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SW 503  Section 002 - International Community Organization 

Winter 2014 
 

CLASS MEETINGS: Tues 5:30-7 pm: School of Social Work Building, 
Rm 2752 

 
Instructor: 
Larry Gant         
lmgant@umich.edu        
3780 School of Social Work 
 
Site Project Associates: 
Christiane Edwards 
 
On-Site Project Liaison: 
Elly Jarvis (Berlin) 
 

SITE DESCRIPTION – Detroit, Amsterdam, Berlin 
 
 

Course Description 
 
This seminar provides intensive didactic and experiential learning for students 
interested in comparative community work across Western democracies in the Northern 
Hemisphere (US, Netherlands and Germany).  The seminar examines core concepts of 
community practice, major models of comparative policy work, and practical steps for 
community-based work.  It is designed to provide knowledge and skills to build upon 
and prepare for more advanced courses in comparative urban policy, community-based 
work with youth, non-governmental social justice community organization.   
 
 
For all undergraduates and most graduates taking this course, SW 503 is taken in 
conjunction with SW 528 (Special Studies in International Community Organization).  
SW 503 has a required international component in May 2014 (travel to Amsterdam and 
Berlin: May 6-May 23).  For Winter Term 2014, all students must register for: 

• SW 503 for 1 credit;  
• SW 528 for 4 credits. 

During the winter term, students will receive a “Y” grade for SW 528; a letter grade 
will be provided for students upon their completion of activities during the last week of 
May 2014.  
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In addition, we are working to schedule 1-2 real time meetings with our partners 
in Amsterdam and Germany to more fully develop the community projects and 
activities in May 2014.  The EU is 6 hours ahead of the US (EST), e.g. a meeting at 
UM-AA at 9am is held at 3pm in Amsterdam/Berlin.   This means our meeting 
time of 5:30-7pm here would require our EU colleagues to meet 11:30pm-1am 
their time! We will work to set up a meeting time that is more reasonable – say 
9am our time.   We will also want to use something like Hangouts, Skype, Meeting 
to go.  We also may want to meet as a class and use one of our electronic 
classrooms to connect with our EU colleagues.  As we develop these dates and 
times, we will work together so everyone is informed!! 
 
Course Objectives 
 
Students will be able to: 

1. Identify core concepts of international community organization. 
2. Describe major models, methods and competencies of comparative community 

practice. 
3. Discuss contemporary issues (e.g., in human trafficking, disproportionate 

harassment and restriction of youth of color or difference to accessing 
community resources), and art based community development. 

4. Specify the ways in which youth organizations provide cross-cutting and cross 
national community-based organizing. 

5. Integrate personal and professional goals. 
6. Socially just community organization. 
7. Identify questions of ethics and values. 

 
(Supporting Statement for Social Science Distribution and CASC Elective Clusters) 
This course meets the requirements for LS&A social science distribution in the 
following ways. The course material covers theories and practices of  international and 
comparative community work through an multidisciplinary examination of examples in 
research and practice. The course focuses on individuals (particularly youth), groups 
and institutions and their patterns of interaction. The course examines evidence 
informed studies that test social action methods such as strategy charts and spiral 
models of community engagement. Students are engaged in a critical assessment of 
community work, policy advocacy, art for social change and other complementary 
social change methods that compares and contrasts their application in the identified 
communities. Students will engage in multiple opportunities for service learning and 
service work to apply knowledge and skills to one or more of three cities in the course. 
 
This course also meets requirements for CASE Elective Clusters: 
  Context Cluster: The course provides students with a range of contexts 
theories and multidisciplinary perspectives to support their understanding of various 
community action and social change efforts, with a focus on the variety of youth 
generated art based community development and community change initiatives. 
  Diversity Learning Cluster: The course reflects diversity opportunities in 
multiple contexts, e.g. religion, migration, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender, and 
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age.  The three countries also have distinct approaches to engagement with 
communities of color, and these communities experience different routes of interaction 
across the countries of the United States, Netherlands, and Germany.    
  Action Service Learning Cluster: The course provides multiple 
opportunities to engage in service learning opportunities to promote community action 
and social change initiatives. 
 
 

COURSE DESIGN 
 

Responsibilities include small-group and whole-group exercises, readings, discussions, 
and completed assignments for Winter 2014.  Students will also complete group 
presentations on their experiences during Spring 2014.  We will encourage students to 
follow up presentations in Fall 2014, although this is not a requirement for the course.   

 
Relationship of Course to Curricular Themes 

 
Multiculturalism and Diversity:  Students will identify ways in which community 
organizing can address race, ethnicity, class, gender, age, sexual orientation, and other 
forms of stratification of inequality. 
 
Social Justice and Social Change:  Emphasis is placed on how community organizing 
can strengthen social change and social justice through community building in 
economically disinvested areas. 
 
Promotion, Prevention, Treatment, and Rehabilitation:  The course will focus on how to 
prevent social problems and promote healthier communities rather than to take the 
frequent common curative model approach 
 
Behavioral and Social Science Research:  Relevant research and best practices from 
diverse social science disciplines and professional fields will contribute to 
understanding of empirically-based practice. 

 
Social Work Ethics and Values 

 
The NASW Code of Ethics establishes responsibility for social workers to engage in 
socially-just political action addressing the needs of diverse and disadvantaged 
populations.  
 
 
Significance for Social Work: 
The focus of this course is to understand and deploy roles of community work in three 
advanced Western democracies. GCC participants will learn about European (Dutch 
and German) life, society, arts and culture through live performances, interactions with 
residents and youth, involvement in service learning and historical field trips. GCC 
participants will use Friereian pedagogy, praxis models of theory and action, and 
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cultural humility approaches in developing and deploying programs for youth.   These 
programs will be informed and deployed through a partnership with two European 
youth work organizations, YAAM and Gangway, ev.  As needed, we will deploy 
comparable activities with programs in Detroit (using the SSW/COLC Boulevard 
House).  These experiences will inform University of Michigan students comparative 
social and political history, economic and social issues while allowing them to use 
applied learning to help and assist in projects focused on youth at risk for exploitation 
and harm in these democracies.  At the same time, our project will benefit European 
(Dutch and German) community workers interested in strengthening ties and 
relationships with trans-Atlantic and international youth work and organizing 
communities. 
 
Approximately 18 undergraduate  and graduate University of Michigan students will be 
directly involved in this project with Larry M. Gant,  GCC fellows Christiane Edwards 
and consultant Elly Jarvis, a German citizen and recent (2013) graduate of UM’s BFA 
program.   
 
During our time in May 2014, GCC participants will interact with approximately 100 
European (Dutch and German) youth, community residents, and several European 
(Dutch and German) outreach and youth workers. This project extends the work and 
good will established between the instructor, youth contacts and youth activists in 
Amsterdam and Berlin.   
 
While some European (Dutch and German) students know English, nearly all of them 
learned English from a non-native English instructor.  There will be some gaps in 
English communication.  Many youth at risk in both countries speak little to no 
English. We will have Dutch interpreters as needed for Amsterdam, and we will have at 
least two native German speakers working with students at all times during our time in 
Germany.  Our experience in Europe suggests English only students will engage quite 
well with populations in Amsterdam.  For our time in Germany, students are asked to 
learn some simple basic survival and conversational German prior to the trip.  There are 
several options – informal and formal.  Many options are inexpensive or free.  We will 
also provide a basic crash course in German 101 during the Winter 2014 term. 
 
  

 
REQUIRED TEXTS FOR SW 503 & SW 528 

The	  required	  texts	  for	  the	  course1:	  	  [Please	  obtain	  them	  from	  Common	  Language	  
Bookstore	  317	  Braun	  Court	  Ann	  Arbor,	  MI	  48104;	  I	  support	  independent	  
bookstores	  !]	  	  NOTE:I	  will	  include	  additional	  texts	  on	  the	  CTools	  site:	  these	  are	  
available	  in	  Ebrary	  format	  through	  UM	  at	  no	  charge	  to	  you.	  	  They	  can	  be	  
downloaded	  on	  tablets,	  computers,	  etc	  for	  portability.	  
                                                
1 We	  will	  use	  these	  texts	  for	  lectures	  in	  both	  SW	  503	  and	  SW	  528	  (in	  Europe).	  	  Hard	  copies	  for	  
some	  texts	  are	  fine;	  for	  traveling,	  some	  texts	  are	  better	  purchased	  electronically	  –	  although	  all	  texts	  
are	  not	  easily	  available	  electronically.	  	  	  	  
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 Alexander, M. (2012). The new Jim Crow: mass incarceration in the age of colorblindness. New York, 
N.Y.; Jackson, Tenn.: New Press  ; Distributed by Perseus Distribution. 

 
Dicker, R. (2008). A history of US feminisms. Seal Press.   

Emmenegger, P., Palier, B., & Seeleib-Kaiser, M. (2012). The Age of Dualization: The Changing Face of 
Inequality in Deindustrializing Societies. Oxford University Press.   

   
 Freire, P. (2000). Pedagogy of the oppressed. Continuum International Publishing Group.  
  
 Hooks, B. (1994). Teaching to transgress: Education as the practice of freedom (Vol. 4). Routledge New 

York. 
 
Mapp, S. C. (2008). Human rights and social justice in a global perspective. Oxford University Press.  
 
Shorto, R. (2013). Amsterdam: A History of the World’s Most Liberal City. New York:Doubleday. 
 
Steger, M. B., & Roy, R. K. (2010). Neoliberalism: A very short introduction. Oxford University Press.   
 
Walters, M. (2005). Feminism: A very short introduction. Oxford University Press.   
 
Wherry, F. F., & Rocco, T. (2011). The Philadelphia Barrio: The Arts, Branding, and Neighborhood 
Transformation. University of Chicago Press.   
 
The following books are not available at Common Language.  However, they very inexpensive and can 
be ordered online – they are all essential to the visit.  They are also very thin, quick and enjoyable 
reads. 
Wanning, E. (2008). Culture shock! USA:  a survival guide to customs and etiquette. Tarrytown, NY: 
Marshall Cavendish Editions. 
 
Janin, H., & Eil, R. V. (2013). CultureShock! The Netherlands. Marshall Cavendish Editions. 

Lord, R. A. (2008). Culture shock! Germany.   Tarrytown, NY: Marshall Cavendish Editions. 

TENTATIVE TEAM MEETING SCHEDULE AND READINGS: SW 503 
(We will continue readings in depth and with focus and emphasis in May 2014) 

 
DATE TOPIC READINGS 
Tues, Feb 
18th   

Overview of Project & Team Meeting 
Requirements 
 VISA and Passport Check 
Division of Group labor and activities 
Field Site Expectations and Assignments 
Historical overview of Amsterdam and 
Berlin 

Shorto, Chs 1-2 
Mapp, Ch 1 & 9 
Hooks, Ch 1 

Tues, 
February 
25th    

Creating youth programming with our 
colleagues in Berlin and Amsterdam (C. 
Edwards) 

Mapp, Chs 2-4 
 

Tues, 
March 

Health and hygiene issues in Europe 
Contemporary Dutch and German 

Shorto, Chs 3-6 
Chinn (2009). After the Nazi Racial State: 
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11th  History; History of multicultural Europe. 
Contemporary history and issues of 
Human Trafficking 

Difference and Democracy in Germany and 
Europe, Chs-3-5. (Ctools site, ebrary format) 
Steger, Ch 1-3 

Tues, 
March 
18th  

Challenges in Multicultural Communities 
in Amsterdam, Germany and US  (C. 
Edwards) 

Shorto, Chs 7-8 
CultureShock!: Netherlands 
Culture Shock!: Germany 
The Berlin Wall  - you tube: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UXfUGkr4b
UI 

Tues, 
March 
25th  

Brief histories of Art Based Community 
Work in Detroit, Amsterdam and Berlin; 
Creating US, Netherland and German 
social timelines re: migration, human 
trafficking, and art based community 
work 

Shorto, Chs 9-10 
Mapp, Chs 7 
Alexander, Chs 5 & 6 
Wherry, Chs 1, 7. 

Tues, 
April 1st   

Adjustment to Cultural Differences 
Problem Solving (Roommates, Food, 
Health related issues) C. Edwards 
 

Culture Shock: USA 
Steger, Ch 4-6 
 

Tues, 
April 8th  

Food, Culture, and Youth in Amsterdam 
and Germany    
Preparing for the trip 
Program final check (C. Edwards)(C. 
Edwards) 

Mapp, Ch 8 
 

Tues, 
April 15th 

Youth Policy (Netherlands) and Critical 
Thinking 

Josine Junger-Ras (2004) Youth Justice in the 
Netherlands, in Tonry and Doob (eds) Youth 
Crime and Youth Justice. Chicago, University of 
Chicago Press, pp. 293-349. (on CTools Site) 
Hooks: Chs  1-3 

Tues, 
April 22nd 
  

Youth Policy (Germany) and Critical 
Thinking 

Hans-Jorg Albrecht (2004). Youth Justice in 
Germany. In Tonry and Doob, op. cit,  pp. 443-
494. (on CTools Site);  Hooks: Chs 10-12 
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TENTATIVE PROJECT TIMELINE IN EUROPE 
Please note:  Flexibility and improvisation  are extremely important!! While we have a 
detailed itinerary, it’s quite possible that  days of specific events and activities will 
change.   
 

Table 1:Schedule (Draft) May 3 - May 25 
 

Date Day All Students Activity/Logistics Lectures/Readings and Other Events 

5/3/14 Sat LMG/CE travel to Amsterdam   
5/4/14 Sun Students Depart to Amsterdam   
5/5/14 Mon Students Arrive in Amsterdam Janin & Eil: Culture Shock! Netherlands  

5/6/14 Tue 
Program Begins: Orientation Lecture:  

Meetings with P&G and PIC (We rotate 1-3 
P&G; PIC 4-6) 

Welcome Ceremony; Shorto, Chs 1-9 

5/7/14 Wed Sharlaken Cord?    Boat Tour of 
Amsterdam? 

Hooks, Ch 1-2  
Mapp, Chs 6-7 

Walters: Feminism: A very short introduction – Chapter 10: 
Feminists across the world, and Afterword 

5/8/14 Thu Commercial Tour of R. Light District; 
Cafeeahus Visit? 

 Mapp, Chs 8-9 
Dicker, Chs 1-3 

 

5/9/14 Fri 
Roze Tanker Meeting;  & Visit with Noord 

Park Kamer (Fashion Street & Muzik 
Street) 

Wherry & Rocco, Chs 1-4;  Intersection with UM Big Band 
Performance 

5/10/14 Sat Community Event/Part with Roze Tracker Wherry& Rocco, Chs 5-7  
5/11/14 Sun Day on your Own!   

5/12/14 Mon HALT & ACM (Delinquency Programs) 

Josine Junger-Ras (2004) Youth Justice in the Netherlands, in 
Tonry and Doob (eds) Youth Crime and Youth Justice. Chicago, 

University of Chicago Press, pp. 293-349. (on CTools Site); 
Alexander, Ch. 3-4  

5/13/14 Tue 

Departing Amsterdam for Berlin by train 
6 hour train ride 

Approximately 1 – 2 hour lecture on local 
Berlin neighborhoods that we will tour 

between 5/14 – 5/16  

Dinner at Identified Location, Evening on your own; Walk around 
Checkpoint Charlie, Berlin Wall, YAAM 

Lecture: Contemporary German History & Berlin Wall; 
Lord, R. A. (2008). Culture shock! Germany.  

5/14/14 Wed 

9am Session Begins: Youth Detention 
Facility “Plötzensee”with lunch provided 
and short presentation afterwards (entire 

group) 
Possible visit of Prenzlauer Berg 

(interesting neighborhood of former East 
Berlin) in the late afternoon. A look at a 

German Bakery/Cafe  

Alexander, Chs 2,5,6;  
Hans-Jorg Albrecht (2004). Youth Justice in Germany. In Tonry 

and Doob, op. cit,  pp. 443-494. (on CTools Site) 
Emmenegger (in Emmenegger, 2012), Ch.1 

5/15/14 Thu 
Morning Activity: Exploring the 

neighborhood “Kreuzberg” – Lunch 
provided. Late Afternoon activities with 

Steger & Roy, Chs 1-3 
Wherry & Rocco (Review);  

Mapp, Chs 1,4-5; 
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Gangway (after 5pm) Student Group 1: 
Visit with Team Friedrichshain (10 

Students)..3 or 4 students can accompany 
Team for soccer with youths - confirmed; 

Student Group 2: Visit with Team Wedding 
(10 Students)….3 or 4 students can 

accompany Team on neighborhood walk – 
confirmed (Dinner on your own – can be 

very inexpensive) 

Chin, Chinn (2009). After the Nazi Racial State: Difference and 
Democracy in Germany and Europe, Introduction, Chs. 1-2 

5/16/14 Fri 

10am @ YAAM - rent bikes (10euro) to 
Templehof (Schiller **Kiez); then 

Neukoelln – 1:30p Karl  Zuckmeyer Schule 
- sports activities, dance, music (with local 
students, many Turkish and/or working 

class) visit to  Rollberg **Kiez (rough 
community – see how folks live) 

(**Kiez – stands for “hood”) 
Afternoon/Evening - Free 

 

Nightclub events at Schoeneberg with Charles 
Hooks, Ch 2-3 
Friere, Ch 1 

5/17/14 Sat 

Morning Debrief and Short Lecture on local 
neighborhoods – time for journal entries 

1pm: Box Fitness/Dance with YAAM 
students; 3-6ish barbecue @ YAAM (UM 
students bring cool stuff - e.g. barbecue 

sauce, typical American stuff - tortilla chips, 
cookies, etc.) 

Steger, Chs 4-6 
Dicker, Chs 4-5 

5/18/14 Sun 
Rest/Free Day 

Possible Visit at the Concentration Camp 
for 2pm   

Church; Jazz Brunch with Chris' Mom 
Maybe from 10am – 12pm (optional); Lecture/Discussion on 

Concentration Camps 

5/19/14 Mon 

AM Gangway presentation at Headquaters 
(Olad Aden and colleagues about Street 
College) Lunch together – then an actual 

Street College activity – location to be 
confirmed 

Hooks, Ch 4,  
Friere, Ch 2: Banking Content of Education 

 

5/20/14 Tue 

AM – Visit to Women’s Prison in 
Lichtenberg  

Possible activities with inmates include – 
cooking, poetry, art, etc.  

(weather permitting – afternoon boat tour) 
or visit at Café Neustart 

Genz and Brabson (2009). “Introduction: Postfeminist Contexts” 
Chin, Chinn (2009). After the Nazi Racial State: Difference and 
Democracy in Germany and Europe, Chs-3-4. (Ctools site, ebrary 
format) 

Kroos & Gottschall (in Emmenegger) Ch 5 
 

5/21/14 Wed 

Kurfürstenstraße: Café Neustart (still 
working on Hydra & INVIA - HT victims); 

Visit Team Kreuzberg for presentation, 
some students can accompany team on  

neighborhood walk– Visit “Brennpunkt 
Team”, working with homeless poulation 

throughout Berlin, also….Redlight 
Districts…..- yet to be confirmed 

Friere, Ch 3 :Dialogics; 
Hooks, Ch. 5-6; 

Emmenegger & Careja (in Emmenegger) Ch 6 
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5/22/14 Thu 

AM-Kreuzberg: (Alternative tours) guy 
lives in rauchhaus) & Prinzessinen Gaerten 
(Elly)  maybe discussion with Residents of 

squatted house (KoepernickstraBe) 
Possible visit to Café Neustart or INVIA in 

the afternoon 

Discussion with multicultural group of young muslim, german, 
turkish women 

Chin, Chinn (2009). After the Nazi Racial State: Difference and 
Democracy in Germany and Europe, Ch. 5 (Ctools site, ebrary 

format) 
Friere, Ch 4 : Praxis 

5/23/14 Fri 

Morning – Debrief/Packing/time for some 
shopping 

YAAM/Event: Simulcast with Carr Center 
Detroit (6pm Berlin; 12am Detroit) 

Closing Ceremony, GCC ends 8pm.  Students depart Sat 5/24/14. 

 
 
 

LEARNING TEAM MEETING REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
** PLEASE NOTE THAT FAILURE TO COMPLETE ALL SW503 ASSIGNMENTS 
AND CLASS SESSIONS WILL LEAD TO DISQUALIFICATION FROM THE 
FIELD SITE **  
 
Attendance & Participation:  
Attendance and participation in learning team meetings is mandatory.  Any absences 
must be preapproved by the site leaders.  Failure to attend team meetings may result in 
disqualification from the project. 

 
Required Readings:  
Required readings will be posted on Ctools or otherwise made available.  Please be sure 
to complete readings before class sessions. 
 
Assignments: 
Team Work: Team members will be asked to complete small tasks for team, such as 
organizing schedules or finding relevant campus events.  It is important that we can all 
count on each other for doing our parts to make this trip possible. 
 
Familiarity with Basic German: 
Students are asked to learn some simple basic survival and conversational German prior 
to the trip.  There are several options – informal and formal.  Many options are 
inexpensive or free. 
 

Class Assignments: 
1) All students will submit critical thinking journal entries based on the readings 

and class discussion for the following week.   Instructions for journal entries 
will be distributed during the first class session (2/18/14).  Many times I will 
provide some  discussion questions that you may use to guide your journal 
responses.  Journal entries responses should be directed toward the readings for 
the week; they may also include any questions or ideas students may have about 
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the service and work experiences in May 2014.  The entries will be ungraded, 
however, every submission will receive 5 points (total of 45 points) toward the 
final course grade. I will review and return the journals no later than the 
beginning of the following class. 

 
 You may use online or hard copy journal entries as you wish.  Many of my 
students create private blogs or use Google docs and share the URL with me.  
Others provide blogs via student folders on CTools.  Others use a handwritten 
journal and drop the journal off at my office (3780 SSW).  Please let me know 
which mode you will be using as soon as you can.  My preference is handwritten 
journals, but the final decision is yours.  Below are the due dates for journal entries.  
The time and dates are firm: 
 

Readings (Class) Date  Journal Entry Date (5pm EST) 
Tues, Feb 18th   Friday, Feb 21st 
Tues, February 25th    Friday, Feb 28th  
Tues, March 11th  Friday, March 14th 
Tues, March 18th  Friday, March 21st 
Tues, March 25th  Friday, March 28th  
Tues, April 1st   Friday, April 4th 
Tues, April 8th  Friday, April 11th  
Tues, April 15th   Friday, April 18th  
Tues, April 22nd Friday, April 22nd  

 
2) Basic Outline and Setup of Comparative Policy Paper/Document. 
 Due April 5, 2014 (5:00pm):  (55 points) The paper is to be between 1000 and 
1500 words in length. This assignment requires each student to analyze a policy 
solution impacting Detroit, Amsterdam and Berlin. Please reflect on how effective 
the policy is in achieving its goal of enhancing community well-being and 
community participation within the specific area of concern.  I will provide rubrics 
and examples of the policy paper for your use and review. Note that you will not 
complete the policy brief/analysis until May 2014, but you will create the frame and 
set up for the policy work.  
 


