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Course Description 
 
The purposes of this course are (1) to introduce doctoral students to the philosophical and 
methodological issues of ethnographic research in the context of the larger array of qualitative 
research methods and (2) to explore the intersection of anthropological theory and method with 
social work practice and research.  This will be a “hands-on” class, with a focus on practicing 
various research methods in order to produce a small qualitative study as an exploratory work in 
students’ areas of interest.  While the overall topical theme of the semester will be studies of 
vulnerable populations in the United States, much of the course direction will be influenced by 
the specific research and practice interests that students bring to our work. 
 
 
Course Objectives 
 
By the end of the semester, the student will complete a small qualitative study and should be able 
to:  

• Identify the strengths and appropriate uses of ethnographic research 

• Have a beginning understanding of the philosophical issues and debates in the 
application of ethnographic approaches to problems related to social work 

• Compare and contrast five major qualitative traditions and the place of 
ethnography among them 

• Identify and use the basic methods of data collection and analysis related to 
ethnography 

• Appreciate the ethical issues involved in qualitative research 

• Identify issues of academic rigor and assess the quality of qualitative studies 
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Teaching Methods 
 
The activities of this course will include lecture, class participation, in-class group exercises, 
guest lectures by qualitative researchers, and a small-scale independent project. 
 
 
Required and Recommended Text and Materials 
 
Creswell,J.H. (I still have the second edition which is available used).  Qualitative Inquiry and 
Research Design:  Choosing among Five Traditions.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage. 
 
Ethnographic Studies: 
 
Carol Stack, All Our Kin. Multiple publishers. 
 
Kathryn Edin and Laura Lein.  Making Ends Meet. Russell Sage Foundation. 1997. 
 
Lynn Weber and Lori Peek.  Displaced.  University of Texas Press.  2012. 
 
Recommended Secondary Texts: 
 
Berg, B.L. Qualitative Research Methods for the Social Sciences (5th ed.).  Boston:  Pearson. 
2004. 
 
Miles, M.B. & Huberman, A.M. Qualitative Data Analysis:  An Expanded Sourcebook (2nd ed.).  
Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage. 1994. 
 
Taylor, S.J. & Bogdan, R. Introduction to Qualitative Research Methods:  A Guidebook and 
Tesource (3rd ed.).  N.Y.:  John Wiley & Sons. 1998. 
 
Examples of research are appended at the end of the syllabus, along with additional optional texts 
Other required readings listed in the course schedule are on the course C-Tools site. 
 
 
Course Requirements 
 
The course requires students to undertake four sets of activities as described below: 
 
1. The course will require each student to undertake a series of written assignments leading up to 
the final paper, which will be a small qualitative project on a topic of your choice.  These 
assignments include parts of the fully developed paper and will help you stay on track in order to 
finish the paper by the end of the semester.   The individual pieces will be reviewed as drafts, and 
you will also receive feedback on each section.   
 



The due dates for these assignments are included on the course schedule.  More specific details of 
these assignments will be posted on the class website before they are due.  The assignments 
include: 
 

1. A statement of your general research question 

2. A brief literature review (3-5 articles, including when possible, an article using 
qualitative methods) on the topic of your choice.  

3. IRB Reviews. 

4. Proposed methodology, including setting, and participants or other sources of data, 
such as observations and archival data, and interview guide. 

5. At least one verbatim transcribed interview or detailed observation. 

6. Sample analysis. 

7. Final presentation of 30 minutes presenting the major themes of your project.   

8. Final paper. 

Completion of sections 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6 will each count for 5% of the final grade. 

Each student project must include at least three data points, including at least one one-hour 
transcribed interview.  You may also consider using other types of data such as observations and 
archival data. As is common in qualitative research, beyond these minimum requirements for the 
course, it is not possible at the outset of a research project to determine exactly how much data is 
required to answer, even minimally, your research question.  This will emerge during the course 
of your data collection and analysis.  Please be aware of this as you plan your time for this course.  
The final paper describing your project should be typed and double-spaced and should be no 
longer than 30 pages. The final paper will count as 50% of the course grade. 
 
2. Each student will sign up for a detailed presentation of two articles concerning research 
methodology.  The preparation will be oriented around a brief (1-2 pages) handout summarizing 
the article, exploring the usefulness of the approach, and proposing questions and issues for class 
discussion.  Students will lead class discussion on these articles.  Each presentation will count as 
10% of the class grade. 
 
3. Each student is expected to participate actively in the class.  In order to participate effectively, 
you will need to stay current with readings and assignments.  There will be a 5% participation 
component to the grade. 
 
A grade of A (93 – 100) will be given for work that represents outstanding grasp of the course 
content, expression in written assignments, preparation, and class participation.  A grade of A- 
(90-92) will be given for work close to A level, but with some occasional weaknesses in one or 
two areas.  A grade of  B+ (87-89) will be given for satisfactory completion of all assignments, 
preparation, and participation.  A grade of B (84-86) will be given for work that is satisfactory 



overall, but with some further weaknesses in one or two areas.  A grade of B- (80-83) will be 
given to work that is generally satisfactory, but has some significant weaknesses.  A grade of C 
will be given for unsatisfactory work. 
 
Class Policies 
 
Your active participation is expected and welcomed.  Keeping the discussion friendly and 
scholarly relies on each of us to be open to mutual critique and support in an atmosphere of trust 
and appreciation for diversity and disagreement.  It also requires that we all take responsibility 
both for sharing, and for seeing that others have the opportunity to share.  
Discussion of practice and research experience needs to be mindful of the confidentiality of 
participants and clients. 
 
You are encouraged to propose a project that will both challenge you and that you will be able to 
finish by the end of the semester. If, during the course of the semester, it becomes clear that you 
will be unable to complete your project by the last class day, please make a written request (email 
is fine) before the final project is due.  As part of this request, you will need to make a written 
contract with me regarding when you will turn in the project. 
 
Students with special learning needs, such as those relating to physical challenges, language 
difficulties or religious observance, should discuss accommodations with me during the first three 
weeks of class. 
 
 
Course Schedule 
 
Note: While we will try to stay with this schedule, the exigencies of the research process may 
require some adjustments. 
 
Week 1, January 15: Introduction to the seminar and syllabus; discussion of research interests; 
and overview of the traditions of qualitative research; design of research questions. 
 
Week 2, January 22: Introduction to qualitative research continued; review of research questions; 
overview of issues connected with work with human subjects. 
 
Readings: Creswell, Chapters 1-4 
 Enrichment Reading (to be presented by class member) 
  Marshall, Human Subjects Protections 
 
Review Human Subjects Materials on UM Web Site and take PEERS course if necessary (both 
are available through our c-tools site). 
 
DUE: FIRST DRAFT OF RESEARCH QUESTION. 
 
Week 3, January 29: Detailed Discussion of qualitative research traditions through examples; 
discussion of research methods. 



 
Readings: Creswell, Appendices A-F 
Appendix examples: Please have read all Creswell appendices and come prepared to discuss them 
as examples of qualitative research approaches. 
 
Guest Speaker (1st half of class): Jeff Albanese 
 
DUE: FIRST DRAFT OF HUMAN SUBJECTS DISCUSSION. 
 
Week 4, February 5: Philosophical assumptions and research ethics. 
 
Readings: Creswell, Chapter 5 

 Begin Carol Stack, All Our Kin, (1974 edition or later), Harper-Colophon. 
 Enrichment reading (to be presented by class members): 

  Hollowell et al., Using Ethnographic Methods to Articulate Community-Based  
  Conceptions of Cultural Heritage Management (on c-tools site) 

  Miller, “Researching violence against street prostitutes” (on c-tools site) 
 
View: Small Happiness 
 
DUE: FIRST DRAFT OF LITERATURE REVIEW. 
 
Week 5, February 12: Getting started, framing the study, and entering the field. 
 
Required readings: Creswell, Chapter 6 
 Complete Carol Stack, All Our Kin 
 Enrichment reading (to be presented by class members): 
  Taylor and Bogdan, Chapter 4 (on C-tools) 
  Iversen (on C-Tools) 
 
Week 6, February 19: Methods of qualitative inquiry: interviewing, focus groups 
 
Required readings: Creswell, Chapter 7 
 Begin Edin and Lein, Making Ends Meet, 1997, Russell Sage Foundation. 
Enrichment readings (to be presented by class members): 

Ely, Circles within Circles (on C-tools) 
 
View: Letters from the Other Side 
 
DUE: DRAFT OF RESEARCH PLAN (INCLUDING METHOD, SAMPLING, AND 
INSTRUMENTATION) 
 
 
 
Week 7, February 26: Methods of qualitative inquiry: participation observation, document review. 
 



Required readings: Creswell, Chapter 8 
 Finish Edin and Lein, Making Ends Meet 
 
Week 8, March 12: Data Analysis and Data Analysis Software 
 
Required readings: Miles & Huberman, Chapter 10, pp. 245-262 (on C-Tools Site) 
Begin Weber and Peek, Displaced. 
 
Guest Speaker (1st half of class): Sandra Momper 
        
DUE: RESULTS OF FIRST DATA COLLECTION 
 
Week 9, March 19: Data Analysis (cont.) 
 
Required readings: 
Complete Weber and Peek, Displaced. 
 
Guest Speaker (1st half of class): Luke Shaefer 
 
DUE: SAMPLE DATA ANALYSIS 
 
Week 10, March 26: Assessing the quality of qualitative research 
 
Required readings: Creswell, Chapter 10 
Enrichment readings (to be presented by class members):  

Lincoln & Guba, “Establishing trustworthiness”  
 

Week 11, April 2: Presenting your findings 
 
Required readings: Creswell, Chapters 9 and 11,  
 
Week 12, April 9: Student presentations. 
 
Week 13, April 16: Student presentations 
 
Week 14, April 23: Student presentations 
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