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SW 716 Section 001: International Community Organization 
Thursdays Jan 8-April 16, 2015           Larry M. Gant, PhD, LMSW  
6:00pm-9:00pm                                            Office: 3780 SSW 
RM 3752 SSW             Phone: 734-763-5990 
                             Email: Lmgant@umich.edu 

SW 716  International Community Organization 
Course Description 

This course provides intensive didactic and experiential learning for students interested 
in comparative community work across countries of concern or interest.  The course 
examines core concepts of community practice, major models of comparative policy 
work, and practical steps for community-based work.  It is designed to provide 
knowledge and skills to build upon and prepare for more advanced courses in 
comparative urban policy, community-based work with youth, and non-governmental 
social justice community organization.  
 
 This course exposes students to the ways in which organizations and agents 
(organizations, municipal governance, grass roots and community residents) in various 
countries throughout the world organizing community residents to engage in social and 
political action on their own behalf or on behalf of others.  Students will analyze the 
ways in which countries use different approaches to mobilizing people for collective 
action, challenging oppressive structures and processes, building organizational 
capacity, implementing action plans, and generating power in the community. The 
course includes analysis of the impact of international flows of labor, education, people 
and related commodities on creation and disruption of power structures; the formulation 
of action strategies; the use of tactics involving persuasion, consensus, and conflict; the 
organization, implementation and evaluation of community campaigns; the use of 
political and media advocacy; and the relationship of social and political action to 
contemporary issues which affect oppressed and disadvantaged communities in these 
countries.  Case examples will be drawn between the U.S. and other nations.  Special 
emphasis will be placed on organizing communities of color, women, refugees, 
LGBTQ populations, and other under-represented groups in global society.  

This course focuses selectively on the challenges and opportunities agents and actors 
within communities in countries face in improving the lives of their citizens and the 
roles social workers currently or possibly can play in solving or successfully addressing 
them. We will also address the ways in which community practice may be used either 
intentionally or unintentionally as agents of social control.  

Course Content 
Consistent with the August 2014 global definition of social work generated by the two 
international bodies representing social work  - the International Federation of Social 
Workers and the International Association of Schools of Social Work – this class 
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defines "Social work [a]s a practice-based profession and an academic discipline that 
promotes social change and development, social cohesion, and the empowerment and 
liberation of people. Principles of social justice, human rights, collective responsibility 
and respect for diversities are central to social work. Underpinned by theories of social 
work, social sciences, humanities and indigenous knowledges, social work engages 
people and structures to address life challenges and enhance wellbeing." 
 

Consistent with the Global Agenda on Social Work and Social Development (2012), 
the content of the course reflects the recognition that the past and present political, 
economic, cultural and social orders, shaped in specific contexts, have unequal 
consequences for global, national and local communities and have negative impacts on 
people. The course explores the ways in which  (a) many human rights are available to 
a minority of the world’s population, (b) unjust and poorly regulated economic systems, 
unaccountable market forces, non-compliance with international labor standards and a 
lack of corporate social responsibility, lead to damaged health and wellbeing of peoples 
and communities, causing poverty and growing inequality, (c) cultural diversity and the 
right to self-expression facilitate a more satisfactory intellectual, emotional, moral and 
spiritual existence is endangered by aspects of globalization which standardize and 
marginalize peoples;  and (d) people’s health and wellbeing suffer as a result of 
inequalities and unsustainable environments related to climate change, pollutants, war, 
natural disasters and violence to which there are inadequate international responses1. 

Social and political action encompasses various means to create change at the 
community and societal level. This course takes the perspective that such organizing 
can win improvements in people’s lives, make people aware of their own power, alter 
the relations of power in the community, and create a more socially just society.    

Between and within identified countries of interest, the history of organizing for social 
and political action – inside and outside the social work field – and its underlying 
theoretical assumptions about power, conflict, and change will be covered.  Between 
and within identified countries of interest, students will examine the sociopolitical and 
political-economic arenas in which organizing operates; the roles and responsibilities of 
practitioners; several major strategies and tactics of organizing; environmental forces 
that facilitate or limit organizing; the ethical and value dilemmas of social action 
organizing; and lessons learned from research on social and political action and change.  
In addition, different schools of thought about organizing and their approaches to the 
formulation of goals, issues, constituencies, targets, and tactics will be compared.  

The course will also analyze comparative nations’ strategies and tactics that employ 
conflict as a vehicle for generating power and creating change.  Students will assess 
theories of conflict and power and ways of analyzing power structures at the 
community and societal level.  Political advocacy will be examined as a means to 
strengthen group and community solidarity and challenge oppressive structures, 

                                                
1 Adapted from Global Agenda on Social Work and Social Development,(www.globalsocialagenda.org). 
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systems, and institutions.  In contrast to viewing advocacy as a narrow approach to 
representing group interests in legislatures and established institutions, this course 
will consider advocacy as an empowering process by which traditionally excluded 
groups advocate for themselves in ways which build organizations and develop 
communities.  Examples will be selected that may represent countries which are 
newly creating or recreating social welfare systems (e.g. Sub-Saharan Africa, 
Eastern Europe, and Southeast Asia), and countries with social welfare systems that 
sharply contrast in philosophy and scope with those found in the United States, such 
as Scandinavia, Canada, Great Britain and other countries within the European 
Union (e.g. Netherlands, France and Germany). 
 

Course Objectives 
Students will be able to: 
1. Understand and analyze the changing context of international and comparative 

social and political action;  
2. Understand the impact of globalization upon country specific relationships of 

contemporary social, economic and political issues to social and political action 
strategies and tactics;  

3. Understand the ways in which countries apply nationally normative ways of 
presenting social and political dynamics as they relate to issues of power, privilege, 
social justice, and resource distribution;  

4. Analyze alternative models, strategies, tactics, and modes of social and political 
action directed towards these goals using comparative methodologies;  

5. Understand the ways in which agents and actors in different countries demonstrate 
skills in community assessment, leadership and organizational development, 
planning and conducting campaigns, and the evaluation of their results;  

6. Understand the ways in which agents and actors in different countries formulate 
strategies and create tactics which engage constituencies in social and political 
action;  

7. Identify and discuss the ways agents and actors in different countries incorporate 
attention to issues related to diversity dimensions such as ability, age, class, color, 
culture, ethnicity, family structure, gender (including gender identity and gender 
expression), marital status, national origin, race, religion or spirituality, sex and 
sexual orientation, as well as community of residence and other dimensions which 
are associated with privilege, discrimination, domination, and oppression;  

8. Identify and analyze the country specific and cross-country major value and ethical 
dilemmas that arise in the course of organizing for social and political action. 

 
 

Course Design 
Responsibilities include small-group and whole-group exercises, readings, discussions, 
and completed assignments.  Students will also complete group presentations on their 
experiences.  The course covers a variety of approaches to community organization; 
cover a wide range of readings and discussion of case studies will be emphasized. The 
course includes extensive use of multimedia materials and guest lecturers expanding the 
range of knowledge and understanding on the ways that structural factors situate and 
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facilitate social and individual decisions, actions and consequences. This course will 
also discuss the aspects of globalization that standardize and marginalize local 
community governance and populations and exacerbate inequalities between countries. 
This course will also increase the use of scholarship and social action practice by 
foreign scholars and practitioners visiting from Africa, Asia, Latin America, and 
Europe to participate in presenting and discussing their community practice 
experiences. 
 
	  
Relationship of the Course to Curricular Themes  
• Multiculturalism and Diversity:  The course will focus on the nation specific and 

cross-national issues involved in working for social and political change in 
multicultural societies and in engaging in social and political action in and with 
multicultural communities.  It will also address the problems and potential of 
engaging in successful social and political action with diverse populations 
inclusive of diversity dimensions previously listed.  Case examples of social and 
political action within multicultural communities in identified nations under 
comparison will be used to illustrate strategic and tactical issues.  

• Social Justice and Social Change: An underlying assumption of the course is that 
the goals of social and political action are to promote social justice and produce 
positive social change.  The course will explore the different meanings of social 
justice and social change across countries and their implications for the 
development of strategies and tactics of social and political action.  Historical and 
contemporary illustrations will be used to analyze these concepts.  

• Promotion, Prevention, Treatment, and Rehabilitation: Although the course will 
focus on change at the macro level of intervention, it assumes that the creation of 
socially just and responsive policies and organizations through social and political 
action is a pre-condition for the development of effective programs that emphasize 
prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation.  In fact, the underlying principles of social 
and political action complement rather than contradict the objectives of promotion, 
prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation in social service programs.  

• Behavioral and Social Science Research:  The course includes the analysis of 
contemporary and historical research on the application of local (nation-specific) 
and cross national theoretical models of social action and social change.  Case 
examples of social and political action efforts will be evaluated in terms of the 
validity of their theoretical premises and their effectiveness in achieving stated ends.  
Issues for further research will also be identified.  

 
 

Relationship to Social Work Ethics and Values 
This course will challenge students' assumptions in social work ethics and values in 
critical ways. This course will involve examination of the ethical principles involved in 
efforts to accelerate globalization of culture, business and economic models and the 
costs involved for marginalized groups. Moreover, the moral dilemma involved in the 
wide disparities in income and resource allocation among nations will be explored. 
Students will also be introduced to the new global definition of social work generated 
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in August 2014 by the International Federation of Social Workers and the International 
Association of Schools of Social Work, the Declaration of Human Rights,  UN 
Millennium Goals and the Indices of Human Freedom and Human Development. 
 

 
For Students in the Global Course Connections Program.  For nearly all 
undergraduates and many graduates taking this course, SW 716 is taken in conjunction 
with SW 528 (Special Studies in International Community Organization).  
For the GCC students, SW 716 has a required international component in May 2015 
(travel to Amsterdam and Berlin: May 6-May 23).  For Winter Term 2015, all students 
must register for: 

• SW 716 for 3 credits;  
• SW 528 for 2 credits. 

During the winter term, students will receive a “Y” grade for SW 528; a letter grade 
will be provided for students upon their completion of activities during the last week of 
May 2015.  
 
In addition, we are working to schedule 1-2 real time meetings with our partners 
in Amsterdam and Germany to more fully develop the community projects and 
activities in May 2015.  The EU is 6 hours ahead of the US (EST), e.g. a meeting at 
UM-AA at 9am is held at 3pm in Amsterdam/Berlin.   This means our meeting 
time of 6:00-9:00pm here would require our EU colleagues to meet 12:00am-3am 
their time! We will work to set up a meeting time that is more reasonable – say 
9am our time.   We will also want to use something like Hangouts, Skype, Meeting 
to go.  We also may want to meet as a class and use one of our electronic 
classrooms to connect with our EU colleagues.  As we develop these dates and 
times, we will work together so everyone is informed!! 
 

 
(Supporting Statement for Social Science Distribution and CASC Elective Clusters) 
This course meets the requirements for LS&A social science distribution in the 
following ways. The course material covers theories and practices of  international and 
comparative community work through an multidisciplinary examination of examples in 
research and practice. The course focuses on individuals (particularly youth), groups 
and institutions and their patterns of interaction. The course examines evidence 
informed studies that test social action methods such as strategy charts and spiral 
models of community engagement. Students are engaged in a critical assessment of 
community work, policy advocacy, art for social change and other complementary 
social change methods that compares and contrasts their application in the identified 
communities. Students will engage in multiple opportunities for service learning and 
service work to apply knowledge and skills to one or more of three cities in the course. 
 
This course also meets requirements for CASE Elective Clusters: 
  Context Cluster: The course provides students with a range of contexts 
theories and multidisciplinary perspectives to support their understanding of various 
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community action and social change efforts, with a focus on the variety of youth 
generated art based community development and community change initiatives. 
  Diversity Learning Cluster: The course reflects diversity opportunities in 
multiple contexts, e.g. religion, migration, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender, and 
age.  The three countries also have distinct approaches to engagement with 
communities of color, and these communities experience different routes of interaction 
across the countries of the United States, Netherlands, and Germany.    
  Action Service Learning Cluster: The course provides multiple 
opportunities to engage in service learning opportunities to promote community action 
and social change initiatives. 
 
 

COURSE DESIGN 
 

Responsibilities include small-group and whole-group exercises, readings, discussions, 
and completed assignments for Winter 2015.  Students will also complete group 
presentations on their experiences during Spring 2015.  We will encourage students to 
follow up presentations in Fall 2015, although this is not a requirement for the course.   

 
Significance for Social Work: 
The focus of this course is to understand and deploy roles of community work in three 
advanced Western democracies. GCC participants will learn about European (Dutch 
and German) life, society, arts and culture through live performances, interactions with 
residents and youth, involvement in service learning and historical field trips. GCC 
participants will use Friereian pedagogy, praxis models of theory and action, and 
cultural humility approaches in developing and deploying programs for youth.   These 
programs will be informed and deployed through a partnership with two European 
youth work organizations, Aufwind and Gangway, ev.  As needed, we will deploy 
comparable activities with programs in Detroit (using the SSW/COLC Boulevard 
House).  These experiences will inform University of Michigan students comparative 
social and political history, economic and social issues while allowing them to use 
applied learning to help and assist in projects focused on youth at risk for exploitation 
and harm in these democracies.  At the same time, our project will benefit European 
(Dutch and German) community workers interested in strengthening ties and 
relationships with trans-Atlantic and international youth work and organizing 
communities. 
 
Approximately 18 undergraduate  and graduate University of Michigan students will be 
directly involved in this project with Larry M. Gant,  GCC fellows Christiane Edwards 
and core consultants Elly Jarvis, (dual US/German citizen and recent (2013) graduate of 
UM’s BFA program), Olad Aden (dual US/German citizen with Gangway, e.v), 
Charles Graf (German citizen and social worker with Aufwind, ev.)  and (Jorik Breur 
Dutch Citizen and program director HotmamaHot).   
 
During our time in May 2015, GCC participants will interact with approximately 100 
European (Dutch and German) youth, community residents, and several European 
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(Dutch and German) outreach and youth workers. This project extends the work and 
good will established between the instructor, youth contacts and youth activists in 
Amsterdam and Berlin.   
 
While some European (Dutch and German) students know English, nearly all of them 
learned English from a non-native English instructor.  There will be some gaps in 
English communication.  Many youth at risk in both countries speak little to no 
English. We will have Dutch interpreters as needed for Amsterdam, and we will have at 
least two native German speakers working with students at all times during our time in 
Germany.  Our experience in Europe suggests English only students will engage quite 
well with populations in Amsterdam.  For our time in Germany, students are asked to 
learn some simple basic survival and conversational German prior to the trip.  There are 
several options – informal and formal.  Many options are inexpensive or free.  We will 
also provide a basic crash course in German 101 during the Winter 2015 term. 
 
  

 
REQUIRED TEXTS FOR SW 716 & SW 528 

There	  are	  a	  lot	  of	  required	  texts.	  	  I	  am	  making	  as	  many	  as	  I	  can	  possible	  on	  library	  
reserve.	  	  As	  of	  Jan	  8,	  2015,	  the	  following	  core	  texts	  are	  available	  on	  reserve:	  
	  
Kennett, P. (2014). A Handbook of Comparative Social Policy, Second Edition (2nd Revised edition.). 

Edward Elgar Pub.  

Kersbergen, K. van, & Vis, B. (2013). Comparative Welfare State Politics: Development, Opportunities, 

and Reform. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.   

Pierson, C., Castles, F. G., & Naumann, I. K. (Eds.). (2013). The Welfare State Reader (3rd Edition 

edition.). Polity.  

Alexander, M. (2012). The new Jim Crow: mass incarceration in the age of colorblindness. New York, 

N.Y.; Jackson, Tenn.: New Press  ; Distributed by Perseus Distribution. 

 
As	  of	  Jan	  8,	  2015,	  the	  following	  core	  texts	  are	  available	  in	  Reserve	  Books	  
Collection,	  Hatcher	  Grad	  Library:	  
 
Fitzpatrick, T., Kwon, H., Manning, N., Midgley, J., & Pascall, G. (Eds.). (2010). International 

Encyclopedia of Social Policy (1 edition.). London; New York: Routledge.   

 
This will be just fine.  We will begin the course with the most challenging aspect of the 
course – the theoretical framing and grounding of comparative social policy from a 
social welfare states perspective.  This perspective is extremely well known in 
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European social science, and quite a bit less well known in the United States.  But the 
work is very powerful.   

 
I am working hard on insuring these texts (below) are on reserve by beginning of 
February 2015:  

 
Berlin: Historical/Current Contexts (read any two) 

Ladd, B. (1998). The Ghosts of Berlin: Confronting German History in the Urban Landscape. Chicago, 

Ill.: University Of Chicago Press. 

MacLean, R. (2014). Berlin: Portrait of a City Through the Centuries (First Edition edition.). New York, 

N.Y: St. Martin’s Press. 

Richie, A. (1998). Faust’s Metropolis: A History of Berlin (1st Carroll & Graf ed edition.). New York: 

Carroll & Graf Pub. 

Schneider, P. (2014). Berlin Now: The City After the Wall. (S. Schlondorff, Trans.) (First Edition Thus 

edition.). New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 

Amsterdam: Historical/Current Contexts (read any two; read Shorto with grain of salt) 

 Mak, G. (2010). Amsterdam: A brief life of the city (New Ed edition.). Vintage Digital. 

 Buruma, I. (2007). Murder in Amsterdam: Liberal Europe, Islam, and the Limits of Tolerence (Reprint 

 edition.). New York: Penguin Books. 

 Shorto, R. (2013). Amsterdam: A History of the World’s Most Liberal City (First Edition edition.). New 

 York: Doubleday. 

Comparative Policy 

Fitzpatrick, T., Kwon, H., Manning, N., Midgley, J., & Pascall, G. (Eds.). (2010). International 

Encyclopedia of Social Policy (1 edition.). London; New York: Routledge.  (about $85). 

Kennett, P. (2014). A Handbook of Comparative Social Policy, Second Edition (2nd Revised edition.). 

Edward Elgar Pub. (about $50). 

Kersbergen, K. van, & Vis, B. (2013). Comparative Welfare State Politics: Development, Opportunities, 

and Reform. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  (about $25). 

Pierson, C., Castles, F. G., & Naumann, I. K. (Eds.). (2013). The Welfare State Reader (3rd Edition 

edition.). Polity. (about $25). 
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Emmenegger, P., Palier, B., & Seeleib-Kaiser, M. (2012). The Age of Dualization: The Changing Face of 
 Inequality in Deindustrializing Societies. Oxford University Press.   

 
 Freire, P. (2000). Pedagogy of the oppressed. Continuum International Publishing Group.  
 

Immigration Challenges 

 Caldwell, C. (2010). Reflections on the Revolution In Europe: Immigration, Islam and the West. New 

 York: Anchor.  (about $12). 

 Leiken, R. (2011). Europe’s Angry Muslims: The Revolt of The Second Generation. Oxford England  ; 

 New York, NY: Oxford University Press. (about $14). 

Juvenile Justice Issues 

Alexander, M. (2012). The new Jim Crow: mass incarceration in the age of colorblindness. New York, 

N.Y.; Jackson, Tenn.: New Press  ; Distributed by Perseus Distribution. 

Human Trafficking/Prostitution 

 Heberer, E.-M. (2013). Prostitution: An Economic Perspective on its Past, Present, and Future (2014 

 edition.). Wiesbaden: Springer VS. (about $50). 

 Levy, J. (2014). Criminalising the Purchase of Sex: Lessons from Sweden (1st edition.). Abingdon, 

 Oxon  ; New York, NY: Routledge. (about $90). 

Art Based Community Development/Repurposing Abandoned Places and Spaces; Transforming 
Urban Public Spaces, Urban Hacking 
Wherry, F. F., & Rocco, T. (2011). The Philadelphia Barrio: The Arts, Branding, and Neighborhood 
 Transformation. University of Chicago Press.   
 
The following books are very inexpensive and can be ordered online – they are all essential to the visit.  
They are also very thin, quick and enjoyable reads. They may be available from ebrary as well. 
Wanning, E. (2008). Culture shock! USA:  a survival guide to customs and etiquette. Tarrytown, NY: 
Marshall Cavendish Editions. 
 
Janin, H., & Eil, R. V. (2013). CultureShock! The Netherlands. Marshall Cavendish Editions. 

Lord, R. A. (2008). Culture shock! Germany.   Tarrytown, NY: Marshall Cavendish Editions. 

Articles of Critical Interest 

Articles – Human Trafficking/Prostitution: 

Aalbers, M. B., & Sabat, M. (2012). Re-making a Landscape of Prostitution: the Amsterdam Red Light 

District. City: Analysis of Urban Trends, Culture, Theory, Policy, Action, 16(1-2), 112–128. 
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Crowhurst, I., Outshoorn, J., & Skilbrei, M.-L. (2012). Introduction: prostitution policies in Europe. Sexuality 

Research and Social Policy, 1–5. 

Danna, D. (2012). Client-only criminalization in the city of Stockholm: A local research on the application of 

the “Swedish Model” of prostitution policy. Sexuality Research and Social Policy, 9(1), 80–93. 

Estrada, F., Pettersson, T., & Shannon, D. (2012). Crime and criminology in Sweden. European Journal of 

Criminology, 9(6), 668–688. 

Hubbard, P., & Prior, J. (2013). Out of sight, out of mind? Prostitution policy and the health, well-being and 

safety of home-based sex workers. Critical Social Policy, 33(1), 140–159. 

Jakobsson, N., & Kotsadam, A. (2013). The law and economics of international sex slavery: prostitution laws 

and trafficking for sexual exploitation. European Journal of Law and Economics, 35(1), 87–107. 

Outshoorn, J. (2012). Policy change in prostitution in the Netherlands: from legalization to strict control. 

Sexuality Research and Social Policy, 9(3), 233–243. 

Scoular, J. (2011). Regulation of Sex Work in Sweden ESRC. Available at SSRN 1868192. Retrieved from 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1868192 

Shaver, F. M. (2011). Sex Work (Prostitution) Policy: A Critical Analysis. Analysis (FM Shaver). Retrieved 

from http://billreimer.net/fmshaver/research/documents/NotesPages-SexWorkPolicy-BSC-July2011.pdf 

 

Articles – Art Based Community Development/Repurposing Abandoned Places and Spaces; 

Transforming Urban Public Spaces, Urban Hacking:  (working on it as of January 8, 2015) 

 

Articles/Resources: – Juvenile Delinquency and immigrant/minority youth: 

German-Turkish (Islamic) History: Guestworkers,  Multigenerational, Historical: 

http://www.turkishweekly.net/article/146/turks-in-germany.html 

http://en.qantara.de/content/import-export-by-eren-onsoz-five-centuries-of-german-turkish-cross-

cultural-friendship 

http://www.loc.gov/law/help/guestworker/germany.php 

http://www.goethe.de/lhr/prj/daz/mag/mig/en10986481.htm 

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/global-immigration-germany.html 
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http://www.spiegel.de/international/topic/gastarbeiter/ 

http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/german-village-in-south-korea-draws-tourists-by-the-

thousands-a-843438.html 

 

CONCEPTUAL COURSE FRAME: SOCIAL JUSTICE PERSPECTIVE: Context, 
History, Meaning, Power and Possibility 

 Month Context 
Demographic 
Factors across all 
areas 

Theme Focus 
Areas 

Skill 
Demonstration 
Activities 

Context, 
History 

January Welfare 
Régimes; 
Comparative 
Policy 
Presentations;   

Reviewing the 
work of 2014; 
Reflection 
Journals 

History, 
Meaning 

February Juvenile 
Justice/Human 
Trafficking 

Exam 1 
Reflection 
Journals 

Meaning, 
Power 

March Human 
Trafficking/Art 
Based Space 
Change 

Exam 2 
Reflection 
Journals 

Power, 
Possibility 

April  

Migration 
Demographics; 
Construction of 
Citizenship; 
Race, 
Religion/Faith; 
Racializing of 
Faith; 
Generations/Age 
Groups, Class, 
Gender, 
Genderized 
SocioBioConstructs 
(LGBTQ) 

 Exam 3; 
Reflection 
Journal 
Poster 
Presentations 

     
 

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS, DELIVERABLES, AND WEIGHTS:  

Revised Jan. 22, 2015 

Type Due Dates Scoring Weight 
Attendance: Easy in 
beginning, Harder in 
March/April 

Weekly 5pts/class session 20% 

Exams February 12th 
March 12th  
April 2nd  

15 points/exam (45 
points total) 

30% 

Reflection Journals Weekly 5pts/class session [Zero 
points total if any 
weeks are missing!] 

20% 

Poster Presentations Preliminary and Final Final Draft/Presentation 30% 
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Draft along with 
Presentation 

Scored via Rubric -30 
points maximum 

 

 

 

TENTATIVE TEAM MEETING SCHEDULE AND READINGS: SW 716 – to be 
further developed… 

(We will continue readings in depth and with focus and emphasis in May 2015) 
 

DATE TOPIC READINGS (IESP 2010) ACTIVITIES/TASKS 
Jan 8th Overview of Project & Team 

Meeting Requirements 
 

None Group Activities, Knowledge 
Seeking, Overview of Course, 
Skype contact with C. Edwards 
around 6:30pm; VISA and 
Passport Check 

Jan 15th   Division of Group labor and 
activities 
Field Site Expectations and 
Assignments 
Welfare for what: (Social) 
problems addressed by 
policies/programmes 
 
In this lecture we look at how 
different policies addressing 
similar social problems differ in 
their definition (of the problem) 
and in the understanding of the 
root causes of the problems. 
Most of the examples will be 
taken from the literature on 
human trafficking, youth 
justice, and art based 
community development.  

Main reading: Articles from 
International Encyclopedia of 
Social Policy (IESP): Welfare 
(pp 1513–1518), Social welfare 
(pp 1306–1308), Welfare state 
(pp 1543–1548), Social policy 
(pp 1280–1285)  
 
 
Netherlands 907-912 
Germany 536-541 
USA 1464-1469 
 
 

Introduction of Context 
Assessments 
 
Books & Movies:  
Contemporary history of US, 
Germany, Netherlands 
(handouts) 

Jan 22nd   This lecture is divided into two 
parts. In the first (“welfare for 
whom”) we discuss different 
approaches to the coverage of 
welfare schemes and of services 
and how these are related to 
values. In the second part 
(“welfare on what terms”) we 
move on to the various ways to 
distribute (target) selective 
welfare. 
 
 
 

Main reading: 
Articles from IESP: Poverty (pp 
1037–1042), Poverty, absolute 
and relative (pp 1042–1047), 
Poverty dynamics (pp 1047–
1049), Capabilities (p 94), 
Social exclusion and inclusion 
(pp 1250–1254), Risk society 
(pp 1158–1159), Social capital 
(pp 1224–1225), Citizenship 
(pp 156–161), [Welfare] 
Dependency (pp 287–288), 
Dependency culture (pp 288–
291) 
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Jan 29th  In the second part (“welfare on 
what terms”) we move on to the 
various ways to distribute 
(target) selective welfare. 
Also on this day we will first 
present the main contributions 
to the large body of literature 
dealing with comparisons of 
different types (or regimes) of 
welfare states. At this session 
we will focus on the different 
typologies that have been 
developed to classify and 
compare different welfare 
states. We will start with the 
first typology developed: 
Richard Titmuss’ distinction 
between the residual, the 
institutional and the industrial 
achievement (or “handmaiden”) 
models of welfare, followed by 
Esping-Andersen’s “welfare 
regieme” model.  
 

Main reading:  
Articles from IESP: Universal 
benefits (pp 1469-1471), 
Altruism (pp 20–22), Solidarity 
(p 1328-1329), 
Rights/entitlement… (pp 1152-
1155; 402-404), 
Meanstesting… (p 843-844), 
Stigma (1361–1363) 
 

Exam: Welfare States 
Frameworks and Paradigms 
 
Social Policy History and 
Context:  United States, 
Netherlands and Germany (Part 
1) 

Feb 5th    After we review esping-
anderson’s model, we will turn 
to discuss different critiques of 
this regime-typology. 
 
 
 

Main reading:  
Articles from IESP: 
Typological approach (pp 
1427–1430), Welfare regimes 
(pp 1533–1538), Richard 
Titmuss (p 1416) 
Esping-Andersen: “Three 
worlds of welfare  
 
The following chapters from  
Kennett (ed) 2013: Chapter 6, 
Walker and Wong: The 
ethnocentric construction of the 
welfare state, Chapter 12, 
Midgley: Social development 
and social welfare, Chapter 11, 
Gough: Social policy regimes in 
the developing world, Chapter 
8, O’Connor: Gender, 
citizenship and welfare state 
regimes 
capitalism” (Chapters 1 and 9) 
 

 

Feb 12th  
  

Explanatory theories of welfare 
(-state) development 
 
These are theories developed to 
explain the development of 
national welfare states. We will 
exemplify the theories with 
comparative studies of the 
similar/unequal developments 

 
Main reading:  

• Articles from IESP: Logic of 
industrialisation (p 797), Power 
resource theory (p 1065-1068), 
Institutionalism (pp 671–673)  

• Esping Andersen (1990), 
chapter 1  

• Pierson, P (2000) Increasing 

Exam - Social Policy History 
and Context:  United States, 
Netherlands and Germany  
 
Juvenile Justice: Comparative 
Overview; United States 
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in different welfare states. 
 

Returns, Path Dependency and 
the Study of Politics. American 
Political Science Review Vol. 
94. No 2. pp 251–267.  
 

Feb 19th From passive to active policies: 
Workfare and activation  
 
This session will be devoted to 
a concrete area of policy 
development. Activation and 
related programmes represent 
an important recent policy 
development. This day, you’ll 
also get some feedback on the 
papers you prepared in groups. 
 
 

 
Main reading:  
• Articles from IESP: 
Active welfare (pp 7-8), 
Workfare (pp 1559–1561) 
 

Juvenile Justice: Netherlands 

Feb 26th Historical overview of 
Amsterdam, Berlin and Detroit 
(pre WWII) 

 Juvenile Justice: Netherlands 

Mar 12th   Historical overview of 
Amsterdam, Berlin and Detroit 
(post WWII-1961) 

 Exam:  Juvenile Justice 
Comparative Policies 
 
Sex work and Human 
Trafficking: Comparative 
Overview (Sweeden legislation) 

 Mar 19th    Historical overview of 
Amsterdam, Berlin and Detroit : 
special focus on Berlin ca 1989 
(Reunification), Creation of EU, 
and Amsterdam 

  Sex work and Human 
Trafficking: Netherlands 

Sunday 
March 
22nd  5-
8pm 

GCC Orientation: Policy, 
Procedures, etc:  Health and 
Safety, Onsite Expectations, 
Dismissal Policy. 

  

Mar 26th     Race and migration issues: 
Detroit, Amsterdam and Berlin;  
Racializing Religion in the EU.  

  
 

Sex work and Human 
Trafficking: Germany: Sex 
work and Human Trafficking: 
United States –  
Guest Presenter: Celia 
Willamson, Human Trafficking 
 

April 2nd    Contemporary history and 
issues of Human Trafficking 
(focus on youth sexual and 
labor trafficking) 

Chinn (2009). After the Nazi 
Racial State: Difference and 
Democracy in Germany and 
Europe, Chs-3-5. (Ctools site, 
ebrary format) 
 

Exam:  Sex Work and Human 
Trafficking Policies, Programs 
and Services. 

April 9th  Challenges in Multicultural 
Communities in Amsterdam, 
Germany and US  (C. 
Edwards) 

The Berlin Wall  - you tube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch
?v=UXfUGkr4bUI 

 

April 16th Brief histories of Art Based 
Community Work in Detroit, 

Alexander, Chs 5 & 6 
Wherry, Chs 1, 7. 

Art, Community Development, 
Gentrification and Resistance: 
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(Final 
Class 
Session)     

Amsterdam and Berlin; 
Creating US, Netherland and 
German social timelines re: 
migration, human trafficking, 
and art based community work 

Germany 

  
TBA!! TOUR OF DETROIT GRAFFITI PROJECTS: 

DETROIT BEUATIFICATION PROJECT, 
GRAND RIVER CREATIVE CORRIDOR, 
LINCON PARK  

Jakob (2012) Street art in berlin. (in class passaround) 
REVOK: Made in Detroit (2012). 
David Clements (2012). Talking Shops:  Detroit 
Commercial Folk Art. 
Websites on ctools  
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ADDENDUM (SSW 528)  
TENTATIVE PROJECT TIMELINE IN EUROPE 

Please note:  Flexibility and improvisation  are extremely important!! While we have a 
detailed itinerary, it’s quite possible that  days of specific events and activities will 
change.   

Table 1: Schedule (Draft) May 3 - May 25 
 

Date Day All Students Activity/Logistics Lectures/Readings and Other Events 

5/3/15 Sun LMG/CE travel to Amsterdam   
5/4/15 Mon Students Depart to Amsterdam   
5/5/15 Tues Students Arrive in Amsterdam Janin & Eil: Culture Shock! Netherlands  

5/6/15 Wed Program Begins: Orientation Lecture 9am Meetings with 
PIC (1pm – 3pm and P&G292 (3:30 – 5pm)  

Welcome Ceremony; Shorto, Chs 1-9 
Breakfast: Euphemia Hotel 

Lunch: Ristorante Pizzeria Il Mare Zeedijk 56-58 
Dinner:  Rogh Deli Vijzelgracht 37 

5/7/15 Thu 

Visit with ACM Amsterdam Coordination Point for Human 
Trafficking – Meeting with Mill Bijnen, staff and clients. 

(Pamper Me Day and Focus Groups) 
11am – 3pm (lunch included) 

 
Follow-up meeting with PIC for human trafficking team 
(both around 3:30-6:30):  Juvenile Justice Presentation 

Hooks, Ch 1-2  
Mapp, Chs 6-7 

Walters: Feminism: A very short introduction – 
Chapter 10: Feminists across the world, and Afterword 

Breakfast: Le Mortier Vijzelgracht 49 
(for Friday- purchase bread/cheese/fruit from Albert 

Cuijp Markt) 
Authentic Dutch Dinner @ Le Mortier Vijzelgracht 49) 

5/8/15 Fri 
Roze Tanker Meeting;  & Visit with Noorder Park Kamer 

(Fashion Street & Muzik Street) – through 4pm; 
Graffiti Tour with Art Team Students 4:30-7pm 

 Mapp, Chs 8-9 
Dicker, Chs 1-3 

Lunch: Café MADS  Zoutkeetspelein 1 
Dinner: De Carrousel – weteringcircuit 1 

5/9/15 Sat 

Community Event at Hotmamahot 
“American Workshop Day” 

Arts & Crafts with Dutch Children – Theme – Mother’s 
Day  

Children make and decorate cards, bake American style 
cupcakes, paint T.Shirts and work on their low riders 

Wherry & Rocco, Chs 1-4;    
Josine Junger-Ras (2004) Youth Justice in the 

Netherlands, in Tonry and Doob (eds) Youth Crime and 
Youth Justice. Chicago, University of Chicago Press, pp. 

293-349. (on CTools Site); Alexander, Ch. 3-4  
Lunch: Wing Kee Zeedijk 76-68 OR Baby Grill 

Amazonelaan 77 
Dinner:  El Rancho 7 Korte Leidswarssreaat 101 

5/10/15 Sun 

Day on your Own – Some Options include Anne Frank 
House/Boat Tours/ 

Art Museums/Walking Tours; 
Debriefing Dinner 6:30pm  

Wherry& Rocco, Chs 5-7  
Breakfast :  from Albert Cuijp Markt 

5/11/15 Mon 

Meeting with JSO (Center for Youth, Society and 
Development) in Gouda, NL from 10am – 12pm + 1 hour 

lunch with informal discussion (groups invited may include: 
HALT  – prevention program for delinquent youth and 

another organization that works in the area of probation 
and rehabilitation 

Breakfast at Amsterdam Centraal Train Station – Grab 
n’ Go  
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5/12/15 Tue Community Gardens Initiatives; 3D Print Canal House Dinner: Henny Salem Minimarkt Weteringschans 185 

5/13/15 Wed 

 
Departing Amsterdam for Berlin by train 

6 hour train ride 
Approximately 1 – 2 hour lecture on the train about local 

Berlin neighborhoods that we will tour between 5/14 – 5/16  

Dinner at Identified Location, Evening on your own; 
Walk around Checkpoint Charlie, Berlin Wall, Aufwind 
Lecture: Contemporary German History & Berlin Wall; 

Lord, R. A. (2008). Culture shock! Germany.  
 

Dinner: Burgermeister 

5/14/15 Thu 

9am Session Begins: Youth Detention Facility 
“Plötzensee”with lunch provided and short presentation 

afterwards (entire group) 
Afternoon: Exploring the neighborhood of Kreuzberg.    

Alexander, Chs 2,5,6;  
Hans-Jorg Albrecht (2004). Youth Justice in Germany. 

In Tonry and Doob, op. cit,  pp. 443-494. (on CTools 
Site) 

Emmenegger (in Emmenegger, 2012), Ch.1 
Lunch: Beussel Grill  Simensstrasse 50 

Dinner: Mirchis Orienstrasse 204 

5/15/15 Fri 

 
Meeting with Charles and Sabine Herman Rosenthal at 

Aufwind – Social Work in Schools in the district of 
Reinickendorf. (Dinner on your own – can be very 

inexpensive) 

Steger & Roy, Chs 1-3 
Wherry & Rocco (Review);  

Mapp, Chs 1,4-5; 
Chin, Chinn (2009). After the Nazi Racial State: 

Difference and Democracy in Germany and Europe, 
Introduction, Chs. 1-2 

Lunch: TBA in Reinickendorf 

5/16/15 Sat 

10am-11:00am debriefing 
11am Charles Tour to Templehof (Schiller **Kiez); then 

subway to Neukoelln (lunch @ newkoelln).   
 

1pm – 3pm – Aufwind pre-set up 
3-6ish barbecue and Street College @ Aufwind (UM 

students bring cool stuff - e.g. barbecue sauce, typical 
American stuff - tortilla chips, cookies, etc.) 

   
 

 
Hooks, Ch 2-3 
Friere, Ch 1 

Lunch: PazziXPizza  Herrfurthstrasse 8 

5/17/15 Sun 

Brunch @ Gropius Passagen 10:30 – Leave @ 9:45 from 
hostel 

Leave for CC @ 12pm from Gropius 
Visit to Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp 2pm -3:30 

(train ride is about 90 min – both coming and going) 
 

Steger, Chs 4-6 
Dicker, Chs 4-5 

Brunch: Mendoza Johannisthaler Chaussee 370 
Visit to Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp 

Dinner – Huhnerhaus 36  Skalitzer Strasse 95a 

5/18/15 Mon 

9:30 Breakfast  
10:00 – debriefing activities 

12pm Lunch Provided  
1:30 PM – Quick visit to Brandenberger Tor 
3 PM Gangway presentation at Headquarters 

(FriedrichstraBe) 
4:30 PM – Evening Street College Workshops 

 
Lunch: Casa Italia  Friedrichstrasse 2001 

Dinner: Men Men Japanese Nudelhaus – Weserstrasse 
16 

5/19/15 Tue 
Tuesday Open day for students  

Dinner 7pm 
 

Hooks, Ch 4,  
Friere, Ch 2: Banking Content of Education 

Dinner: Treinta Y Seis – Falckensteinstrasse 42 

5/20/15 Wed 

Visit and Presentation at INVIA with Barbara Eritt and 
Colleague together with colleagues from the BPD (Berlin 

Police Department) at 9am. 
Networking Lunch together. 

Afternoon: UM students & KHSB students work together 
on a potential policy brief or amendment outline 

Genz and Brabson (2009). “Introduction: Postfeminist 
Contexts” 

Chin, Rita (2009). After the Nazi Racial State: 
Difference and Democracy in Germany and Europe, 
Chs-3-4. (Ctools site, ebrary format) 

Kroos & Gottschall (in Emmenegger) Ch 5 
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Lunch:  Il mercante del sud  Grosse Hamburgerstrasse 
21 

Dinner:  Max und Moritz – Orienstrasse 162 

5/21/15 Thu 

Student Visit to Fullbright Kommision offices in Berlin 
 

Afternoon: Visit “Brennpunkt Team”, working with 
homeless population throughout Berlin, also Human 

Trafficking Districts  yet to be confirmed 

Friere, Ch 3 : Dialogics; 
Hooks, Ch. 5-6; 

Emmenegger & Careja (in Emmenegger) Ch 6 
Lunch:  Treinta y seis – Falckensteinstrasse 42 
Dinner: Restaurant Gugelhof  Naackstrasse 37 

 

5/22/15 Fri 

Graffiti Workshop  (confirmed) in the morning 10:30am  
 

PM-Kreuzberg: (Alternative tours) guy lives in rauchhaus) 
& Prinzessinen Gaerten (Elly)  maybe discussion with 

Residents of squatted house (KoepernickstraBe) 
 

Chin, Rita (2009). After the Nazi Racial State: 
Difference and Democracy in Germany and Europe, Ch. 

5 (Ctools site, ebrary format) 
Friere, Ch 4 : Praxis 

Lunch: Burgermeister 
Dinner: Restaurant Seehasse Grossen Wannsee 58-60 

5/23/15 Sat 

Morning – Debrief/Packing/time for some shopping – 
Lunch on your own 

Leave for Tempelhof 5pm from hostel 
6-8pm Closing Ceremony at Baptist Church in Tempelhof 
with Youth Group (Church members will be cooking and 

baking) 

Closing Ceremony, GCC ends 8pm; Students Depart 
beginning 5/24/15 

Sunday May 24:  Students Depart From Berlin 

 

 


