
  SW702-W2016.doc 
  Family Violence Prevention & Intervention 
   

1 

     
 
 
 
 

 
Course Description 
 The focus of this course is on the methods of prevention, intervention and social 
change used to address and end the major forms of family violence. "Family" is defined 
broadly to include any intimate relationship. The course will provide overviews of the 
risk factors and traumatic effects of family violence. There will be an emphasis placed on 
the special needs of oppressed groups. Most family violence organizations work on 
multiple levels, such as macro, mezzo, and micro levels, and they frequently come into 
contact with a variety of fields of service, primarily the legal, health and mental health, 
housing, public assistance, and child welfare systems. Therefore, models of inter-system 
and inter-disciplinary coordination will be presented. Illustrations of the integration of 
micro, mezzo, and macro practice will be given, in particular how dimensions of power, 
privilege, oppression, and difference influence actions, perceptions, choices and 
consequences across system levels. The understanding and critical evaluation of theories, 
policies, organizations, and interventions using scientific principles will be stressed.  
Course Content 
 Over the past several decades, various forms of family violence have come to be 
recognized as serious and widespread social problems. Strategies for intervention and 
prevention have been developed, and efforts to evaluate these strategies are emerging. 
Social workers continue to require training in: service delivery to survivors and offenders, 
advocacy at micro, mezzo, and macro levels, program development, policy-making, and 
other roles. In this course, the social movements that helped uncover various forms of 
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abuse and the definitions and scope of family violence will be presented. The forms of 
abuse covered will be child physical abuse, sibling abuse, dating violence, spousal, 
cohabiting, and elder abuse (child sexual abuse is covered in other elective courses). 
"Abuse" is defined broadly to include physical, psychological, emotional, financial, and 
sexual maltreatment.  

 Students will be encouraged to explore their own attitudes about family violence, 
as well as public and professional attitudes that block effective interventions. Students 
will learn basic skills for identifying problems and encouraging clients to seek help. They 
will analyze the social, political, and organizational factors affecting service delivery, 
including cross-national comparisons of service delivery systems. The theories and 
methods of the most common models of intervention and prevention will be discussed, 
and their strengths and limitations will be analyzed.  

Course Objectives: 
 By the end of the course, students will be able to:  

 1) Understand the scope of family violence and the risk factors and traumas 
associated with it, including common myths about these factors held by those in various 
fields of service.  
 2) Understand root causes, risk factors and maintaining factors for family violence 
within a social ecological framework that includes the links between family violence and 
sexism, racism, classism, ethnocentrism, ableism, heterosexism, homophobia, and other 
forms of oppression and understand the variation in risk and maintaining factors across 
diverse dimensions (ability, age, class, color, culture, ethnicity, family structure, gender, 
including gender identity and gender expression, marital status, national origin, race, 
religion or spirituality, sex, and sexual orientation). 
 3) Understand their own attitudes, potential biases, and privileged positions and 
those of professionals and the public about various types of family violence and about 
survivors and offenders of this violence, as well as the impact of such attitudes on the 
ways in which survivors and offenders are treated at micro, mezzo, and macro levels. 
 4) Demonstrate basic skills for detecting family violence and promoting help-
seeking of both the abuser and the survivor. 
 5) Demonstrate knowledge of and basic skills in assessment of risk factors and the 
effects and the use of such assessments for developing intervention and prevention plans. 
 6) Understand the most common models of intervention and prevention for 
various types of family violence at the individual, family, organizational, community and 
social levels. Included will be an understanding of the impacts of social norms, historical 
and current cultural oppression, ideology, public policies, and organizational structure on 
service delivery systems. 
 7) Understand applicable laws and codes of ethics governing the practice of 
family violence prevention and intervention.  

Course Design: 
 The course will use a variety of pedagogical methods, including didactic lectures, 
experiential exercises, and group discussions. An emphasis will be placed on the 
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development of skills through demonstrations, videos, and role-playing. Guest speakers 
may be invited from the field to describe the latest intervention and prevention programs. 
Special attention will be given to students' attitudes and emotional reactions to the 
material covered, and their effects on the way in which they approach clients.  
Relation to Curricular Themes 
 Multiculturalism and Diversity Issues. The definitions and theories of family 
violence will be analyzed in historical, political, and socio-cultural contexts. Models of 
socio-culturally effective interventions and prevention programs will be explored. In 
particular, students will be encouraged to examine the effect of their own positionalities 
and power on how they approach the issues of family violence. In addition, students will 
learn to work with clients from a strength-based approach, identifying and respecting the 
strengths of those affected by violence, especially those who are socially and 
economically oppressed. 
 Social Justice and Social Change Issues will be a major focus of the course as 
family violence compromises the well-being of individuals, families, organizations, 
communities, and society. Social forces such as patriarchal structure will be analyzed for 
their role in supporting family violence, along with an analysis of factors that intensify the 
risk and consequence of family violence (e.g., poverty). These analyses will guide the 
direction for social change efforts. An analysis of the historical and current impact of 
racism, classism, sexism, homophobia, and other forms of oppression on social policies 
and services will be integrated throughout the course. 
 Promotion and Prevention will be addressed through discussion of the 
promising models for promoting family well-being, achieving egalitarian relationships, 
and resolving conflicts. Students will learn various approaches of prevention, including 
those directed at various levels of the social ecology (individuals, families, community, 
organizations, society at large), target groups (e.g., universal, indicated, selected) at 
different points (e.g., primary, secondary, and tertially). 
 
 Social Science and Behavioral Research. Influential and emerging social 
science theories and research will be applied to understanding the causes of family 
violence and the effectiveness of various interventions and prevention programs. There is 
a rapidly growing body of social work and social science research that can be applied to 
understanding the theoretical bases of intervention and prevention programs. The 
principles of evaluation research will be used to assess the quality of studies of 
intervention and prevention.  
 
Relationship to Social Work Ethics and Values: 
 Many of the complex and challenging ethical issues encountered by workers in the 
field of family violence will be addressed. Common legal and ethical issues include duty 
to warn, mandated reporting, and special concerns for protecting client confidentiality. 
The ethical guidelines of social work and other professions will be applied to the analysis 
of intervention and prevention programs, and distinctions will be made between legal and 
ethical requirements for workers.  
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REQUIRED TEXT:  
 
Renzetti, C. M., Edleson, J. L., & Bergen, R. K. (2011). Sourcebook on violence against 
women, Second Edition. Sage. 
 
Required readings not in the required textbook will be made available through Canvass. 
 
RECOMMENDED TEXTS: 
 
Malley-Morrison, K. & Hines, D.S. (2004). Family violence in a cultural perspective.  

Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. ISBN-10: 0761925961 
 
Ammerman, R.T. & Hersen, M. (Eds.) (2000).  Case studies in family violence, 2nd 
 Edition.  New York: Plenum. ISBN-10: 0306462486 
 
Myers, J.  (2011) APSAC Handbook on child maltreatment. Los Angeles: Sage. 
 
Miller-Perrin, C.L & Perrin, R.D. (2013).  Child maltreatment: An introduction. Los 

Angeles: Sage. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS & CONCERNS  
 

The University of Michigan expects students to devote a minimum of two 
hours weekly preparation for each credit awarded in a graduate/professional school. 
Thus, you are expected to spend a minimum of six hours per week of preparation for 
this class. The assignments in this class have been developed to help students 
systematically gain social work knowledge and develop social work skills. 

Students with Disabilities.   Any student who feels that he/she may need an 
accommodation for any sort of disability (learning, physical, emotional) in order to 
complete course requirements, please contact me to confidentially discuss possible 
accommodations. 
 

Academic Honesty. The ideas of others must be cited correctly and direct quotes 
must be shown with quotation marks and cited correctly.  Plagiarism can be grounds for 
expulsion from the School.  Please consult with University Library web resources on 
academic integrity: http://www.lib.umich.edu/academic-integrity/resources-students  .The 
editorial style of the American Psychological Association is the preferred style for social 
work.   

 
Class Attendance & Participation.  Participation in class discussions, class 

exercises, and small group discussions is expected but will not be graded, in part because 
there are cultural and personality differences that affect participation.  If you experience 
difficulties in participating in discussions for linguistic, cultural, or other reasons, please 
meet with me to explore ways in which you can become a more active participant in 

http://www.lib.umich.edu/academic-integrity/resources-students
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class. 
 Attendance is expected at each class and is extremely important because the 

experiential learning and discussions that occur there cannot easily be replicated outside 
of the classroom.  If you miss between 1-3 classes for any reason, a brief “catch up” 
assignment be required so that you will be able to learn the material you missed. You will 
need to complete these assignments within three weeks of missing class.  If you know in 
advance that you will miss, please ask a classmate or the instructor to tape record the 
class, share notes, and collect handouts for you.  If you miss four or more class you will 
need to meet with the instructor to discuss options, including withdrawal from the class, 
more extensive make up assignments, or lowering the final grade (a half grade point for 
each class missed beyond two missed classes).  

  
A Note on Scholarly Discourse.  What we will discuss in the class may involve 

controversies. All of us come to this course with various experiences and values, as well 
as assumptions, prejudices, and stereotypes. Disagreements are expected and even 
welcomed as long as we respect diverse opinions and perspectives and refrain from 
attacking one another personally. Please try to remain open to evidence presented, which 
may conflict with your own opinions and viewpoints. (Adapted from syllabus of 
Professor M. Yoshihama) 
 

Self-care.  Regardless of whether you have experienced abuse or violence 
personally, the assigned readings, in-class discussion, videos, guest speakers, and 
assignments may precipitate distress, anxiety, a sense of helplessness, rage, or other 
reactions. While these reactions are common and natural, they may be intense and may 
interfere with your personal and academic life. If you experience a persistent and 
increasing sense of distress, it is important to seek assistance. The following are some of 
the resources available on and off campus. I can assist you in locating any additional 
resources you may need. (Adapted from syllabus of Professor M. Yoshihama) 

 
 UM Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS). 764-8312  
 UM Sexual Assault Prevention & Awareness Center (SAPAC). 936-3333 (Crisis  
 line)  
 UM Center for Education of Women. 998-7210  
 SAFE House. 995-5444  

Psychiatric Emergency Services. 996-4747 
 
Safety & Emergency Preparedness. In the event of an emergency, dial 9-1-1 

from any cell phone or campus phone. All University of Michigan students, faculty and 
staff are required to familiarize themselves with emergency procedures and protocols for 
both inside and outside of the classroom. In the event of possible building closure (i.e. 
severe weather conditions, public health notices, etc.) you may contact (734)764-7793 for 
up-to-date School closure information. Be Prepared. Familiarize yourself with the 
emergency card posted next to the phone in every classroom/meeting room. Review the 
information on the emergency evacuation sign (located nearest the door) and locate at 
least (2) emergency exits nearest the classroom. If you are concerned about your ability to 



  SW702-W2016.doc 
  Family Violence Prevention & Intervention 
   

6 

exit the building in the case of an emergency, contact the Office of Student Services 
and/or email ssw-ADAcompliance@umich.edu , School of Social Work, Room 1748, 
734-936-0961. For more information view the annual Campus Safety Statement at 
http://www.dpss.umich.edu/. Register for UM Emergency Alerts at 
http://www.dpss.umich.edu/emergency-management/alert/. 

 
ASSIGNMENTS & DUE DATES (more detailed information is attached) 
 

Brief Reports:  These are brief exercises that are graded satisfactory-
unsatisfactory” (satisfactory = A). The combination of these brief reports equals 10% of 
the total grade for the term.  Detailed information is given on a separate page. 
 
1) Reflection on Your Values and Course Objectives. 
 9/20/16 
2) Reactions & Discussion Questions for Readings.  Due on four days before the date the 
reading is discussed in class 
3) Report Proposal. 10/11/16 
4) Report Summary (one page single spaced) 12/9/16 
 

Literature Search and Reflection - 9/27/16, 5% of grade  
 

Major Report:  Analysis of a Field of Service and Analysis of a 
Prevention/Intervention Program 

 
This report will be due in separate sections at different points in the term: 

1) Introduction. 11/22/16. 5% 
2) Background. 11/22/16 20% 
3) Analysis of Field of Service. 11/29/16. 25% 
4) Analysis of Prevention and Intervention Efforts.  12/6/16. 30% 
5) Recommendations for Change. 12/9/16. 5% 
 
 
COURSE OUTLINE: 
 
Unit 1: OVERVIEW 
 
Class 1: 9/12/16 
 
 Dreams and realities of family life; general theories of 
 violence and aggression; definitions; extent of the problem. 
 
Class 2: 9/19/16 
 
Unit 2:  PROFESSIONALS' ATTITUDES ABOUT FAMILY VIOLENCE 
  

mailto:ssw-ADAcompliance@umich.edu
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 Feelings about working with victims and offenders 
 Attitudes that block effective intervention. 
   
Required reading: 

Chapts 1-2 of Malley-Morrison & Hines text, Family Violence in Cultural  
  Perspective. “Issues and Definitions” & “Theories and Methods”  

Chapt. 2 in Family violence across the lifespan: An introduction. (2nd 

 Edition)(Barnett et al., 2004), “Research, Methodology, Assessment and 
 Theories”  

Chapt. 2 from Miller-Perrin & Perrin (2013), Child Maltreatment, “The study of 
child maltreatment” 

Chapt. 3 from Miller-Perrin & Perrin (2013), Child Maltreatment, “Child 
 Physical Abuse” 
 

Suggested reading: 
  

Ross, M., & Glisson, C. (1991). Bias in social work intervention with battered 
women. Journal of Social Service Research, 14(3-4), 79-105. 

 Straus, M.A. & Gelles, R. (1990). Societal change and 
  change in family violence from 1975 to 1985 as revealed 
  in two national surveys.  In Straus & Gelles (Eds.) 
  Physical violence in American Families.  
   

Unit 3: MALTREATMENT OF CHILDREN 
 
Class 3: 9/26/16 
 
 Risk factors, trauma effects, detecting abuse, and reasons for non-reporting. 
 Legal and medical issues 
 
Required reading: 
 
 Chapt. 2 from Miller-Perrin & Perrin (2013), Child Maltreatment, “Key issues in  
  responding to child maltreatment” 

Pence, D.M. (2011), Chapt. 19, Child abuse and neglect investigation. In J. 
Myers (Ed.), APSAC Handbook on Child Maltreatment. Los Angeles: 
Sage. 

McClennen, J.C. (2010). Identifying and investigating child maltreatment.  Chapt.  
3 in Social Work and Family Violence, NY: Springer. 

 Hampton, R., Carrilo, R. & Kim, J. (1998).  Violence in communities of color.  In 
   R. Carrillo & J. Tello (Ed.),  Family violence and men of color.  New  
  York:  Springer. 
 
Suggested reading: 
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McClennen, J.C. (2010). The criminal justice system and child maltreatment. 
  Chapt. 4 in Social Work and Family Violence, NY: Springer. 

Myers, J. (2011). Legal Issues in Child Abuse and Neglect Practice.  In J. 
 Myers (Ed.), APSAC Handbook on Child Maltreatment. Los Angeles: 
 Sage. 
 

 Class 4: 10/3/16 
 
 Individual, family, and group interventions 
 
Required reading: 

 
Chapt. 2 from Miller-Perrin & Perrin (2013), Child Maltreatment, “Child neglect” 
Chapts. in Malley-Morrison & Hines text: Chapt. 6 on African-American Cultural 

   Contexts and Chapt. 10 on Hispanic/Latino Child Abuse.  
 Runyan, M. K. & Urquiza, A. J. (2010).  Interventions for parents who engage in  
  coercive parenting practices and their children. In Greenbaum, J and 
  Myers, J.E.B, APSAC Handbook on Child Maltreatment, 3rd Edition. Los  
  Angeles: Sage. 

Duntley-Matos, R., Ortega, R. M., Brass, E., Newberry, C., Shiery, M., & 
Beu, S. (2015). Strengthening trauma-informed systems and child welfare 
services: Cultural humility, transformative complicity, and empowerment 
in interdisciplinary teams. In A. Lopez Pelaez (Ed.), Social Work 
Challenges in the XXI Century: Perspectives from the USA. Thomson 
Reuters Aranzadi. 

 
Suggested reading: 
  Rubin, A. (2012).  Trauma-focused cognitive behavioral therapy for children. In   
  A. Rubin (Ed.). Programs and interventions for maltreated children and  
  Families at risk. 
 
Class 5: 10/10/16 
 
 Emotional abuse of children 
 Intersystem coordination 
 Research on policies and interventions. 
 
Required reading: 

Chapts.  13 in the Ammerman & Hersen text, "The Child Witness of 
 Family Violence"   

            Neugut, T., & Miller, L. E. (2011). A clinical case study of Chris: A young child 
   exposed to IPV. In S. A. Graham-Bermann & A. A. Levendosky (Eds.) 

 How Intimate partner violence affects children: Developmental research, 
 case studies, and evidence-based treatment. American Psychological 
 Association Books. 
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 Daro, D. (2010).  Prevention of child maltreatment. In Greenbaum, J and  Myers, 
            J.E.B, APSAC Handbook on Child Maltreatment, 3rd Edition. Los Angele 
   Sage. 

Phelan,T.W. (2012).  Using1-2-3 magic in child welfare. In  A. Rubin (Ed.). 
Programs and interventions for maltreated children and Families at risk. 

 
Suggested reading: 

McClennen, J.C. (2010). Consequences of child maltreatment and continuum of 
 care.  Chapt. 5 in Social Work and Family Violence, NY: Springer. 

Jaffe, P. G., & Crooks, C. V. (2007). Assessing the best interests of the 
 children. In J. L. Edleson & O. J. Williams (Eds.), Parenting by men who 
batter: New directions for assessment and intervention. New York, NY: 
Oxford University Press. 

  
Class 6: 10/17/16 
 
Unit 4: SIBLING ABUSE 
 
 Sibling physical and emotional abuse 
 
Required reading: 

Chapt. 6 from Miller-Perrin & Perrin (2013), Child Maltreatment, “Child 
 psychological maltreatment” 

Caffaro, J.V. (2014).  Sibling abuse trauma: Assessment and intervention 
strategies for children, families, and adults, 2nd Edition.  Chapters 5, 6, and 
7: “Sibling abuse”, “Assessment of sibling abuse”, “Clinical best practices 
with children and families” 

 Booth, C.L. & Leavitt, S.E. (2012).  The HOMEBUILDERS model of intensive  
Family-preservation services.  In A. Rubin (Ed.). Programs and 
interventions for maltreated children and families at risk. 
 

Suggested reading: 
 Caspi, J. (2012).  Sibling aggression: Assessment and treatment. NY: Springer. 
 Wiehe, V. (1997). Sibling abuse, Chapts: "Understanding Sibling Abuse" and 

"Effects of Sibling Abuse on the Victim" 
 
Unit 5: ELDER ABUSE 
  
Unit 6: WOMAN ABUSE (including dating violence, date rape,  
  marital rape, marital homicide, and lesbian battering) 
 
Class 7: 10/24/16 
 
 Elder abuse: Risk factors, policies and interventions.  
 Risk markers for woman abuse 
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Required reading: 

 
Chapt. 12 in Family violence across the lifespan: An introduction. (2nd 

 Edition)(Barnett et al., 2004),  “Abuse of Elders and the Disabled” 
McClennen, J.C. (2010). Elder abuse assessment and intervention.  Chapt.  

  16 in Social Work and Family Violence, NY: Springer. 
  DeKeserdy, W.S. & Schwartz, M.D. (2011). Theoretical and definitional issues 
  in violence against women.  In C. M. Renzetti, J.L. Edleson, & Bergen, R.  
  K., Sourcebook on violence against women, 2nd Edition.  Los Angeles:  
  Sage. 
 Basile & Black (2011) Intimate violence against women In C. M. Renzetti, J.L.  
  Edleson, & Bergen, R. K., Sourcebook on violence against women, 2nd  
  Edition.  Los Angeles: Sage. 
Suggested reading: 

McClennen, J.C. (2010). Identifying and investigating elder abuse.  Chapt.  
  15 in Social Work and Family Violence, NY: Springer. 
 National Center on Elder Abuse, American Public Human Services 

 Association (1998).  The national elder abuse incidence study: 
Final report.  www.aoa.dhhs.gov/abuse/report/default.htm 

 
Class 8: 10/31/16 
 
 Traumatic effects of woman abuse and assessing violence   
 
Required reading: 
 Heer, C. et al., (1998).  Developing services for lesbians in abusive relationships.  
  In A. Roberts (Ed.),  Battered women and their families, 2nd Ed.  New  
  York: Springer. 
 Valentine, P., Roberts, A., & Burgess, A. (1998).  The stress-crisis continuum.  In  
  A. Roberts (Ed.)  Battered women and their families.  New York: 
Springer. 
 Hamby, S and Cook, S.L. (2011). Assessing violence against women in practice 

settings.  In C. M. Renzetti, J.L. Edleson, & Bergen, R. K., Sourcebook on 
violence against women, 2nd Edition.  Los Angeles: Sage. 

Chapt. 2 in Sourcebook on violence against women: Research methods, measures 
 & ethics 

 
Suggested reading: 
 Dutton, M.A. (1992). Making Choices, Chapt. 8 & Posttraumatic Therapy, 
  Chapt. 9. In Dutton, Empowering and healing the 
  battered women. New York: Springer. 

Goodman, L.A. & Epstein, D. (2008). Chapt 3. The mental health system 
response. In Listening to battered women. Washinton, D.C.: American 
Psychological Association. 
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 Ristock, J. (2009).  Understanding violence in lesbian relationships. In E. Stark & 
E.S Buzawa, Violence against women in families and relationships, Vol 
1. Praeger. 

 Elliott, P. (1996). Shattering illusions: Same-sex domestic violence. Journal of 
  Gay and Lesbian Social Services, 4(1), 1-8. 
 Merrill, G. S. (1996). Ruling the exceptions: Same-sex battering and domestic 
  violence  theory. Journal of Gay and Lesbian Social Services, 4(1), 9-21.  
 
Class 9: 11/7/16 
 
 Criminal justice response to woman abuse 
 Domestic homicide 
 
Required reading:  

Miller, Siovanni and Kelley (2011). Violence against women and the criminal 
justice response. In Renzetti, Edleson and Bergen (Eds.), Sourcebook on 
violence against women. 

 Goodmark, L. (2011).  State, national, and international legal initiatives to address 
    violence against women.  In C. M. Renzetti, J.L. Edleson, & 
Bergen, R.    K., Sourcebook on violence against women, 2nd Edition.  
Los Angeles:    Sage. 
 Chapt. 18 in the Ammerman & Hersen text, "Intimate Partner 
  Homicide" 
 Chapt. 9 in Sourcebook on violence against women: Economic issues and 
intimate    partner violence. 
Suggested reading: 
  Garner, J. H., & Maxwell, C. D. (2000). What are the lessons of the police 
    arrest studies?. Journal of Aggression, Maltreatment & 
Trauma,     4(1), 83-114. 
 
Class 10: 11/14/16 
 
 Interventions with abusers  
 Understanding woman abuse in marginalized groups 
 
Required reading: 
 

Saunders, D. G. (in press). Group interventions for partner abuse. In Garvin, C.,  
  Gutierrez, L, & Galinsky, M. (Ed.), Handbook of Social Work with  
  Groups (2nd ed.). Guilford Press. 

Bent-Goodley, T. B. et al. (2010).  Our survival, our strengths: Understanding the 
experiences of African American women in abusive relationships. In L. 
Lockhart & F. S. Danis, Eds., Domestic violence: Intersectionality and 
culturally competent practice. NY: Columbia University Press.  

Chapt. 15 Malley-Morrison & Hines text: Prevention and Intervention in Adult 
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 Maltreatment 
 Chapt. 8 in Sourcebook on violence against women: Cultural issues in violence  
  against women. 
 Chapt. 18 in Sourcebook on violence against women: Intervening with men for 
  violence prevention. 
 
Suggested reading: 

White, E.C. (1994).  Chapts, 1 & 2 in Chain, Chain, Change: 
  For black women dealing with physical and emotional  
  abuse. (expanded version) 
 West, C.M. (2005).  Domestic violence in ethnically and racially diverse   
  families: The “political gag order” has been lifted. In N.J. Sokoloff   
  (Ed.), Domestic violence at the margins. New Brunswick, N.J.:   
  Rutgers University Press. 
 
Class 11: 11/21/16 
 
 Psychological abuse of women 
 Husband abuse: What is the extent of the problem? 
 
Required reading: 
  
 Tolman, R., Rosen, D. & Wood, C. (1999). Psychological maltreatment of 

women.  In R.T. Ammerman & M. Hersen (Eds.), Assessment of family 
violence: A clinical and legal sourcebook, 2nd Edition. New York: John 
Wiley & Sons. 

Larance, L. (2006).  Serving women who use force in their intimate heterosexual 
relationships, Violence Against Women, 12  

 Saunders, D. G. (2002). Are physical assaults by wives and girlfriends a major 
Social problem? A review of the literature. Violence Against Women, 

 8,1424-1448 
 McClennen, J.C. (2010). Assessment and intervention with victims of intimate 
  partner violence.  Chapt. 10 in Social Work and Family Violence, NY:  
  Springer. 
 
Class 12: 11/28/16 
 
 Marital and date rape 
 
Required reading: 
 Chapt. 17 in the Ammerman & Hersen text, "Marital Rape" 
 Bennice, J. A., & Resick, P. A. (2003). Marital rape: History, research, and 
   practice. Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 4(3), 228-246 

Ball, B. & Rosenbluth, B. (2010). Where teens live: Taking an ecological 
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Approach to dating violence prevention. In L. Lockhart & F.S. Danis, 
Eds., Domestic violence: Intersectionality and culturally competent 
practice. NY: Columbia University Press.  

Chapt. 17 in Sourcebook on violence against women: School-based dating 
 violence prevention: From single events to evaluated, integrated 
 programming. 

Suggested reading: 
 
 Mahoney, P. & Williams, L.M. (1998).  Sexual assault in marriage: Prevalence, 
  Consequences, and treatment of wife rape. In Jasinski, J.L. & 

Williams, L.M. (1998).  Partner violence: A comprehensive review of 20 
 years of research.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

  
Class 13: 12/5/16 
 
 Counseling survivors & primary prevention 
 
 McClennen, J.C. (2010). Assessment and intervention with victims of intimate 
  partner violence.  Chapt. 10 in Social Work and Family Violence, NY:  
  Springer. 
 Chapt. 15 in Sourcebook on violence against women: Health care for survivors of 
  partner and sexual violence. 

Chapt. 11 in Sourcebook on violence against women: Primary prevention. 
McClennen, J.C. (2010.  Prevention of family violence.   Chapt.  

  17 in Social Work and Family Violence, NY: Springer. 
 
Unit 6: INTEGRATION: COMMON FEATURES OF AND RESPONSES TO 
VARIOUS  TYPES OF FAMILY VIOLENCE  
 
 
Class 14: 12/12/16 
 Common risk and trauma factors across all forms of family violence 
 Common interventions and methods of integration 
 
Required reading: 

Thelan, R. (2000). Advocacy in a Coordinated Community Response: Overview 
 and Highlights of Three Programs. Violence Against Women Online 

Resources, http://www. vaw. … - mincava.umn.edu 
 Allen, N.E., Larsen, S.E., & Walden, A.L. (2011).  An overview of community- 
  based services for battered women. In C. M. Renzetti, J.L. Edleson, &  
  Bergen, R. K., Sourcebook on violence against women, 2nd Edition.  Los  
  Angeles: Sage. 

O’Leary K.D. and Wooden, E. M. (2006).  Bring the agendas together: Partner 
abuse and child abuse. In J. Lutzker (Ed.), Preventing violence. 
Washington: APA. 

Chapt. 16 in Sourcebook on violence against women: Faith-based programs and 
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 Interventions. 
Suggested reading: 

Goodman, L.A. & Epstein, D. (2008). Chapt 5., A critical analysis of system 
responses: The importance of voice, community, and economic 
empowerment. In Listening to battered women. Washinton, D.C.: 
American Psychological Association. 

 Edleson, J. L. (2001). Studying the co-occurrence of child maltreatment and 
domestic violence in families. In S. A. Graham-Bermann & J. L. Edleson 
(Eds.), Domestic violence in the lives of children: The future of research, 
intervention, and social policy. Washington, DC: American Psychological 
Association. 
 

ASSIGNMENTS for SW702 – F-2016 
Family Violence Prevention & Intervention 

 

Your Social Work Values and Violence Prevention: Reflection Paper 
 

(Due 9/20/16); Approximately 2 pages single spaced) (Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory. 
Satisfactory = A) 

 Describe briefly your answers to these questions: 
 1) What actual or potential links do you see between the objectives and content of this 
class and your core personal values? 
2) What actual or potential links do you see between the objectives and content of this 
class and your core professional values?  
3) What are some specific ways you have applied the above values, if you have, in trying 
to prevent or stop some form of family/intimate violence?  
4) How might apply the above values in specific ways in the future to intervene or 
prevent family/intimate violence? 
 

LITERATURE SEARCH AND REFLECTION  
(Due 9/27/16, Graded, 5% of grade) 

 
 Using a computerized data base, such as Google Scholar, Psycinfo or Medline, 
find an article reporting a scientific study of family violence published in the last five 
years.  Use 3-4 “key words”, not “subject” words.  Attach a copy of the citation and 
abstract of the article [NOT the article itself] to your paper.  Submit the abstract and your 
reflection on Canvass [or hand in hard copy if you can’t upload].  It must be an original 
study that collected and analyzed data, and NOT a review of studies, a conceptual article, 
or a description of an intervention.  Read the article carefully and answer the following 
questions.  Please type single spaced.  Due 9/26/16. 
 
1) What topic were you trying to explore? 
2) What key words did you use? 
3) Do you have any concerns or questions about the methods used in the study? (for 

example, possible bias in sample selection, or measures, or questionable ethics) 
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4) What were the major findings of the study? 
5) How might you apply the findings of the study to micro social work practice? 
6) How might you apply the findings of the study to macro social work practice? 
7)  Any other reactions? 

  
READING REACTIONS AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Exercise (Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory; Satisfactory = A) 
 

1)  Write a brief reaction to one of the required readings and post it for the class 
on Canvass the Friday prior to the class session in which we will discuss the reading. 
 

2) In your summary please include: 
a) The are main lessons you learned from the reading. 
b) Specific ways you might apply these lessons in the future to your micro and/or macro 
practice 
c) Do you have any personal reactions to the reading, and if so, what are they? 
d) Write several questions to help facilitate class discussion.    
 
 

Report Proposal (ungraded) 
Due 10-11-16 

In one page or less single spaced write these ingredients of the major report due later in 
the term: 
1)  Tentative title of your report 
2)  The questions you hope to answer 
3) The potential impact of your report on the field 
4) The key words you used in your literature search 
 

 
REPORT DESCRIPTION AND DUE DATES 
SW702 Family Violence Prevention and Intervention 

 
1)  Introduction:  Provide a very brief description of your topic area, questions 

you hope to address in your report, and the potential impact of your report on the field.  
(5% of grade) (1-2 pages; due 11/22/16).  The Introduction will be based on a proposal 
submitted on earlier on which you will receive feedback from the instructor.   You will 
integrate relevant sections of your proposal into the Introduction. The proposal will not be 
graded.  
 

2)  Background:  Write a brief review of the nature and scope of the problem, the 
risk factors for it, and trauma effects from the abuse.  Discuss the possible influence of 
race, ethnicity, gender, and sexual orientation and other background factors that might 
increase vulnerability for being abused or for experiencing more severe effects. (15% of 
grade) (2-4 pages; due on 11/22/16; 20% of grade) 
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 3)  Analysis of Field of Service:  Choose one or more traditional fields of service 
and analyze how it has helped and/or hindered the cessation of family violence. Fields of 
service could be health, mental health, criminal justice, schools, child welfare, or another 
one. Focus in particular on the possible roles of sexism, classism, heterosexism, ableism 
and racism in blocking awareness of the problem. 
 Alternative: Analysis of Sociocultural Response (including public  
attitudes, social policies, social and institutional structures).  Analyze how one or more 
sociocultural factors or sociocultural responses have helped and/or hindered the cessation 
of family violence.  Focus in particular on the possible roles of sexism, classism,  
heterosexism, ableism, and racism in blocking awareness of the problem.  
(25% of grade) (4-5 pages; due on 11/29/16)  
 
 4)  Analysis of Prevention and Intervention Efforts [Service Delivery System] 
in the Family Violence Field: Analyze multiple dimensions of a system [agency, 
program, organization, movement] specifically created to prevent or intervene to stop 
family violence or to alleviate its impact.  A system could be a child protection team in a 
hospital, a shelter for battered women, or an agency that works with high risk groups.  
Describe at least one service delivery system on multiple dimensions, e.g., mission, 
norms, public policy, practice methods, organizational structure, and race, gender and 
other demographics of the staff.  You may emphasize micro practice methods (e.g., 
counseling), or macro practice methods (e.g., policy development, administration, 
community organizing), or both.  Conduct a brief interview with a worker at the agency to 
learn about the above dimensions and services.  Available written and web material from 
the agency should also be used to learn about the services.   
 Alternative: Develop a Prevention and Intervention Plan. Work with an  
existing program or on your own to design an innovative program to prevent family 
violence from occurring, to stop it from occurring again, or alleviating its impact. A 
program may be a new program you design, may be within an existing agency or 
organization, or may be a separate agency or organization. You may emphasize micro 
practice methods (e.g., counseling), or macro practice methods (e.g., policy  
development, community organizing, public media campaigns). Base your program on 
the review of scientific information you describe in the Background section. (30% of 
grade)(5-6 pages; due on 12/6/16) 
 
 5)  Recommendations for Change: From your findings, what recommendations 
do you have for change on a socio-cultural, community, and agency level? (10% of grade) 
(2-3 pages; due on 12/9/16) 
 
 6)  Summary.  Write a one page single spaced summary that will be used to share 
your findings with the class.  Include the above headings used in the paper for the 
headings in the summary, with an emphasis on a service delivery system and 
recommendations. [un-graded](Pass/Fail. Due on 12/9/16). 
 
 Study groups will be formed around particular topics in order for information to 
be investigated and shared more productively.  Each student will write a separate report 
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on a sub-topic of the study group, as outlined about.  Please consult the Student Guide to 
make sure you are not committing plagiarism in your written reports.   
 
 
   Revised 9-6-16 
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