
 
 
 

Mini-Course - Fall, 2016 
 

SW 799-006:  Immigration enforcement, human rights, and social justice 
 
Method Area:  Social Policy and Evaluation, Community Organizing  
 
Instructor: Laura Sanders (co-developed with Sherrie Kossoudji) 
 
Schedule: Saturday, October 1, and Sunday, October 2, 9:00-5:00 (with an 

 hour break for lunch) 
 
Location:  SSW Building, rm. 3816 
 
Course Description: 
 
This mini-course focuses on the real community and personal impact of a public 
policy with sweeping national controversy, many deaths, and significant questions 
about social justice, racial discrimination, and even intent in the constitution. 
Because it is a mini-course, rather than a full course, this course will concentrate on 
one aspect of immigration policy—undocumented immigrants and the public policy 
strategy of enforcement for undocumented immigrants at the border and in the 
interior of the country. Along with discussion of the policies and practices of 
enforcement, we will bring local enforcement activities to the table and examine 
their impact on people, families, and Michigan communities.  The discussion will 
have a national, state, and a local component.   Students in this course will acquire 
the skills to analyze this aspect of immigration policy and its controversies.  
Students will also acquire the skills to develop community and organizational 
strategies to promote social justice.  
 
Significance of the class and its relationship to social work goals: 
 
This class is based on current policy and current strategies for enforcement and the 
impact of those actions on workers, families, and communities.  Nearly all social 
workers, no matter what their concentration, will work with or have exposure to 
undocumented immigrants. The problems associated with being undocumented act 
as an overarching context to nearly every issue that social workers address and yet 
are often overlooked or misunderstood as they work with people.  Documentation 
status impacts the experience of people in every system that interfaces with social 
work including, the schools, child welfare system, criminal justice system, the health 
system, etc.  This class adds knowledge of immigration issues and effective 
community and organizational responses to enforcement policy to the social worker 



toolkit. It also provides a basic knowledge for students who may desire jobs that 
work with immigrants and immigrant communities.   
 
Course Objectives: 
 
Students will:  
 
 become conversant with the history, causes, and consequences of undocumented 

immigration 
 be able to identify and assess the language, intent, and extent of enforcement 

policies, the strategies and tactics of enforcement, and government entities 
related to enforcement 

 be able to analyze the economic, social, and health impact of enforcement on 
individuals, families and communities 

 be able to use immigrant rights information effectively in community organizing 
and other activism 

 be able to assess current immigration reform policy packages in relation to 
ethics related to social justice 

 
Requirement for Academic Credit: 
 
You can choose from these two assignments: 
 
Option 1: 
Students must turn in a completed paper by Saturday, October 15.  To complete the 
assignment, turn your paper as a Word attachment to my email address:  
lsanders@umich.edu 
Write a five page, double spaced, paper reflecting on what you learned in this class 
and how you anticipate integrating this learning into your perspectives and practice 
as a social worker.   Think about the questions you had and assumptions you were 
making about undocumented immigrant populations and immigration enforcement 
before you came into the course, and what has shifted for you over the week.  What 
course content had the most impact on your learning and why?  What, if anything, 
has surprised or inspired you?  What would you like to know more about?  
Incorporate at least three required readings or those from the list of optional 
readings, into the reflection, referencing specific quotes, and include a list of sources 
at the end. 
 
Option 2:  (this option is subject to change depending on what WICIR is 
working on at the moment) 
Get involved in a current project of WICIR – in particular, attend the WICIR urgent 
responder training on Saturday, Oct. 8, from 11:30 to 1:30 at the First 
Congregational United Church of Christ, 218 N. Adams St. Ypsilanti, 48197.  After the 
training, you can choose to get involved with WICIR if you want to (but it is not 
required for the course), and opportunities to get involved will be mentioned at the 
training.  This assignment provides an option to experience active community 



organizing through attending this training with other interested volunteers from the 
community.    
 
Biographical Sketch of the Instructors:  This semester the course will be 
instructed by Laura Sanders alone. 
 
Note:  Professor Kossoudji will not be co-teaching the course this term but has helped 
to develop it and will be co-teaching it again in the fall, 2015 

 
Sherrie A. Kossoudji is an Associate Professor in the School of Social Work, 
and an Adjunct Associate Professor in the Department of Economics.  Her 
principal research area is immigration.  In particular, she has written 
numerous articles on the legal status of immigrant workers in the United 
States, the incentives to cross the border illegally, and the wages and jobs of 
undocumented immigrants.  Much of her work attempts to discern the link 
between legal status in the United States and economic outcomes. 

 
 With a master's degree in social work from the University of Michigan, Laura 
 Sanders has been an instructor in U of M’s graduate School of Social Work for 
 20 years, and has practiced for over 28 years as a family therapist in the area. 
 She is a long-time community activist for human rights including those of 
 children, women, TGLBQ people and immigrants.  Her work with people is 
 eclectic and creative including advocacy and community organizing.  Most 
 recently, she is the co-founder of the Washtenaw Interfaith Coalition for 
 Immigrant Rights, a current and active grassroots organization responding to 
 local ICE raids, detainments and deportations of our immigrant community 
 members, and advocating for immigration reform.  
 
TRIGGER WARNING:   
Because this course examines injustice, much of the material is painful in nature, 
and encourages students to explore and share issues of identity, focusing on 
imbalances of power, privilege, oppression, and discrimination.  It is likely to bring 
up painful material for some students.  Please know that all feelings are acceptable 
and invited, but students are expected to be able to manage them.  Students should 
not feel pressured to share painful personal material unless they feel prepared to do 
so.  There will not be sufficient follow up for processing painful memories or severe 
anxiety that might get triggered.  In general, it is important that students who expect 
to struggle seek support and/or therapeutic assistance to work through their own 
recovery during their graduate education in order to be present and effective in 
working with struggling clients.  Wounded healers who have worked toward 
resilience make some of the best therapists and organizers.  See resources for this 
below. 
  



 
Health and Wellness: 
Health and wellness situations or circumstances may impede student success within 
the program. Students should feel free to contact the School’s Health and Wellness 
Advocates, Lauren Davis or Nyshourn Price, at ssw.wellness@umich.edu. Students 
may also visit/call the University's Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS). 
CAPS offers a variety of clinical services, referrals, and workshops. CAPS, 
Hours: 8am-5pm, 530 S State St., Ann Arbor, MI 48109 
caps.umich.edu 
 
Accommodations: 
In the era of iPhones, iPads, laptops and wireless networks, some students may wish 
to spend class time reading email, texting, surfing the web, or doing work for other 
classes.  Please don’t do this.  If you need a computer as a resource for note-taking 
please let me know, but I would prefer that they not be open at all.  I find that they 
interfere with discussion and active listening to me and other students.  Thanks.  
 
If you need or desire an accommodation for a disability, please let me know soon. 
The earlier that you make me aware of your needs the more effectively we will be 
able to use the resources available to us, such as the services for Students with 
Disabilities, the Adaptive Technology Computing Site and the like. If you do decide 
to disclose your disability, I will treat that information as private and confidential. 
Also, please notify me if religious observances conflict with class attendance or due 
dates for assignments so we can make appropriate arrangements.  Also all preferred 
name and gender pronoun uses will be honored. 
 
Safety and Emergency Preparedness:   
In the event of an emergency, dial 9-1-1 from any cell phone or campus phone.  
  
All University of Michigan students, faculty and staff are required to familiarize 
themselves with emergency procedures and protocols for both inside and outside of 
the classroom. In the event of possible building closure (i.e. severe weather 
conditions, public health notices, etc.) you may contact (734)764-SSWB (7793) for 
up-to-date School closure information. 
  
Be Prepared. Familiarize yourself with the emergency card posted next to the phone 
in every classroom/meeting room. Review the information on the emergency 
evacuation sign (located nearest the door) and locate at least (2) emergency exits 
nearest the classroom. 
  
If you are concerned about your ability to exit the building in the case of an 
emergency, contact the Office of Student Services and/or email ssw-
ADAcompliance@umich.edu., Office of Student Services 
School of Social Work | Room 1748, 734-936-0961 
  

mailto:ssw.wellness@umich.edu
http://caps.umich.edu/
mailto:ssw-ADAcompliance@umich.edu
mailto:ssw-ADAcompliance@umich.edu
tel:734-936-0961


For more information, view the annual Campus Safety Statement 
at http://www.dpss.umich.edu/.  
  
Register for UM Emergency Alerts at http://www.dpss.umich.edu/emergency-
management/alert/.  
 
 
Mini-Course Readings and Organization 
 
We only have two days for this course so there are a limited number of required 
readings.  Supplementary readings are included on the Canvas site under “files” and 
then in “background and optional reading.. 
 
Required Readings 
 

Required Readings before class on Saturday, Oct 1: 
 
Passel, Jeffrey S. and D’Vera Cohn. 2009. A Portrait of Unauthorized Immigrants in 
the United States. Washington, DC: Pew Hispanic Center, April.  Read the required 
Executive Summary (pp. i-v) and any other sections that interest you. 
 
Regan, Margaret. 2010. The Death of Joseline. Immigration Stories from Arizona’s 
Heartland. Beacon press. Prologue. 
 
Orner, Peter (ed.). 2008. Underground America. Narratives of Undocumented Lives. 
McSweeney’s Books. Abel’s story or Lorena’s story. 
 
Chaudry, Ajay, Randy Capps, Juan Manuel Padroza, Rosa Maria Casteneda, Robert 
Santos, Molly M. Scott. 2010. Facing Our Future: Children in the Aftermath of 
Immigration Enforcement. Washington, D. C.  The Urban Institute. Executive 
Summary, Introduction and chapter 1, pp iii- pg 12.  
 

Required Readings before class on Sunday, October 2: 
 
Chaudry, Ajay, et al. 2010. Facing Our Future: Children in the Aftermath of 
Immigration Enforcement. Washington, D.C.  The Urban Institute. Chapters 2-6,  pp 
12-80.  Browse this report. 
 
Rosenblum, Marc R. 2011.  US Immigration Policy Since 9/11: Understanding the 
Stalemate over Comprehensive Immigration Reform. Washington D.C. the Migration 
Policy Institute. 
 
Bipartisan Framework for Immigration Reform, 5 pg. summary 
 
Costello, Maureen,  (2026) The Trump Effect.  Southern Poverty Law Center. 
 

http://www.dpss.umich.edu/
http://www.dpss.umich.edu/emergency-management/alert/
http://www.dpss.umich.edu/emergency-management/alert/


 
Optional Readings: 
 
A Proposal for Alternative Immigration Reform Bases on Human, Civil and Labor 
Rights for All, The Dignity Campaign. 
 
Summary of the Border Security, Economic Opportunity and Immigration 
Modernization Act.  17-pg summary of the last proposed comprehensive 
immigration reform package. 
 
After Ruling, Hispanics Flee an Alabama Town.  The New York Times, October 4, 
2011. 
 
Part of Alabama Immigration Law Blocked. The New York Times, October 13, 2011. 
 
The text of Alabama’s HB 56 (Alabama legislature). 

 
Sanders, Laura, Ramiro Martinez, Margaret Harner, Melanie Harner, Pilar Horner, 
and Jorge Delva. 2013. Grassroots Responsiveness to Human Rights Abuse: History of 
the Washtenaw Interfaith Coalition for Immigrant Rights, Social Work. 
 
 
 
Daily Class Topics and Organization 
 

Day 1— Saturday, October 1 
 
Organizing – Interactive experiences that introduce issues associated with 
immigration.  What do you assume about undocumented immigration?  What do you 
assume about immigration enforcement efforts? What do you know?  What do you 
think? How do you feel?  What questions do you have? 
 
Policy—A brief history of undocumented migration and immigration to the United 
States, the body of immigration law (The Immigration and Nationality Act, The INA), 
the laws that are broken by undocumented immigrants, and who is in the United 
States as an undocumented immigrant.  Explore the process of crossing and 
apprehension at the U.S. border and enforcement strategies, efforts and 
organizations.  We will examine the missions, activities, and human rights violations 
of ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement) and CBP (Customs and Border 
Protection). We will explore enforcement at the border and the interior of the US. 
 
Lunch: 12:00 to 1:00 

 
Organizing —  A brief history of immigration raids and the rise of immigrant rights 
and anti-raid organizations will be presented from the community organizing 



viewpoint.  In particular we will look specifically at the history and development of a 
local organization called Washtenaw Interfaith Coalition for Immigrant Rights, that 
has responded to over 570 raid-related calls in the local community. 
 
2:30-5:00:   
Policy and Organizing—We will view abUSed, a documentary of the largest ICE 
raid in U.S. history, followed by a discussion of enforcement and human rights and 
community organizing. 
 
 

Day 2—  Sunday, October 2 
 
Policy— Discuss the post 9/11 entanglement of immigration policy and national 
security and explore border enforcement and deterrence strategies more 
specifically.  We will have a general conversation about federal/local immigration 
enforcement initiatives and their consequences including how the states and 
localities have gotten involved with enforcement and immigration policy using 
examples of Maricopa County, state laws in Arizona, Georgia, and Alabama.  Finally, 
we will talk about demonizing undocumented immigrants and the making of public 
perception and public policy.  
 
Organizing –Through the exploration of the work of WICIR, we will explore the 
effect of immigration enforcement on children, families and neighborhoods 
including cases that intersect with local law enforcement and the child welfare 
system.  A pattern of human rights violations associated with raids, detainments and 
deportations will be explored as well as education efforts that focus on Know Your 
Rights education for targeted groups and information building for ally communities.  
Political actions targeting local policies and special projects will be highlighted and a   
Discussion of counseling and advocacy with refugees and immigrant people. 
 
Lunch:  12:00-1:00 
 
Organizing – We will hear from people in the community who have been affected 
by immigration enforcement policy and advocates who have been involved in 
fighting for immigrant rights and community-based research exposing violations of 
rights and adverse health effects of enforcement tactics on immigrant families.  We 
will explore efforts in organizing toward reform on the local, state and national 
levels, with a focus on critical analysis of current reforms and the impact of the US 
presidential campaign. 
 
Policy— Explore fundamental principles of humane immigration reform in a social 
justice context and then analyze the current state of immigration reform policies as 
we approach the presidential election.  We will compare the current platforms 
proposed by both candidates and explore efforts in organizing local and state 
reforms that protect immigrants. 
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