestation on 
social justice in the United States. We consider the criminalization of people crossing the 
border and how militarized immigration agencies collaborate with private prison 
corporations by apprehending border crossers.  The realities of this detention and 
deportation are often overlooked or misunderstood by social workers as they work with 
people whose lives are affected by these outcomes. We add knowledge of immigration 
enforcement and community and organizational response to the social worker toolkit.  
 
By the end of this course, students will (Course Objectives): 
 
 begin to translate the symbolism of  patriotism and ownership at the border to uncover 

its impact on everyone 
 begin to assess the language, intent, and extent of enforcement policies, the strategies 

and tactics of enforcement, and government entities related to enforcement 

                                                        
1 Students will not cross the border into Mexico during the mini-course. 



 begin to work with and create community organizations that counter the deadly effects 
of border enforcement activities 

 begin to use immigrant rights information in community organizing and other activism 
 gain a very practical view of the problems associated with being undocumented, which 

act as an overarching context to nearly every issue that social workers address.   
Academic Credit Requirement: 
 
1. Witnessing, recording, learning, and participating: 
 
We will be corresponding with a public audience daily from the border.  We are both 
consumers and producers about border knowledge. We want a large audience to gain 
knowledge from our own experience.  How can you help that? 
 
Each student is responsible for a) one blog entry each day beginning with a pre trip post 
about what you expect, hope for, think you may learn during this course and ending with a 
post trip post that describes your thoughts after the trip.  Blog posts will be submitted on 
the Google Drive (folder to be specified). Blog post can be between 300-400 words and we 
will discuss what is appropriate. The blog will be on the official SSW university site so we 
must be careful with our words.  Last year, the university tag was “passion, not politics”. b) 
at least one captioned photo per day that illuminates  your learning.  Smart phone photos 
OK. Photos must be captioned and will be submitted via Twitter for every student with a 
Twitter account. c) as many Tweets with or without pictures and video (?) as you want!   
 
2. Deadlines: 
 
Pictures and interactions with SSW Lisa and Rob—ASAP! 
 
a) Pre trip blog post: between Sunday, February 19th and Thursday, February 23rd.  
     Daily blog posts: by 7:00 pm Tucson time each day. 
     Post trip blog post: by 11:59pm on Sunday, March 6th 
 
b) at least one captioned and Tweeted picture each day by  7:00 pm Tucson time 
 
c) Tweets—your own schedule outside of the daily picture. 
 
3. Suggested strategies for your learning journey: 

 
a. Keep a recording of your thoughts and learning experiences during this trip.  This is 

especially useful to help you quickly prepare your blog post! 
b. During our visits, take photos and videos or make sketches or something with the goal 

of telling a truth about the border area as you see it.  Write about it—in any format.  
c. Consistently ask yourself “What is a role for a social worker in this environment”? 
d. While we’re at the border, look for graffiti and other work on the existing border wall 

and record it for use in our presentation.   
e. We will look at the situation through the eyes of different people.  You may agree with 

the perspective of some and you may have arguments about others’ points of view.  Can 



you look at this struggle through everyone’s eyes?  What is the validity to their 
perspective? What can you learn from trying to understand them and their actions?  

f. The forms of your reflections and recordings are less important than the truthful (in 
your eyes) story you tell.  Date your work to see how your thoughts change over time 
and use your daily reflections to prepare the public presentation. 

Tentative Schedule (things always change on a journey like this) 
 

Date Activity Specifics 

Saturday, 
February 
25th  

Arrive  
 
Tucson Peace Fair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Group Dinner Pre 
reflections and 
conversation 

Cars will stop by the 36th Peace Fair and Music Festival on 
the way from Tucson airport. 2017 Theme: End 
Militarization of the Border, the Police, our World. 
 
Saturday, 11:00—4:00 at Armory Park (222 S. Fifth Ave). 
 
http://usa-eventer.com/event/2017-peace-fair-music-
festival  
 
Our accommodations are at The Big Blue House. Each room 
has a kitchenette and breakfast is included with our rooms.  
They are at 144 University Ave.  See  
http://www.144university.com/ 
 
Blogging before/after dinner? 
 
6:30—8:30 (tentative time) Place TBA 
discussion led by W and X.  
 
 

Sunday, 
February 
26th  

Breakfast—The Big 
Blue House 
 
Border/Fence/ 
Border Patrol 
checkpoint 
witnessing 
 
 

As scheduled 
 
 
Meet at 12:00 pm 
 
30 minute discussion facilitated by Y and Z. 
 
12:30—5:00, Nogales/Nogales, the CBP pedestrian 
crossing, the car crossing, site of murder of Jose Antonio, 
hiking the wall, I-19 checkpoint. Video interviews of first 
impressions. Be sensitive—work in groups of two. 
 
Blogging before dinner  
 
Dinner on your own. 

Monday, 
February 
27th  

Breakfast—The Big 
Blue House 
 
 

As scheduled 
 
Leave at 8:30am sharp! 
 

http://usa-eventer.com/event/2017-peace-fair-music-festival
http://usa-eventer.com/event/2017-peace-fair-music-festival
http://www.144university.com/


Border Patrol 
appointment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
No More Deaths 
meeting (if 
interested) 

10:00—12:00, USBP Nogales Station, 1500 W. La Quinta  
Nogales, AZ 85629, Tel: (520) 761-2400, Agent Queriapa 
 
30-45 minute Discussion led by A and B—location TBA 
 
Blogging before dinner 
Shop for food and water to drop on trails? 
Dinner on your own 
 
7:15 pm at St. Marks Presbyterian Church, 3809 E. Third 
Street, 85716, Knox Room. SW corner of church  

Tuesday, 
February 
28th  

Breakfast—The Big 
Blue House  
 
 
 
Operation 
Streamline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End Operation 
Streamline Coalition 
Meeting (if 
interested) 
 
Tucson Samaritans 
meeting (if 
interested)  
 
Downtown Global 
Chant (if 
interested).  

As scheduled 
 
 
Leave at 12:00 sharp! 
 
OS starts at 1:30.  We will arrive at the federal courthouse 
by 12:30. We will have a discussion afterwards facilitated 
by C and D. Place TBA. Finished by approx. 4:00 pm 
 
Shop for food and water to drop on trails? Pack everything. 
 
Blogging before dinner 
Dinner on your own 
 
5:30—7:00, Southside 
Presbyterian Church (Kiva), 5:30—77:00 PM 
 
 
 
Southside Presbyterian Church (Kiva), 7:00 PM 
 
 
 
Tuesdays. 6:20-7:20 PM. Armory Park Center, 220 S. 
5th Ave. Group chanting from all spiritual traditions, 
offered in the spirit of healing and celebration 
 
Prepare food and water for hike (need lots of food) 

Wednesday, 
March 2nd  

Breakfast—The Big 
Blue House 
 
 
8 mile migrant 
trail hike. Water 
and food drop. 
Investigate border 
technology. 

6:00—6:45am, make sure you have food and water for 
hike 
 
Leave at 6:45 sharp! 
 
Meet at Southside Presbyterian Church. 317 W 23rd 
St. (23rd St and 10th Ave.) East parking lot at 7:00am 
 
We will be gone for most of the day. 

tel:%28520%29%20761-2400


 
Absolutely Required Reading: 
 
Karen M. Staller. Vessels of memory and meaning: Artifacts of migration and healing. 
Qualitative Social Work.  15:2 (2016).  On the Canvas site. 
 
Checkpoint Campaign of People Helping People in the Border Zone (PHP Arivaca). 
http://phparivaca.org/?page_id=7  
 
Part 1 and Part 3 of Border Patrol Agents at the Border: 
http://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/faces-from-the-border-we-could-be-them  
http://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/faces-from-the-border-choosing-friends  
 
Preparatory Resources (mostly news articles): 
 
Here are a few recent and pertinent articles.  Most preparation for our course is at your 
own initiative. Please read the great articles that are coming out regularly through many 

  
Blogging before dinner 
 
Dinner on your own 
 

Thursday, 
March 3rd  

Breakfast—The Big 
BleHouse 
 
No More Deaths—
or Yosenia from 
Mariposas Sin 
Fronteras  
 
 
Border Patrol 
Victim’s Network 
 
 
PHP Arivaca—
checkpoint 
campaign 
 
 
 
 
Group dinner and 
post experience 
reflections 

As scheduled 
 
 
Leave 9:30 am 
10:00 am 
Paula Miller, Casa Mariposa, 127 N. Palomas Avenue 
 
Leave between 11:30 and 12:00 
 
 
Meet with Anna Maria Vasquez—time and place TBD 
 
 
1:00 pm 
Presentation and discussion with People Helping People in 
the Border Zone—Arivaca group working to stop border 
patrol check points.  At the Humanitarian Aid Center in 
Arivaca 520-398-3093 
 
 
6:30—8:30 Location TBD, X and Y lead reflection 
discussion. 

Friday, 
March 4th  

 
Leave Tucson 

 

http://phparivaca.org/?page_id=7
http://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/faces-from-the-border-we-could-be-them
http://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/faces-from-the-border-choosing-friends


news and non-profit sites. Please frequently read about the new presidential 
administration to be aware of issues that will affect the border.  Share articles and in 
formation with everyone through Canvas. The idea is to be prepared for our experience. 
 
Seeing Family Through the Border Fence: 
https://www.nytimes.com/video/us/100000004835152/seeing-family-through-the-
border-fence.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&clickSource=story-
heading&module=first-column-region&region=top-news&WT.nav=top-news  
 
A Better Way to Secure the Border: 
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/13/opinion/forget-a-wall-theres-a-better-way-to-
secure-the-
border.html?hpw&rref=opinion&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&module=well-
region&region=bottom-well&WT.nav=bottom-well  
 
How the deportation shakedown works:  http://forms.nomoredeaths.org/how-the-deportation-
shakedown-works-video/  
 
Death in the Sands: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/oct/04/us-mexico-border-
patrol-trump-beautiful-wall  
 
The Devil on the Loose, Part 2: http://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/faces-from-
the-border-we-could-be-them  
 
 
Some past articles: 
 
Pope Francis’ Message to our Communities. http://www.colibricenter.org/pope-francis-visit/  
 
Tracking Deaths Along the Border. http://www.motherjones.com/mojo/2013/05/pima-county-
arizona-tracking-migrant-deaths 
 
Understanding the Legal Challenges to Executive Action: http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/just-
facts/understanding-legal-challenges-executive-action  
 
New Progress Made in Lawsuit Against AZ Border Patrol. 
http://www.wildcat.arizona.edu/article/2016/01/new-progress-is-made-in-lawsuit-against-az-
border-patrol  
 
Spike in Central American Families in Tucson. http://tucson.com/news/tucson-sees-new-spike-in-
central-american-families/article_33303fce-bfc0-516f-86a4-
f495217b1b34.html#utm_source=tucson&utm_campaign=most-popular-tabs-
2&utm_medium=direct  
 
Massive Deaths in Border Desert Caused by U.S. Immigration Policy.  http://www.truth-
out.org/buzzflash/commentary/massive-deaths-in-border-desert-caused-by-us-migration-
policy/19130-massive-deaths-in-border-desert-caused-by-us-migration-policy  
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An Alternative use for the border ball? http://qz.com/484342/locals-are-using-the-us-mexico-
border-fence-as-a-giant-volleyball-net/  
 
The border patrol’s FY 2015 Border Security Report (I have to say, I’m floored.  It’s now 5 pages: 
introduction, discussion, conclusion) 
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/CBP%20FY15%20Border%20Security%20
Report_12-21_0.pdf 
 
Entry page to summary statistics for the border patrol: https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/stats 
 
What to do if immigration agents come to your door. http://www.huffingtonpost.com/tania-
unzueta/what-to-do-if-immigration-agents_b_9021516.html  
 
Pre Dawn Raid takes Children as Young as 4, #not1more. 
http://www.notonemoredeportation.com/2016/01/03/newyear-raids/  
 
Slack, J. and S. Whiteford (2011). “Violence and migration on the Arizona-Sonora 
border.” Human organization 70(1): 11-21. 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2651672  
 
Life Near the Mexican Border, http://azcommunitypress.org/2014/03/16/life-near-the-mexican-
border/  
 
Border Journey: The Heart of Solidarity (blog), http://www.borderjourney.blogspot.com/ 
 
Federal Court blocks detention centers, https://www.aclu.org/immigrants-rights/federal-court-
blocks-government-detaining-asylum-seekers-tactic-deter-others-comin, 
http://www.latimes.com/nation/nationnow/la-na-nn-detention-centers-injunction-20150220-
story.html  
 
Deportation Shakedown,   http://tinyurl.com/stoptheshakedown and The Institutional Cruelty of 
Migrant Shakedowns, http://america.aljazeera.com/opinions/2015/1/migrants-
deportationimmigration.html  
 
Shadow Prisons, http://interactive.fusion.net/shadow-prisons/  
 
Prison Economics Helped Drive Arizona Immigration Law, 
http://www.npr.org/2010/10/28/130833741/prison-economics-help-drive-ariz-immigration-law  
 
The Shame of America’s Family Detention Camps, 
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/08/magazine/the-shame-of-americas-family-detention-
camps.html  
 
New policies for the apprehension, detention, and removal of undocumented immigrants, Jeh 
Johnson (director if ICE) November 2014 memorandom, 
http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/14_1120_memo_prosecutorial_discretion.pdf  
and November 20th memorandum on children 
http://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/14_1120_memo_deferred_action.pdf  
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Recommended Videos/Films (from Tucson Samaritan’s list): 
 
Crossing the Line: Border Stories. 27 minutes.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1PaWiYOH8O0 
In this 2010 television news special, KPBS San Diego reporters explore the financial impact and 
personal toll of illegal immigration.  
 
Crossing the Line at the Border: Dying to Get Back. 25 minutes. 
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/need-to-know/video/border-patrol-part-3/16916/ 
PBS Need to Know 2013 documentary: While the number of illegal crossings at the border has 
plummeted dramatically , just as many people are dying. For those coming into the country illegally, 
it is now more deadly, more lethal, than at any time in recent U.S. immigration history.  
 
Immigrant America: The High Cost of Deporting Parents 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JOEn0iBWWx0 
Ray Jesus owned a business. He paid taxes. He has an American wife and 5 American kids. In 2011, 
he was deported to Guatemala. This is his story. 
 
Risking It All –Across Mexico: Chasing an Impossible Dream. 25 minutes.  
http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/riskingitall/2011/05/2011514141451471429.html, 
2011 Al Jazeera documentary about Latin American migrants risking life and limb to reach the U.S. 
border in search of the American dream.  
 
Which Way Home 82 minutes.  
Available for streaming on Netflix.com.  
2010 Oscar-nominated documentary that follows unaccompanied children from Mexico and Central 
America on their dangerous journey north to the United States.  
 
Borderlands: Professors Explore Immigration on the Hyphen. 5 minutes. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CBqBRPZd5Pc Over spring break 2009, two College of 
William and Mary professors and eight students joined Samaritans on an exploratory desert hike in 
the Tucson/Nogales region of the U.S.-Mexico border.  
 
The Tinaja Trail 
This 2014 documentary focuses on humanitarian efforts to save the lives of migrants crossing the 
U.S.-Mexico border. Described as "a compelling tale of life and death and humanitarian service," this 
film features the work of Tucson Samaritans and other Tucson-based groups as well as volunteer 
organizations in other states. Trailer is available for preview at http://www.humanitarianfilm.org/ 
 
Some Tucson Groups with which to familiarize yourselves (all also on Facebook): 
 
People Helping People in the Border Zone, http://phparivaca.org/   
 
Colibri Center for Human Rights, http://www.colibricenter.org/  
 
Derechos Humanos, http://www.derechoshumanosaz.net/    
 
Border Action Network, http://borderaction.org/ (defunct?) 
https://www.facebook.com/borderaction/   
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No More Deaths,  http://forms.nomoredeaths.org/en/  
 
Tucson Samaritans, http://www.tucsonsamaritans.org/  
 
Border Patrol Victim’s Network, Red de Victimas de la Patrulla Fronteriza  
http://borderpatrolvictimsnetwork.blogspot.com/  
 
Tucson Together, DACA/DAPA legal aid, https://www.facebook.com/KeepTucsonTogether?fref=nf  
 
Borderlinks,  http://www.borderlinks.org/  
 
Southside Presbyterian Church (see social justice, worker center, sanctuary) 
http://www.southsidepresbyterian.org/  

http://forms.nomoredeaths.org/en/
http://www.tucsonsamaritans.org/
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